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Successful reconnaissance depends on the moti va tion 
and traini ng of the recon team. This new Palad in reprint 
details proven U.S. Army reconnaissance techn iques. 
and patroll ing methods that help bring your men back 
alive from the bush- where anything can happen. 
Scouting tactics. insertion and communication tech­
niques. team organization . composition . equipment. and 
patro l plan ning are covered in depth . Special attention is 
devoted to air in filtrat ion and ex filt ration. tracki ng. and 
use of human senses to obtain combat intell igence. A 
must fo r the begi nner. A refresher fo r the o ld-t imer. 8 ' x 
11. softcover. charts. 122 pp. $12.00 

UNARMED AGAINST THE KNIFE 
b y Oscar Diaz-Co bo 

Not a rehash on general knife figh t­
ing , Unarm&d Against the Knife 
combines street savvy with close­
combat mart ial arts to give you 
practical knife -f ight ing and d is­
arming techniques. Includes illus­
tra ted methods for gaining 
physica l and psychological advan­
tage over your attacker . 5 'h x 81h, 
softcover . photos. 88 pp . $8.00 

MANTRAPPING 
b y Ragnar Benson 

Explains ho w to use primitive traps to catch and ki ll that 
most dangerous animal: Man. Ragnar Benson . well 
known as the au lhor of Survlval Poaching, has based 
th is gut-wrench ing book on his personal mantrapping 
ex periences in Africa . North and South Ameri ca , and 
Cuba . You have ro see this one ta believe it! Detai ls 
plans tor over a dozen ingenious mantraps. such as the 
Mala ysian Hawk , the Andes Mountain Trail Trap, and 
the Cuban Water Trap. A must for retreaters. 5 1h x 81h. 
softcover. i llus .. 88 pp. $8.00 

BLACK MEDICINE I, 11, & 111 
b y N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

Vol. I, Dark Art of Death-thorough and intr iguing d is­
cuss ion o f the hu man body's 140 vital points. 
Vol. II , Weapons At Hand- 112 parts o f the bod y that are 
natural weapons. plus 180 deadly makeshift weapons. 
Vol. Ill, Low Blows-Mashiro's favori te . devas tating 
techn iques . Letha l responses to w ris l holds. punches. 
chokes. rear attacks. bear hugs, kni ves. and clubs. 
Vol. I: 5 1h x 8 1h. softcover. pho tos, 88 pp. $10.00 
Vol. II: 5'h x B'h. softcover. photos, BB pp. $10.00 
Vol. Ill: 5 'h x B'h. soltcover. photos. 12B pp. $10.00 

RHODESIAN S.A.S. COMBAT MANUAL 
Obtained from a member of the Rhodesian Special Air Service Squadron , this scarce 
co mbat manual is now available to Palad in readers for the first time. The Rh odesian 
military forces were long regarded as one of the world's finest. This is the principal guide 
used to .conduct the enormously successful operations-counter guerrilla ops , air ops , 
ambushing , and notab le attacks on terrorist base camps-during the Rh odesian antiterror­
ist war. Contents inc lude: Standard Security Termin o logy and Abbreviations, Communica­
tion, Rural Operations , Ambushing of Insurgents , Movement by Road , Land/ Air 
Operations , and First Aid. All of it is useful to anyone planning for or participating in a 
CO IN-type operation. 8 '/2 x 11 , softcover, diagrams, charts, 110 pp . $12.00 · 

SECRETS Of THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing-one o f the 
few complete. hardcover studies 
of this ter rify ing and deadly mar­
tia l art. Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja principles o f invisibi lity , co­
vert entry. escape and evasion, 
assa ssi na tion . sen try removal . 
med itat ion, mind clouding, and 
much more. A riveting . all-new 
selection . 51h x 81h. hardcover. 200 
photos. 16B pp. $16.95 

THE PERFECT CRIME 
and How to Commit It 

b y Or. P. Jekel 
The ti tl e says it al l! The Perfect Crime and How to Commit It 
reveals tales of unsolved cnmes and dispels the myth that 
crime doesn't pay. Arsonists . shoplifters. 1ewel thieves. 
murderers. ace detectives and top cnmmallsts contrib­
uted to this startling expose of c rime and criminals. Dr. 
Jekel d issec ts and analyzes perfect and nea r-perfect 
c rimes of the ft , fra ud. forgery. arson. shopli l! ing, and of 
course-murder. Sure to lhriH c rime fans and mystery 
lovers. 51h x 8'h . hardcover. 208 pp. $14.95 

REAL SOllllERS 

[I 
REAL SOLDIERS Of FORTUNE 

by Richard Harding D.wis 
Classic true stones o.f six nine­
teenth-century men "who for pay . 
or for the love of adventu re. fought 
under the fl ag of any nation." 
This reprint chronicles the mil itary 
careers of such heroic men as 
Winston Churchill . William Walker. 
and Frederick Burnham. A thrilling 
tnbute to men who worked at a 
profession they bel ieved in. S'h 
x 8~. ha rdcover. illus .. 240 pp. 

512.95 

TRAINING THE GUNFIGHTER 
by C1pt. Timot hy J. M ull in 

Sho tgun s. rifles . handgu ns. sub· 
machi ne guns and silenced coun­
tersniper rifl es are detai led in this 
collecto rs' volume on the combat 
appl ica !lon o f Ii rearms 120photos 
illus trate thi s study. wh ich cove rs 
the merits ol grips. srgh ts. ho lsters 
and bod y a rmor A must for law 
off icers and legally-armed ci ti­
zens. 811.> x 11 . hardcover . pho tos. 
240 pp. $24.95 

IN SEARCH OF GOLD 
b y St ephen M . Vo ynick 

The al l-new. how-to -gu ide to prof it and adventure in lhe 
go ld business. Stephen Voynick d raws from his gold· 
getting experi ence to reveal the rea lities and lega lities of 
rock mining . go ld pann ing, treasure salvag ing . and co in 
beach combing . He also covers new equipment w ithin 
the budget o f any go ld seeker. Eight exciti ng pages o f 
full-color show on- the-spot sho ts of recen t gold recover· 
ies. Fo r weekend prospectors o r full -time treasu re sal· 
vagers. gold makes the venture worth the investment 
6 x 9. hardcover. maps. 216 pp. $15.95 
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THEY SHOOT TO KILL 
by Rona ld Tobias 

Comprehen sive survey o f c rim inal 
sn ipi ng in ciden ts in A m erica , 
documen ting th e lives of infa­
mous murderers such as " Son of 
Sam," and Charles (Texas Tower) 
Wh it man . Explores the minds, mo· 
l ives. and methods of dozens o f 
c rimina l snipers. (Note: We guaran­
tee you won 't be able to put th is 
book down!) 5 'h x 8 'h . hard cover . 
2B3 pp. $14.95 

THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
A c omprehensive home workshop guide for the gun bu ff 
and hobbyist mach inist. Over fift y working mach inist' s 
drawings, photos, and lu ll-sca le templa tes shriw exac tl y 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a full -auto 
silenced machine pisto l o r rifl e. Step-by-step ins truc­
tions deta il how to modify the weapon's o riginal receiver. 
fabricate new sear and safety . as well as make a simple. 
effic ient si lencer grou p assembly . 9'h x 12. softcover, 
machin is t's drawing s, photos. full-scale templates. 
72 pp. $12.00 

GET EVEN 1 & 2 
b y George N aycluke 

GE1 : Hilarious overview of the methods people use to 
get even wi th big business. government . and plain old 
enemies. Tactics of the CIA. Mafi a. and poli tical dirty 
tricks ters. 
GE2: Hayduke's outrageous sequel to his underground 
best seller . All -new mind -boggli ng tactics to use against 
asi nine enemies, business bums. footloose lovers­
ripoffs o f all types. 
Both vols. for entertainment purposes only! 
GE1 : 5'h x B'h. hardcover. lBO pp. $11.95 
GE2: 51h x 8¥1, hardcover. cartoons. 170 pp. $11 .95 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
Combat Su rvrval 
Care & Feeding of Tenants . 

.. St4 .95 
$ 6.95 
s 600 Don'l Become the V1c t1m ... 

Home Workshop Silence1s .. $1 200 
Su rvival Poaching S 14 95 
Everyman's Guide To Better 

Home Sec urity. . . S 7.95 
Consumer Revenge . $1 3 .95 
Ho w To Kill I ................. $ B.00 
How To Kill II . . ... $ 8.00 
How To Krll Il l .... $ 8.00 
How To Ki l l IV . . ... . $ 8.00 
How To Kill V . . ........ $ 8 00 
(No Volume in the How To K1t1 Sen es 

available in Canada J 
Deal The First Deadly Blow . . $12 95 

Automati c & Concealable 
Firea rms II ...... $1200 

Spec ial Forces Combat 
Firing Techniques . . ... s 17 95 

Home Workshop Guns 1 The 
Submachmegun . . . 510 00 

Home Workshop Guns 11 
The Handgun . 

Slash & Thrust . 
The Revenqe Book . . 
Kill Or Gel Killed . 
SWA T Team Manual . 
Com plete Book o f 

Ka ra te Weapons 
Special Fo rces Operat ional 

. StO 00 

.SB 00 
s 8 00 

.$ t 9 95 
. .51200 

$24 95 

Techniques . . . . ... $1 4.95 
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EDITOR'S NOTES 
"If the time is not yet ripe to construct an appropriate monument to honor our 
fallen comrades, let us bide our time and keep the faith. Time is on our side. " 

Col. Andrew P. O'Meara J r. 
"/ would pref er no memorial to what is proposed. " 

Bernard F. Halloran 

V ietnam veterans O'Meara and Halloran, who wrote the comments above in let­
ters to The Army Times, are clearly opposed to the design selected for the Viet­

nam Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
·We don't know if they represent the majority of Vietnam veterans. Neither does 

Jan Scruggs of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund - the group steering the 
privately-funded project - nor the government, nor any of the various individuals 
nor groups which have spoken out on the issue. 

In April's Soldier of Fortune, Publisher Robert K. Brown pointed out some of the 
major flaws in both the process used to select the memorial design and the design 
itself. · 

The VVMF Design Committee did not include a single Vietnam veteran; veterans 
were, in fact, deliberately excluded. 

The design - two sloping walls of black Swedish marble that form a "V", 
depressed 10 feet into the ground, with the names of America's Vietnam War dead 
inscribed in the chronological order in which they Were killed - makes far too many 
ambiguous statements. 

It was quickly nicknamed "The Black Gash," and as Vietnam veteran Al Santoli, 
author of Everything We Had, said, it will be a "place to go and be depressed." 

Swedish marble? Black? Below ground? The V shape: Is that V for Vietnam, for. 
the famous protest symbol of the anti-war movement or for " victims" of the 
"useless waste," which is Maya Ying Lin's (the meniorial's designer) description of 
the Vietnam War? Why put the names in chronological order of death without ser­
vice designation? So that some young child can never find or see his father's name? 
So that men who made the ultimate individual sacrifice will have their individuality 
submerged into what could become the wailing wall of future anti-draft, anti-war 
movements? 

Clearly, "The Black Gash" is unacceptable. It honors neither the living nor the 
dead. 

Some have suggested a compromise. Make it white and bring it above ground. Put 
the naines in alphabetical order. Put a flag pole at the intersection. Put a statue of a 
rifleman in front. Put the word honor in the inscription. 

Those are band-aids. Flags and statues and white marble may never make it accep­
table. 

Some Vietnam veterans have said they want something heroic. Defenders of the 
present design say it is impossible to design a heroic-type monument for the soldiers 
who fought in Vietnam: They lost, didn't they? The soldiers didn't lose the Vietnam 
War and the fact that it was lost doesn't make their deeds any less heroic. There are 
hundreds if not thousands of memorials in the southern United States to the soldiers 
of the Confederacy, who did lose a war. 

Is a heroic-type monument necessary? Will a white marble rifleman," caught 
forever in a moment of glory by the sculptor's .chisel, say, "Thanks, well done, 
welcome home," to the Americans who served in Vietnam? 

What I do know is that before the memorial is built we need to find out more. We 
need to stop the travesty taking place in Washington, re~valuate why the memorial 
should be built and what statement it should ·make. We need to start over. · 

We need to poll the Vietnam veterans. We may need to select a more appropriate 
design and we definitely need some veterans on the selection committee. 

Because we need to deliver your message to Scruggs, the VVFW and the govern­
ment, we are going to publish over the next few months the following qtiestionalre. 
If you're a Vietnam veteran or a survivor of one who was killed (mother, father, 
wife, child), fill it out, send it to us and we'll make sure your opinion gets to the right 
places. 

Send to: 

SOLDIER 
OF 

FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 

Name _ _ _ _________________ _ 

Addr~s --------------------

Branch of Service-----------------
Seoice Number _________________ _ 

Is the present design acceptable? __ Yes _ _ No 

II not, what should the design be: -----------
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NO·RISK MEMBERSHIP 
Plus this full­
color 19"x 25" 
map FREE! 

~ 

Club editions save you 
up to 30% off quoted 
publishers' list prices. 
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How the Club works: 
After your membership 's accepted , you 'll 
receive your 3 books for 98¢ each (plus 
shipping and handling) and your free book 
and map. If not satisfied , return the 3 books 
within 10 days, your membership will be 
cancelled , and you 'll owe nothing . 

About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) 
you 'll receive, free , the Club 's magazine de­
scribing the comin9 Selection(s) and Alter­
nates , always at discounts off publishers' 
prices. In addition , up to 4 times a year you 
may receive offers of special Selections . 

If you want the featured Selection (s), do 
nothing ; it will be shipped to you automat­
ically. If you don 't want a Selection(s), prefer 
an Al ternate , or no book at all, indicate your 
preference on the order form and return it by 
the date specified . (A shipping and handling 
charge is added to all shipments .) That date 
allows you 10 days to decide. If you receive 
an unwanted Selection because you had less 
than 10 days, return it and owe nothing . 

Enjoy your no-risk membership for 6 
months. During that time you need buy only 
1 book at regular low Club prices . After that 
time , v.ou may resign your memb-ership at 
any time or continue to enjoy Club benefits . 

The Military Book Club offers its own 
complete hardbound editions, sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses , saving 
you even more. 

"Explicit scenes. language, or violence. 

r.--------------, Military Book Club 
Dept. DR-329 , Garden City, N.Y. 11530 
Please accept my application for membership in the 
Military Book Club and send me the 3 books whose 
numbers I have printed in the boxes below Bill me only 
$2 .94 plus shipping and handl ing . I understand that I 
need buy only 1 book at regular low Cl ub prices during 
the first 6 months of my no-risk membership to com­
plete my commitment. My membership will be subject 
to the terms and conditions presented in this ad . Also 
send me Air War-Vietnam and a strategy map FREE.· 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining 
my 3 selections, I may return the books within 10 days 
at Club expense , and my no-risk membership will be 
cancelled. I may keep Air War-Vietnam and the map 
and I _wil l owe nothing . 

I AirWar-1 
. Vietnam . 

FREE 
Mr. 
Ms. ______________ _ 

(Please print) 

Address Apt. No .__ f 
City State ___ Zip ___ I 
Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian mem- I 
bers wi ll be serviced from Canada. Offer slightly dif1erent in I 
Canada. 84-M203 A 1 
L---------------~ 
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• ~rdnance steel construc- A Vi 
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SPRING LOADED 

MECHANISM 
lion throughout. 

• 4" hardened steel 
round tapered 
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• Posit ive lock in­
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during use. 

• Knurled posi­
tive grip . 
Blued tin· 
ish - simi-

Discreet. effective protection 
for those questionable occa· 
sions. When peace of mind 

lends security, when a bulky 
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slanlly avai lable - without 

suspicion. 
Please note: The Guard lather is not a 
cheap pen or mechanical pencil with 
an added needle or blade . bu t rather 

a heavy-duty precision product design· 
ed with your DEFENSE in mind. lar to a 

fine lire · 
arm. 29 95 . . . 

Immediate pre-paid dehvery 
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Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 

BRIGADE'S KNIFE POUCH 

Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow. 

Heavy-D uty, Mil-Spec Web, 131." . Sewn 
with ny lon thread. Neafly indest ru ct­
ab le and wi ll not ro t. Velcro® Hook -n­
Loop clos ures secure th e Cover and our 
uniq ue Doub le-locking wrist ban·d wi ll 
not come off even under stress. 
Washa ble. Measure wrist to nearest 11•" 
and spec ify color. Olive, Black, Sage 
Green, Navy. 
#CBl, $5.50 

A fitting acces sory for most pocket knives. Made of th e 
sa me ma terial as our Commando Watchband . Regular s ize 
fi ts mos t pocket knives and a ll width belts. Velcro® 
prot ec tive fl ap keeps kn ife safe and reac..ly w hen yo u need 
i\ . Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 
#PCHl, Regular $3 .95 
#PCH2, Extra Large for Buck size knives. 
#PCH3, for Swiss Champion. Specify type. Olive, Black. 
Just $4 .95. 

NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 
R ugged nylon pack cl oth wa ll et w ith Velcro® closure. 5 
in s ide poc kets fo r bills , l.D. and credit ca rd s . Wa ter 
repellent, washab le & comforta ble. A mu s t fo r any 
out doors pers on. Ch oose Olive, Camouflage, Black, 
Brown, Blue, Green or Divers' Red. 
#NWT-79, $7.95 

t.Brigade­
Quartermasters, Ltd. 
266-SF Roswell Street 

® Marietta, GA 30060 
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Sorry. No C.0. 0.'s. 

Charge Pho ne O rd ers To Your Ba nkca rd 
Ca ll (404 ) 428 -1234 

MORTON GROVE 
UPDATE . . . 

Gun owners in the Chicago subu rb 
of Morton Grove continue to fight a 
village ordinance banning handgun 
ownership and sales wh ich has been 
upheld by a U.S. dist rict judge. 

Leader of opposition to the law, 
Victor D. Quilici , told SOF: " Fi rst we ' l l 
file a motion to bar enforcement of 
the law and then we 'll appeal to the 
U.S. 7th Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Ch icago ." 

He said the ordinance was passed 
last June by a village council vote of 
4-2 despite strong opposit ion from 
some 98 percent of the ci t izens at­
tending the council hearing. 

WARRIORS 
WARN ING . .. 

In its October '81 issue, SOF pub­
lished a favorable review of a book by 
one Richard Stack, enti t led Warriors , 
a photo essay on Marine Corps boot 
camp at Parris Island. It drew a heavy 
response of requests with money 
orders to Stack for copies. 

Readers are advised not to make 
further requests. Stack 's phone has 
been disconnected and numerous ef-

Continued on page 90 
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LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME LLYOU 
N ''PB.Os'' TE y 

TOP-FLlGHTHGO~ TO DO IT I GUID~:~~~~ER 
HAT TO DO, sTEP or T 

,.: ::.,1/¥ You ' ll see how to take apart and repair almost every 

Oii we reveal 
flRST LESS can increase 

Iii YOUR 1 ballistics that dramaticallY 
secret 0 uratY so BEG 

~our ~if~~J~\111~~~,:~'c\-oo IT\ 

well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 

smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 
shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 

bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 

· · · TO SHOW THE ill scarcely you snoot with " witness 
Th• men you eyes when th•Y snooting 
believe tne~:onallY improv~~ve trouble 
'jour sensa '(ou maY even ems \1ke a 
acr·iracY \ yourself') It sf your train­
bel1ev1ng ' t it's part o gun pro . 
miracle the ~~y to becoming a le appl1 · 
in g on do it is the s1m~ormat1on 
The waY yo~eveal1ng new in _.plained 
cation ol g ballistics th•~ '~stand chart 
concernH~w\e easy-to-un ~1rst \esson 
vnth a s1 ~n1es your \e of the 
that a~co~P . ust one eiam'P n secrets 
(lnd th\5 IS ~1de tips and guu as you 
dozens 0

11
f ~~ revea\ed to ,i,~g course 

As a "Gun Pro" trainee at North American 

drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and sel l new and 
used guns for profits. 

WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

• lw 

·~ r· w 
I!!: 
I-

·~ •= 
·~ 

If you qualify otherwise, you may 
obtain a Federal License to buy and 
sell guns, amfnunition and accessories 
without inventory ... while you are 
still a student at North American. 

This means you can begin making ex­
tra cash almost immediately - order­
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to­
ward a business of your own - .. if that 

that w1 gh this e« 
progress throu 

Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 
Explanations include photos, diagrams, 
drawings and charts. We send you all the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 
Firearms License. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 

SPECIAL 
TOOLS AND 
EQUIPMENT INCLUDED ... 
You get precision gauges, fine 
gunsmith 's screwdrivers, honing 
stones. checkering tools, pull and 

• drop gauge, plus much, much more. 

is what you want after you graduate. ~---..1 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales-all are profit oppor­

tunities for the expert.Now, at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 

do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
who have. And we'll send you the results of a survey 

showing employment success of our gradua tes. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our gradua tes 

have done, send for our job placement record. 
You get it all! How t o buy and sell g uns . .. cus tomize , 

r epair and accurize them ... fit and fini sh s t ocks . .. do 
hand-loading . . . zero-in scopes ... under stand ballis tics 

.. . res tore antique firearms ... use black powde r 
weapons .. . import guns .. . adjus t chokes . . . a nd mor e. 

Because you study at home, you ca n g raduate in m onths 
... or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 
proc laim you as a "GUN PRO" when you proudly display 

it in your own shop or at work .• FIRST FOLD HERE 
-------- -ei-l!i 

:: NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 
1~ mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad 
I~ To Mail-Fold ad in following manner: 

it
. Remove entire page- 3. Fold page again, on 

I tear or cut on dotted line 2nd fold lines 
I to left . 4. '!_'ape or glue t~e 3 open 

I ' 2. Fold page m half on sides and drop m the 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

·~ ·~ lw 
.~ 
.~ 

·~ p 
1!i 1: 

lst fold lines mail box today. 

GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 

Gives you a good start toward going Into your 
own business or applying for a Job in a 
gunshop. 

GUN SALES andMUCH,MUCHMORE 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 
There are more than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U.S. APPROVED FOR VETERANS ·~ .~ la: Name. _ __________________ Age. ___ _ 

•• Address ____ _ ____ ___________ _ 

I City State. _______ Zip, ___ _ 

I North American School of Firearms , 4500 Campus Dr . 
Dept. RS052, Newport Beach , CA 92660. 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9 mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II' ' tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2% lbs. Fits easily 
under T-Shirt. 

Front & Back Protector ... . $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels . .... . $27 .50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height , chest 
and waist measurements. 

MA TIHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews , Inc. ) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews , N.C. 28105 

8 SOLDIER OF FOR1'1JNll 

M ORE FALLOUT 
ON "YELLOW RAIN" ... 

Sirs: 
According to Chemical & Engineering 

News (I I I 16/ 81 ), the weekly journal of 
the American Chemical Society, the 
United States now has four samples from 
Laos which contain tricothecene (yellow 
rain) toxins. The SOF recon into Laos · 
(January '82) apparently provided two of 
those samples. Congratulations! 

Psychologist Bruno Bettelheim, sur­
vivor of Dachau, wrote that the few Jews 
who escaped from the death camps and 
tried to warn the Warsaw Ghetto were 
told to shut up. The Warsaw Jews denied 
the horrible truth, closed their minds and 
went quietly to the gas chambers. 

Likewise, many of us scieqtists prob-

FLAK 
ably deny your evidence because it's so 
frightening. Luckily, we are used to facing 
unpleasant truths and can move fast when 
confronted with enough evidence. Please 
keep the evidence coming. Every bit puts 
another crack in the Russian empire. 

Yours truly, 
Gordon Kitsuwa 
Chemist 
Former Army Chemical Corpsman 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

You bet! We're going to keep chipping 
away! - The Eds. 

Tlll<NED lllTO A YOKE I 

PRIMER ON 
COMMUNISM ... 

Sirs: 
Just a note to say "A Grave for lg­

natiev" should be required reading for 
high school students . 

Keep up the excellent work. 
Thank you, 
Wayne Boehmke 
Horseshoe Bend, Arkansas 

It 's a different story than Ten Days 
That Shook The World, that's for sure! 
- The Eds. 

Continued on page 18 
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. PRl(lfl~!c,B/B BUY DIRECT AND SAVE 

MILITARY KNIVES 
#5684 U.S. MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 

7" blade with leather sheath . . $14.95 
#5733 U.S. AIR FORCE KNIFE with leather 

sheath & sharpening stone. 
5" blade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.50 

#22279 GENUINE BRITISH COMMANDO 
KNIFE with leather metal-tipped 
sheath. Made in Sheffield, England $24.95 

#70000 GERBER MK I SURVIVAL KNIFE 
5" blade with leather sheath $42.50 

#70002 GERBER MK II SURVIVAL KNIFE 
6 '!<'' blade. Black leather sheath $49.50 

(Add $2.0D per knife for shipping.) 

~ 
S.W.Al COMBAT MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS FOR 
YOUR SHOTGUN increase shell capacity to 7 (18" 
or longer bbls.), 8 (20" or longer bbls.), or 10 
(26" or longer bbl~.) . Made for Remington 870. 
1100; Winchester 1200; and<Browning 5·A. Installs 
easily without alteration. Now used by the FBI, 
Secret Service, etc. Include make, model and 
gauge when ordering. 
7 DR 8 SHOT MODEL . . . . . . $22.00 
10 SHOT MODEL (Not available for 

Browning 5·A) . 
(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

ORIGINAL G.I. 
M-65 FIELD JACKET. 
Available in Sizes: 
S, M. L, XL. 

#1100 0.0. GREEN $49.95 
#1102 CAMOUFLAGE $49.95 
#1103 Original G.I. M-65 Cold 
Weather Liners .. . $16.95 

(Add $2.00 per unit lor shipping.) 

lfT G.I. ~ 
,... CAMOUFLAGE GEAR ~ 
# 10008 U.S.M.C. Ca mo Poncho $29.95 
# 10009 Ca mo Poncho Liner . . $29.95 
#33261 Camo Wallets . $ 6.95 
# 1130 Camo T·Shirt, S, M, L, XL $ 5.95 
# 1106 U.S.M.C. Camouflage 

fatigues; Sizes: S, M. L, XL $49.95 
# 1104 New U.S. Army Woodland 

Camouflage fatigues; S, M, L, XL $59.95 

(Add $2.00 shipping for the first item, 50° 
for each additional item.) 

OTHER G.I. GOODIES 
# 10160 New G.I. Compass . . . . . $29.95 
# 11 40 U.S.A.f. MA·I f lyer's Jackel. 

f ully reversible, sage green and Interna-
tional Orange. S, M, L, XL . . . $41.95 

# 10070 New M-17 Gas Mask 
with filters and bag . . . . . $49.95 

# 10052 U.S. Army .45 Auto Belt 
Holster, black . . . . . . . . $19.95 

# 10053 U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder 
Holster, fits .45 auto, black $19.95 

# 10084 M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag, 
latest issue, mummy style . . . . $49.95 

# 10082 G.I. flashlight with extra 
filters and bulb, 0.0. . . . . . . . $ 4.95 

# 10095 U.S. Army O.D. Plastic Canteen with 
latest issue canteen cover . . .. . $ 6.95 

# 11207 U.S.A.f. Sunglasses. gold·plaled 
frames, case included . . . $19.95 

#90012 MP Peerless Handcuffs $19.95 
# 10056 G.I. Combat Pack, used $ 5.95 
#6145 U.S. Army Machete 18" 

blade with 0.0. Sheath . . . . . . $12.95 
# 1122 G.I. 0.0. T-Shirts, S, M, L, XL . $ 3.50 
# 1760 U.S. Army Stainless Steel 

Pocket Knile, 4·blades, 1000 uses $ 7.95 
# 10302 G.I. Black Leather Combat 

Boots, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 $39.95 
# 10030 G.I. 0·3 Glove Shells, 

Sizes: S, M, L . . . . . . . $11.95 
# 10882 G.I. Wool Glove Liners, 

Sizes: S, M, L . $ 2.95 
# 10038 G.I. Duffie Bag, 

latest issue $21.95 
# 10000 G.I. Ammo Cans $ 5.95 

Add $2.00 shipping for th:.4 
first item, 50° for each 

additional item.) 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 

VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT 

The soft. collapsible hal ~-
made famous in Vietnam. · • 
Very comfortable. ~~ 

~~~~Os~~: ~·R~~N or ·; . 
# 1160 CAMOUFLAGE 
(Specify) . . . . $ 6.95 
(Add $1.50 per hal lor shipping.) 

BRAND NEW FACTORY 
FRESH COMBAT & TARGET 

MAGAZINES 
# 33206 German Luger 9mm 
# 33006 AR·l5/M·l6 30-shot G.I. . 
#33008 AR·15/M·16/AR·180/AR·IB 

40-shot steel 
# 33009 AR·15/M·16 Army 

30-shot plastic 

$14.95 
$ 6.00 

$24.95 

$ 9.95 
$ 9.95 
$12.95 
$24.95 

#33000 MinH4" 20-shot . 
# 33002 MinH4 • 30-shot . 
#33003 MinH4" 40-shot . 
#33010 Browning Hi-Power 

9mm Pistol , 13·shol $15.00 
#3301 1 Browning Hi-Power 

9mm Pistol, 13-shot 
Stainless . ... . . $21 .50 

#330120 Browning Hi-Power 
9mm Pistol, 21·shot Blue $28.50 

#33012t Browning Hi-Power 
9mm Pistol, 21-shol 
Stainless $34.50 

# 33451 Colt .45 Auto, 7 ·shot . $ 5.00 
# 345 15 Colt .45 Aulo, 15-shot . . . $15.00 
#33208 S & W Model 39, blued steel $ 7.00 
#33210 Walther P-38 9mm, blued $12.00 
#33204 Ruger 10/22" 25·shot . . . . $24.95 
(Add $1.00 for fi rst magazine-50' for each addi· 
lional magazine for shipping.) 

~W.W. I 
~EKNIFE 

Exact reproduction- brass handle, 6" blade. Truly 
a collector's ilem. Check local laws before order· 
ing. You must be over 21. 
# 700918 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19.95 

(Add $2 00 per knife for shipping.) 

COM50 "THE COMMANDO" SELF-COCKING 
CROSSBOW is the most fantastic crossbow ever 
produced. Suitable for S.WA.l applications. Ac· 
curate and Powertul. For all game hunting. Effort· 
less Self-Cocking Mechanism. Rugged alloy con· 
struction for years of dependable use. Automatic 
Safety Mechanism. 175 lb. Draw Weight. Scope 
not included. Retai l~()}. . 
Sa le Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $329.95 

(Add $6.00 per unit for shipping.) 

BRAND NEW M-1 
CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

#30016 5-shot Magazine 
# 30018 15-shot Magazine . 
# 30020 30-shot Magazine . . 
#30000 60-rd Jungle Clip -(Clips 

2·30 shot clips together) . 
#30002 Sling and Oiler ..... . 
# 10102 15-rd. Magazine Pouch­

holds 2·15 shot mags . 
# 30024 30-rd. Magazine Pouch ­

holds 2 or 4·30 shot mags .. 
# 3001 O Flash Hider 
# 30008 Muzzle Brake-Reduces recoil 

and muzzle jump 

s 2.50 
$ 2.50 
$ 4.00 

$ 4.95 
$ 3.95 

$ 1.50 

$ 4.95 
$12.95 

$12.95 
$ 2.95 # 30006 Piston Nut Wrench .. . . 

#30004 Scope Mount, no drilling 
or tapping . . . . . . . . . . . $12.95 

#3001 2 Ventilated Steel Handguard $ 4.95 
#013 Carbines, Ca l. 30 

Technical Manual . . . . . . . $ 5.95 
#Sl·8 M4 Carbine Bayonet w/M8A1 

Scabbard . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19.95 
(Add $1.50 shipping for first item, 25' for each 

additional item.) 

THE LITTLE BLACK BOX 
Warning lhis device is nol 

~ to be used for surveillancel 
Automatically starts re· 
corder when telephone is 
picked up. Records entire 
conversation, both sides ... 

Then automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Can be attached anywhere along 
the line-plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interterence or noise on lhe phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1" x 2" x 3". 
#90002 with alligator clip hook-up . $29.95 
# TR-150 with modular plug-in hook-up $29.95 

(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

NEW 8-SHOT 
TEAR GAS 

REVOLVER 
Fires 8- .22 ca l. teargas cartridges 

. or blanks in seconds. You must be over 21. 
91000 BLUE- Sale Priced at only $ 9.95 
91002 CHROME-Sale Priced at . $10.95 

(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 
91004 Hip Holster 
91006 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) 
91008 Extra-Loud Blanks-(100) . 
92000 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray, 

Pocket Size 
92004 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray, 

Police Size . 

$ 2.95 
$ 2.00 
$ 3.00 

$ 5.95 

s 8.95 

COLT .45 AUTO 
MAGS & CLIP I 
POUCH SET 
Heavy duty G.I. Canvas 
pouch with 3 brand new G.I. .45 auto magazines. 
Latest contract magazines. 

#452M $11.95 
(Acid s 150 ior shipping l 

G.I. AR-15/M-16 30 ROUND 
MAGS & POUCH SET 

G.I. Pouch with three (3) 
new G.I. 30-shot 
magazines. 

# M16S . . . $24.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

MINl-14 30 ROUND MAGS & 
~OUCH SET 

G.I. Pouch with three (3) new 30-shot Mini-14 
magazines. 
# M14S $39.95 

(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

BRAND NEW 
RIOT GUN PISTOL 

GRIP KIT 

THE BLACK BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 

"Improvised Munitions Handbook," is lhe most 
sought after, heretofore impossible lo obtain 
Army Manual. Includes revealing chapters on: 
Improvised Explosives and Propellants; Mines & 
Grenades; Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars 
& Rockets; Incendiary Devices; fuses; Ignition & 
Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, and Re· 
coiless Rifles lrom easy to obtain materials and 
much, much more! New expanded edition! Limited 
Number Available' ORDER NOW! 
# BB $10.00 ppd. 

NEW! RARE! QUICK RELEASE 
VIETNAM ISSUE PISTOL BELT 

# 10034 . $ 5.95 
. (Add $150 1or shipping J 

MINl-14 ACCESSORIES 

SCOPE MOUNT, no drilling or tapping. lnsta-Mount. 

# IM180 lor Series 180 Mini 14 $21.95 
# IM181 lor Series 181, 182 Mini-14 $21.95 
# RM1 Rear Sight Tool, tJ adjust windage 

& elevation $ 9.95 
# RM2 Match Rear Sight, blue $ 9.95 
# RM4 flash Hider. Blue Steel, 

Installs in seconds $14.95 
#RMS Stainless Steel flash Hider . $19.95 
# RM6 Extra Power Recoil Spring-

Improves feeding, reliability. 
Specify series IBO, 181, 182 $ 4.95 

#RM7 Ventilated Handguard . . . . $13.50 
# RMB Bayonet Lug, installs in seconds. 

Will hold M7 bayonet . $22.00 
#LSP-18 Mini 14 Manual . . . . . . . $ 2.95 
(Add $1.50 shipping for first item, 25' lor each 

additional item.) 

BRITISH COMMANDO 
BATTLE JACKET 
LAST CALL! 
This attractive jacket is 
Brand New British govern· 
ment surplus. A light· 
weight, rugged, all-purpose 
jacket made of 0.0. color, 
denim. May never be 
available again. Sizes: 
S, M, L. 
"Please send height, chest and waist measure· 
ments lor an exact fit. 
# BCBJ. Only . . . . . . . . . . $14.95 

(Add $2 00 for shipping.) 

AR-15/M-16 ACCESSORIES 
The ultimate in firepower and shortness. 
Used extensively by Federal law enforcement of· # 70027 G.I. M-7 Bayonet & Sheath 
ficers. Easy lo install. Take off buttstock and #32026 Ordnance & Armorer's Wrench 

$29.95 
$12.00 
$1 6.00 
$19.95 
$ 5.95 

replace with our pistol grip. For Rem. 870, Marlin # 32012 Flash Hider 
120. Win. 1200. Mossberg Pump, High Standard :moo ~-~~eM~~~~: 
Pump, Win. Mod. 12, and lthica 37. # 061 Ar-15 Full Auto Conversion 
(Please specify when ordering.) Manual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4.95 
# RGK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30.00 (Add $1 .50 shipping for the first item, 25'for each 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) additional item.) 

ORDERING INFORMATION! To order by mail, use the coupon below, or separate 
sheet. Mail with payment. Add shipping or your order will be delayed. BA, MC, COD'S may call 
800·323·3233. Minimum phone order $25.00. Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii call 312·598·4466. PARELLEX 
CORPORATION, CHICAGO RIDGE, IL 60415. For questions or information call-312·598·4466. r------------, 
I 

Mail to: PRPELLEXO Box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 

1 l;)ept. SO F 17 \'.:cORPORAT10N 

I Please send fol lowing 

1 
I D Money Order D Check Enclosed$ I 
I ILLINOIS RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TAX I 

CHARGE TO MY: D Mastercharge D Visa/Bankamerica Card 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I EXP. DATE I I I I I I I 
I My name is I 
I 

I live at I 
City State Zip _ _ _ 

I NEW! 1981 PARELLEX CORPORATION CATALOG. MILITARY SURPLUS, POLICE EQUIPMENT, CUTLERY, I 
MILITARY & SURVIVAL MANUALS, SELF DEFENSE PRODUCTS. FULLY ILLUSTRATED. ALL ITEMS 

I GUARANTEED. $1.00. (Free with order). Satisfaction Guaranteed or you r Money Back! I ........ ___________________________ ... _ ------------
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American Pistol Institute. Paulden. Arizona 86334 

The Complete Private 
Smallarms Training Center 

THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Twenty-six Expert Instructors 

Seven Qualified Range Masters 
Two Complete Combat Simulators 

Eighteen Firing Ranges. from 
arm's length to 1000 mete.rs. 

"Crisis Management in Short Range 
Interpersonal Confrontations" 

Rifle. Pistol and Shotgun. All levels. 

Write today for information. 
Send S2 for API brochure. 

Jef f Cooper's 

American Pistol Institute 
Paulden, AZ 86334 

FREE 
AFGHANISTAN 

seam 
Open 
muzzle 

At tranchlzed dealers everywhere 
or order direct! 
2-3" AUTO & REV. 
PLAIN $30.50 

Plus 10% Postage & Handling 
(Calif. Res. add 6% Sales Tax) 

10 SOWIEll OF 110ll'l'UNE 

COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 
Pistol Potpourri 

by Ken Hackathorn 

J H E search for a quality magazine for 
the Colt .45 auto P,isto l has been 

widespread in recent years. Many com­
petitive practical shooters have modified 
various stock-production magazines to in ­
crease the cartridge capacity to eight 
rounds. This approach gives the 19 11 
pisto l in .45 ACP a total capacity o f nine 
rounds when fu lly loaded. The trick is to 
cu t o ff part o f the magazine follower and 
shorten the spring to allow an extra car ­

. !ridge to be inserted into the magazine 
body. This system works with varying de­
grees of success. Its most common failures 
are unreliable feed ing of rounds and failure 

TbeP~stol 
Pocket ____ __........, 

The Wove of the Future 
Available Now From Bianchi 
•Pistol Pocket (Model #3) - a totally New 
Concealment Holster! •Engineered by 
Bianchi to ride high! •Designed to hug 
closer to your body! •Fast draw - yet 
absence of bulk! •Handmade & hand 
molded to fit exact gun models! 

Write 
today for our 

New 1982 
Full Color 
Catalog 

SEND $1.00 TO: 

of the m odified eight-shot magazines to 
lock ihe slide to the rear on the last shot. In 
many practical shooting events in which 
ammo capacity and sp eed are critical. the 
added round can be crucial. 

The Devel Corporation . Dept . SOF. 
3441 W . Brainard Rel .. C leveland. O H 
441 22. has recently introduced a new­
production eight-round magazine for the 
Colt Government Model and Com mander 
.45 A C P pistol. Devel's new design is the 
same size as the standard seven-shot mag­
azine. (It does not protrude from the p istol 
butt .) The new Devel magazine not only of­
fers eight-round capacity but a badly need­
ed standard of reliability and quality. Proto­
types of these magazines have been used 
both by Ross· Seyfried and Mickey Fowler . 
who placed first and second respectively in 
the 1981 World IPSC C hampionship 
m atches in South Africa . 

I have been testing and using a prototype 
Devel magazine since the fall of 1981 . It 
has proven to be both rugged and reliable. 
Unlike many of the home-brewed conver­
sions. the Devel design locks the slide open 
on the last shot . and falls free of the weap­
on when ejected . At a suggested retail price 
of $18 . 95. the Devel magazine will be a 
welcome addition to the .45 auto-shooter's 
accessory kit . 

D UE to the 1911 .45 pisto l's popular ity 
in practical-pisto l shooting , demand 

for m atch -grade barrels has reached a rec­
ord high . For the last five or six years. 
shooters have stood in line for Irv Stone's 
Bar -Sto stain less-steel barrels. Once . part 
o f this demand was filled with various GI­
production National M atch .45 auto barrels 
and bushings. which had . been supplied 
both by Colt and other contractors to 
meet exact government requirements. 
When fitted with a G I NM barrel and 
bushing. a top -grade. accurate p isto l 
resulted. But . now that the government 
has phased out most of its target-shooting 
competition . these supplies have dr ied up. 
The military match barrels were manufac-

Continued on page 92 
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Jeff Cooper: M.A.-UCLA, B.A.-Stanford, writer, college professor, founder and combat master Southwest Pistol 
League, founder and director American Pistol Institute, founder and honorary lifetime Chairman International 
Practical Shooting Confederation, former United States Marine Colonel, and the most internationally renowned 
and knowledgeable combat pistolcraft instructor in the world . 

• 

EFF COOPER'S BREN TEN 
INITIAL ISSUE COM­
MEMORATIVE - pays 

tribute to and honors the distinguished 
career of the father of modern combat 
pistolcraft - JEFF COOPER, and 
marks the kick-off of the production 
of the most desired pistol ever made -
THE BREN TEN lOMM AUTO. 

DESCRIPTION 
This E>xqu ifiitl.'ly nailed pieee is a fully func .. 

tional. finely tuned. eommemorative <·nm ha! pistol. 
It has all of the features of a standard production 
model Hren Ten including selectivP douhlei singll' 
action. reversihle thumb safety. and replaC't>ahle 
front sight. plus all of !ht> custom features tnatJeff 
Cooper has p<>rscinally and expressly dPsignated 
for this pistol. The superb stainless steel frame and 
hlue steel slide have heen highly polished to a 
mirror-like finish. with specially selected detailing 
meticulously crafted in 22k gold plate. To compli­
ment our heritage. this fine pistol is completely 
made in America. A special manufacturer's seal 
will he placed on each commemorative after it has 
been personally inspected a nd test-fired hy Jeff 
Cooper. with a reg-istered serial number coordi· 
nateci certificate of authenticity. Each commemor· 
ative is presented in its own custom fitted, hand· 
rubbed. specia lly selected dark wood presentation 
chest. lined with rich. plush. deep burgundy velvet. 
with the owner's name inscribed on the ensconced 
custom plaque within. To further enrich this iss ue, 
twelve deactivated 22k g-old plated. !Omm auto 
cartridges are included. 

AVAILABILITY & SHIPMENT 
Orders are now being accepted on a first come, 

first served basis. Requests for specific serial num­
bers will be honored if available; otherwise, you 
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will be assigned a serial number as your order is 
received. Once the minimum subscription level. 
ne<'essary to justify production time, has been 
reached, production will begin. Two hundred of 
these fine pistols are scheduled to he produced per 
week, with shipment.s diredly from our exclusive 
commemorative dealer, Gun Finders, Phoenix. 
Arizona. Because we have no control over how fast 
orders will he sent in. we cannot guarantee a 
specific delivery date. Although we will do every­
thing within our power to deliver the commemora· 
tives in a timely manner. we will not sacrifice 
quality and care in craftsmanship for a li ttle time. 

ASSURANCE & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
To guarantee commemorative production, a ll 

funds are to be sent directly to Sunwest Bank, 
where they will be deposited a nd held in a special 
Trust Account. The funds cannot be released until 
the necessary minimum subscription level is 
reached. If, for a ny reason, the minimum subscrip­
tion level is not reached, then 100% of the sub­
scriber 's funds will be returned directly by the 
Bank. Upon receiptofyourorder,you will receive a 
formal acknowledgement package which will in· 
elude your assigned serial number, a bank docu­
ment showing your funds have been deposited in 
the Trust Account, a special discount coupon , a 
copy of "Jeff Cooper on Handguns," and much 
more. 

HOW TO ORDER 
Assured Order Plan: The best and most direct 
way to assure your order is to make out your check 
for $2,000, payable to: Jeff Cooper Commemor­
ative Trust Account, and send it directly to Sun­
west Bank. 
Charge Card Plan: Charge your order on either 
VISA or MasterCard. Send your order directly to 
Sunwest Bank for processing. Indicate: Card 
charged. account number, expiration date, and 
your signature. 
30-Day Reservation Plan: Send your reserva­
tion request to the ma nufacturer. but send no 
money, whereupon you will be assigned a serial 

number. To receive your confirmation and ac· 
knowledgement package, send your check within 
30 days for the full $2,000 to Sunwest Bank. DO 
NOT send a ny money to the manufacturer. Sub· 
scribers not completing their order, will have their 
serial numbers reassigned. 

Regardless of which method you choose, remem· 
ber, all funds go to the Bank. 

This is the only production pistol ever to bear 
Jeff Cooper's name. It is a special one-time issue, 
and when fully s ubscribed will never be available 
again, with production strictly limited to 2,000 
pistols. This is the ultimate, absolute top-of·the­
line, commemorative combat pistol. If there was 
ever one commemorative to get. this is it. 

l-------oo~Rro~-------

1 Jeff Cooper's Bren Ten I Initial Issue Commemorative 
I 0 Assured Order 0 Charge Card 
I VIBA # ... 
11 S d t MC ti · · ····· . en o: 
I Jeff Cooper Commemorative Trust Account 
I Sunwest Bank. :101 South Gla~sell Street 
I Orange. Cali fornia 92666 

I 0 30-Day Reservation 
I Send to: 
I DornauR & Dixon Enterprises, In<·. 
I 167111 ,Judy Wny. Cerritos. California 90701 
I 
I 
I I Name . . .......... . .. . ........ . ..........•.. 
I Prilll C'lt·nrl:y 

I Addre"• ...•..•.................... . ....••.. 
I 
I I . .. . . . . . .. . . ... . . ................. . 
I Arizona residents. please add 5% State sales tax. 
I 10123456 
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IN REVIEW 

tune (see "MACVSOG Equipment and 
Weapons," SOF, June '81, p. 45). 

In the words of Gen. William West­
moreland, "Vietnam Order of Battle is a 
work of rare commemorative and histori­
cal value." Here is the complete, illus­
trated reference to U.S. Army , Marine 
and allied ground forces in Vietnam. Its 
detail is astounding. 

VIETNAM ORDER OF BATTLE. By 
Shelby L. Stanton. Washington, D.C. : 

Vietnam Order of Battle covers the en­
tire organization, structure and opera­
tions of U.S. and allied ground forces in 
Vietnam from 1961 to 1973. It documents 
every major unit stationed in Vietnam 
with critical data on their tours of service, 
including official unit designation, unit 
function, dates of arrival and dep.arture, 
unit location, authorized strength, pre­
vious station, table of o rganization and 
equipment and distinctive insignia. 

U.S. News Books. 1981. 416 pp. 200 
photos. 25 maps. $49.95. Review by Wil­
liam M. Broo ks. 

SHE LBY L. Stan ton served six years as 
an infan try officer during the Viet­

nam conflict, first with the 3rd Brigade, 
82d Airborne Division , then with the 5th 
Special Fo rces Group and 20th Engineer 
Brigade. T oday he is chief Vietnam editor 
fo r the International Military Encyclo­
pedia. He has also published articles in 
Strategy and Tactics and Soldier of For-

This volume also brings together a com­
plete, full-color collection of more than 
400 distinctive unit insignias, to include 
every authorized insignia worn during the 
Vietnam War. Also included is a photo 
collection o f more than 100 primary 
vehicles and weapons used by the U .S. Ar­
my and Marines in Vietnam . A list of 
Medal of Honor recipients during the 

Jaunty and daring and classy -
like the profess ional's who wear 
them. These are offic ial regulation 
berets of 100% vat dyed wool and 
meeting · all military specs. Made 
expressly fo r us by the prime gov­
ernment contractor. 

Also available: Official headgear 
fo r: 
D Airborne Qualified (Maroon) 
D Ranger Commandos (Black) 
D Artille ry & Guardian Angels 

(Red) 
D Commando Dress (Camouflage) 
Sizes - 6 7/a to 7314 
(Not sure of head size? le\\ us \\ow 
many inches arou nd your head 
where you wear your hat. We 'll send 
the right one .) $12.50/each. 
Special Forces Crest - $3.001 
each postpaid. 
Paratrooper Badge - $3.00/each 
postpaid. 
Beret Flashes (Specify 1st. 3rd , 
6th, 8th , 12th or Vietnam group) 

· $1. 75 each postpaid . 

12 soumm 011 l'llllTUNE 

EJ Regulation GI Dog Tags -
·set of 2 stainless steel tags and 
2 stainless chains (4" and 24" ) 

.......... $3.00/set postpaid 
Want us to print them? WE'LL 

PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 
16 spaces per line. 
D Printing .. only S1 .00 per tag 
( $2.00 per set) f'_ '\\I l ill fb 

~:a·fUUV"Ji 
ALL ORDERS SHIPPED ~ --~ ·.:..·.-- . ~~~~~ WITHIN 24 HOURS ~ 

SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 

SHIPPING COSTS­
please include with all orders 

except postpaid items . 
1 item -$1.50 

2 or 3 items -$2 .50 
4 or more items -$'3.25 

RE CON 

2 color silkscreens (never a rub­
bery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you' II be proud of. Another Kauf­
man's Exclusive: 

r.

t ~\)1()11-11\r,1::~ 
~ \\rES'l' (~ 

Army ·Navy Goods 

Send check or monev order to : 
Kaufman 's West-Dept. A-35 

504 Yale S.E., 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87106 

D Special Forces - grey shirt, 
(50% cotton/ 50% polyester) 
black and white design. 

D Airborne/Ranger - black shirt 
(100% cotton) red and white 
des ign . 

D Marine Recon - red shirt 
(100% cotton) gold and white 
design. 
Specify size (S, M, L, 
XL) ....... $7. 95/each 

Vietnam conflict is also given. 
For anyone with an interest in the Viet ­

nam War - veterans, military en th us­
iasts, researchers, modelers, histo ria ns -
Vietnam Order of Battle is an in­
dispensable diary that provides a com­
plete, factual record of a un ique war. 

·~: 
r='\~\ 
\~ "··' 
~ 
-~ 
t - .... ~ --: 

~·- -~1 
' -·?: 

Pumam 

RICHARD. 
QUEEN -· -····-·-··-···-······-···-

With 
Patncia Hass 

INSIDE & OUT: Hostage To Iran , 
Hostage To Myself. By Richard Q ueen 
with Patricia Hess. New York : G .P . P u t­
nam's Sons. 1981. 286 pp. $13.95. Review 
by M. L. Jones. 

I NSIDE & Out is of interest beca use it is 
the first account o f one hostage' s su r­

vival in Iran. Richard Queen is the young 
American diplomat who was released 
from captivity six months be fore the 
hostage drama ended in January 1981. His 
incom petent Iranian jailors were unable 
to diagnose the disease (multiple scleros is) 
from which he was suffe ring - and they 
were afraid of adverse publicity if he died 
while in their clutches. 

In his book, Queen reveals for the fir st 
time that their Irania n captors staged a 
mock execution just after midnight on 7 
February 1980 when he and several other 
American hostages were dragged into the 
room where, six weeks earlier, TV 
cameras had recorded their first Christ­
mas in captivity. He wri tes : " I hea rd a 
sudden, metallic click as the masked men 
locked the bolts on their rifles .... None 
of the Americans cried, no one begged, no 
one asked for mercy. Ju st the ter r ible 
silence." But nothing happened. T hey 
were dragged away, one by one, back lo 
the room s which had become their pri so n 
cells. 

Told in a flat style that is perhaps a p­
propriate to the events which it chronicles, 
Inside & Out could be considered a sur­
vival manual. Since brainwashin g was in­
troduced in the Korean War, th e wise ser­
viceman has added the technique of sur­
vival despite mind manipulation to hi s 
tra ining. Richard Queen' s book yields 
some valuable pointers to this tactic . 

~ 
/' 
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New from U.S.News Books! 

The definitive reference 
to the U.S. Army and 
Allied ground forces in 
Vietnam. 

Unit Listings. 
The definitive 
listing of every 
U.S. Army unit in 
Vietnam from 1961 
through 1973, in­
c luding designations, 
type, insignia, arrival 
and departure dates, 
previous station, 
location and strength. 
Special sections 
include other U.S. 
services and Allies . 

Vehicles, Armaments and Weapons. A special 
50-page photo section inc ludes displa'ys of fixed­
wing aircraft, helicopters, helicopter armament. artil­
lery, small weapons, vessels and support vehicles 
used in the Vietnam conflict. 

~--=-~=--==;.= 

~i'~t)--i~-1 
=- --- ="= --

0 ~ ~~ ?f 
~ -~--~i 
~ :o~.r~ 

@\' 
- qi S: 

;....- ~ 

Distinctive Insignia. A 32-page section presents the · 
only complete col lection of color photographs of ac­
tual insignia and badges worn in Vietnam- 430 in all. 
Includes authorized and unauthorized insignia, spe­
cial skills and foreign badges. Many new, lost, rare or 
never before published. 

MAY/82 

lntroductjon by William C. 
Westmoreland . The Senior 
Commander of the U.S. and 
Allied Forces in Vietnam from 
1964 through 1968, General 
Westmoreland comments: "The 
Vietnam Order of Battle is a 
work of rare commemorati ve 
and historical value. The ency­
clopedic detail is unequaled for 
any war in which the U.S. Army 
has engaged. There is no com­
parable order of battle even 
for World War II. It has made 
a major contri bution to the 
history of a unique war and a 
troubled era." 

BOOKS 

Here, for the first time 
anywhere, is a complete, author­

itative Order of Battle on the war in Viet­
nam-a one-of-a-kind data base for 
military historians, researchers, edu­
cators, libraries, collectors, modelers, 
veterans, and weapons, insignia, uni­
form and war strategy enthusiasts. 

Compiled over seven years by 
Shelby L. Stanton, Captain, U.S. Army, 
Retired, the 416-page compendium 
covers the entire organization and 
structure of U.S. ground forces in 
Vietnam ; major commands and key 
operations ; divisions; infantry and 
airborne brigades; combat support, 
service and special units; deployments 
and stations; casualties by type, rank · 

-·----·---.. _________ ...... 

Strategic Maps. More than two dozen maps detai l 
major Allied tactical and support elements. troop de-
ployments and unit locations. · 

and state; Medal of Honor recipients ; 
even a glossary of troop slang. Primary 
emphasis is given to listing all units 
(down to company level) that served, 
both American and Allied, their terms 
of service, location, stations, author­
ized strength, command relationship, 
functions and major missions. 

The Vietnam Order of Battle is an en­
cyclopedic, illustrated reference to the 
entire state of American and Allied 
Forces in Vietnam during the years of 
conflict, 1961to1973. There is no other 
publication like it available fro·m any mil­
itary, governmental or private source. 
SPECIFICATIONS: Measures 9V2 by 12v. inches 
• Contains 416 pages • Features more than 65 
pages of photographs, 32 in full color 

U.S. News & World Report 

"tlff&'tl =~.o~7~~vision 
M:!el•l$'--W Bergenfield , NJ 07621 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Send ___ copies of the Vietnam Order of Battle I 
@ $49.95 each ($54.95 in Canada) plus S2. 75 each ! 
for shipping and handling. Please allow 4 weeks for 
delivery. 
Please print: 
Name ___________ _ 

Address _______ ____ _ 

City _____ State __ Zip __ _ 

Payment enclosed:·$ _______ _ 
Charge to: D Master Charge D Visa 

Cred~ Card Number-------­

Expiration Date ----------
Signature ______ ____ _ 

·------------------!~~~~ 
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COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet& 
Scabbard 
Blade length: 7." Fea­
tures: Wire cutter, 
razor back saw blade, 
belt attachments, 
sure-grip handle and 
tie-thongs. 

SWISS SIG 
Bayonet& 
Scabbard 
Model 510-4 
7.62 NATO 
Blade length 7." Fea­
tures: Wire cutter, 
razor back saw blade, 
belt attachment, 
sure-grip handle, and 
tie ttiongs. 

G-3 RIFLE* 
(HK 91/93) 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 
Blade length 6V.." 
Features: Belt at­
tachment and sure­
grip handle. 
· (NOTE: Bayonet adapter 
for rifl e is separate. See 
item no. 51· 20.) 

GERMAN 
ARMY MK Ill 
Boot Knife & 
Scabbard 
Blade length 5." Fea­
tures: Quick release 
safety snap, belt at­
tachment, sure-grip 
handle, and leather 
scabbard 

$29.95 
SJ-6 

$29.95 

$26.95 
Sl-18 

f 1 
$19.95 

(not shown) Sl-19 
New COLT AR-15/M16 
Bayonet with M8A1 Scabbard 
Blade length 6V2." Features wire 
cutter, belt attachment, sure­
grip handle and tie thongs. 

$25.95 

CUT AND SAVE FOR FUTURE SAVINGS! 

COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet& 
Scabbard 
Blade length: 7." Fea­
tures: Bottle opener, 
wire cutter, razor back 
saw blade, belt at­
tachments, sure-grip 
handle, and tie­
thongs. 

M4CARBINE 
BAYONET 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 
U.S. Caliber .30 M1 
Carbine. Blade length: 
6Y2." Features: Belt at­
tachment, sure-grip 
handle, and tie­
thongs. 

G-3 RIFLE* 
(HK 91/93) 
Norwegian 
Model) 
Bayonet with 
M8A1 Scabbard 
Blade length: 6Y2." 
Features: Belt at­
tachment and sure­
grip handle. 
*(NOTE: Bayonet adapter 
~~~lf~: .'~1.'fo)~ate . See 

M-6 
BAYONET 
M14 RIFLE 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 
Blade length: 6Y2." 
Features: Belt at­
tachment, sure-grip 
handle and tie-thongs. 

$32.95 
Sl-8 

$19.95 
Sl-13 

l 
~ 

$26.95 
Sl-21 

t 
$20.95 

Sl-20 

G-3 Adaptor I= 
G-3 Adapter for · 
Sl-12, 81-13 and . · · y 
Sl-14 for 
attachment of 
bayonet to rifle . $8.95 

COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet& 
Scabbard 

COMBAT 
KNIFE with 
Scabbard 
Blade length : 7." Fea­
tures: Wire cutter, 
razor back saw blade, 
belt attachments, 
sure-grip handle, and 
tie thongs. 

Blade length: 10" 
(long) . Features: Wire 
cutter, razor back saw 
blade, belt at­
tachments, sure-grip 
handle, and tie­
thongs. $37.25 $25.95 

MSA1 
GARAND 
BAYONET 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 
U.S.Caliber .30 M1 
Garand Rifle. Blade 
length: 6Y2." Features: 

Sl-9 Sl-10 

Belt attachment, 
sure-grip handle, and 
tie-thongs. $20.95 

COLT 
AR-15/M16 
M-7 
BAYONET 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 
Blade length: 6Y2." 
Features: Belt at­
tachment, sure-grip 
handle, and tie­
thongs. $19.95 

G-3 RIFLE* 
(HK 91/93) 
Bayonet& 
Scabbard 
Blade length: 10" 
(long) . Features: 

SJ-14 I i~:: 

ri ' 
-J 

Woodgrain scabbard, 
belt attachment and 
sure-grip handle. 
•(NOTE: Bayonet adapter 
for rifle Is separate. See 
Item no. 51·20) . $32.95 

COMBAT 
AUSTRIAN 
ARMY Knife 
and Scabbard 
Blade length: 6Y2." 
Features: Bottle 
opener, belt attach­
ment and sure-grip 
handle. Colors: SJ-15 
O.D. Green, Sl-16 
Black. $14.95 

Sl-7 COLLECTORS' 
PRESENTATION 

CASE 
6 different Bayonets & 

Scabbards are ready for 
your di~ p lay. A must for every 

co llector! Each case con ta ins 
1 each of the following; 

Sl-10 COLT Sl· l l COMBAT 
AR· l 5/ M16 l(NIFE 

~ ' 
\, 

Sl-1A 
COLT 
AR-15/ M16 
Bayonet& 
Scabbard 

·$25.95 r IJ
GERMAN A~I~~ 
BUNDESWEHR"S 
Combat Knife 

$29.95 
si.5coMBAT Shl cou Fl1.cide length: 7" Blade length 51/z" 

~ l(MIFE AA-151w1 is Features: Razor back saw Featu res Sure-grip handle, 
s1-1 cou Sl-4 coMe.1.1 blade, belt attachments, sure-grip alumi num Scabbard and belt 
AA-1s1M1& l(NJFE handle. and ti e-thon s. attachment. 

$169.95 Sl-10A 

GERMAN ARMY Sl-23 

Sl-4A 
COMBAT 
KNIFE with 
Scabbard 

J COLT 
AR-15/ M16 M7 
BAYONET with 
M8A1 Scabbard 

COLLAPSIBLE 
WIRE 
CUTTERS 

BRAND 
NEW 
$26.95 

$23.95 I $29.95 
Blade length: 7" 

Features : Razor back saw Blade length: 9" 
blade. belt attachments, sure-grip Features: Belt allachment. 
handle, an_d tie-thongs. and sure-grip handle. 

COMBAT 
KNIFE with 
Scabbard 
Blade length: 10" 
(long). Features: Wire 
cutter, razor back saw 
blade, belt attach­
ments, sure-grip han­
dle, and tie-thongs. 

COMBAT 
KNIFEM3 
Bayonet with 
M8A1 
Scabbard 
Blade length: 6Y2." 
Features: Belt at­
tachment, sure-grip 
handle,and tie tt)ongs. 

BELGIUM 
FAL Bayonet 
& Scabbard 
Blade length: 6Y2." 
Features: Belt at­
tachment. 

$32.95 
Sl-11 

$16.95 
SJ-17 

$36.95 
E~ample ol wire cull ing 
capabilities ol the world 
famous E1ckhorn bayonel 
This lealure available 

s:~~. l~~~~l~~~~~l~~del s 
Sl-5. St -6 , Sl-19. 

,_,,._~~~~--'"'-~~~~~~----.I 

BRAND NEW 
G.I. AMMUNITION CANS 

50 Caliber (M2A1) cans 
$9.00 ea. Special case 
offer of 12 cans in 
original government pack 
(weight 70 lbs.) $85.00 
per case 

30 Caliber (7 .62 NATO) 
cans $6.95 ea. Special 
case offer of 16 cans in 
original government pack 
(weight 64 lbs.) $74.00 
per case 

Note: Individual cans purchased add 
$3.00 per unit for shipping and handling. 
CASE LOTS SHIPPED FREIGHT 
COLLECT. 
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1. Barrel New Colt Mfg . 
3. Bushing . barrel .. . 
4. Bushing, stoek screw ... . 
5. C~. Marnspring .... .. 

. . . : $45.00 
8.00 

.75 

.75 

~: 5~~~~ine : : : . 
~. f=t<ir .. ..... . 

10. Guide. recoil spring . 
tl. Hammer ........ .. 
12. Hammer Wide Spur ... . 
13. Housinc, m'ainspring {arched) 
14. Hoosing,mainspring flat .. . 
15. link, Barrel ...... . .. . 
16. Lock. mag. catch .... . 
17. Lock. safety (thumb) .. . 
t8. Magazine. New G.I. . . . 

~R ~~.n;~i~1g1ink · " : ... . 
20A. Pin. retainer lanyard loop " . 
2t . Pin. ejectO! .. .. ..... 
22. Pin, f11ing . . . 
23. Pin. hammer ... . 
24. Pin. hammer strut ...... . 

~~ : ~\g : ~~g~~l~ :sing '. 
27. Pin, sear .. 
28. Plug, re 
29. Plunger, .. 
30. Plunger. stop . . . 
3t . Retarner. hOusing pin ... . 
32. Salety grip (long tang) .. 
~: ~~;w. gnp .. 
36. Sight. lr1mt . 
37. Sight. rear ...... . 

~: ~~:\~ : ~~~ ~~~ch .· . 
41 . Spring, Plunger . 
42 Spring. recoil .. . 
43 Spring, sear . 
44. Stocks grips . wooo .. 
45. Stocks grips , plastic ... . 
46. Stocks wood diamond 

46A. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 

Stop, slide .. .' · 
Suut, hammer ..... . 
Trigger ........ .. 
TriWa[iil~,t~tstop ..... _ 

52. Tube, plunger 
!slide. stop & safety) . 

4.00 
4.00 
4.00 

11.00 
7.25 

12.50 
14.50 
t2.00 
t4.00 
1.50 
1.00 

10.00 
6.00 
1.00 
.75 
.50 
.75 

2.25 
.75 
.75 
.75 
.75 
.75 

2.00 
1.00 
1.00 
.75 

t0.00 
.75 

6.00 
2.00 
2.50 

.90 

.75 
.75 

1.00 
1.85 

11 .00 
4.00 

13.00 
19.95 
2.25 

15.00 
1.50 

t6.65 

8.95 

4.50 

~· t:J~1b:;' · · · · · · · · l~ 4 Bolt Coinplete ~ ~:~ Heavy-duty canvas. Metal interior COLT AR-1 5/M16 

EMERGENCY SURVIVAL KIT 
1 tnsianr Boav Pfotochon lrom me clements 
2 F1tllAIOSuDP1te1 
3 Staveand l-lea1LoouiOs 
• IM!lin!El'lefgy 
5 Sig~lu'IQ SuPOlies $34.95 

1 fa BROWNING 9mm Ht POWER ORIG. G.I. 30 ROUND ~~1 
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I WAS THERE 
by Don Pugsley 

as told to M .L. I ones 

A 1969 helicopter crash sen t Don Pug­
sley home after only three mon ths in Viet­
nam, where he was serving as a medic with 
the Fifth Special Forces Group on Proj ect 
Delta. When Pugsley arrived in -country, 
Delta was working the Cen tral H ighlands 
around Kont um . As he tells it: 

AFTER three weeks in ' Nam , I had yet 
to lose my "cherry"' stat us. W hen 

I'd arr ived I was a well- tra ined but unsea­
so ned Special Fo rces a idma n and so I was 
the low man of a team o f fi ve med ics a nd 
got all the scu t wo rk - li ke on the nigh t 
when, a t 0300 ho urs, a da maged gunshi p 
landed in our co m pou nd . Its mi ni-gun 
had dis in tegrated in act ion and m y o rders 
were to pick the meta l sli vers o ut o f th e 
door gu nner's but t. 

When I finis hed with the tweezers, the 
sun was up and a new day had beg un . It 
started wi th sick calls for o ur uni t and a 
nearby Mo ntagna rd village, fo llowed by 
build ing cho pper reve tm ents, and ended 
with unl oading a C- 130. We fin ished la te 
in the afte rn oo n and I too k advantage of 
my few free momen ts to .gra b so me shut ­
eye in the dispensary ten t. 

l was dozing off when the tent was 
rocked by a n explos io n . Too ti red to be 
afra id and too ignorant to d iffe ren tia te in ­
coming from o ut-goi ng, I decided th e 
blast came from th e a rt y unit next doo r. 

Sgt. McDonald ru shed in to the ten t, 
be llowing, " Wha t the hell a re you doin g? 
We ' re ta king ro und s! Get o ff yo ur ass and 
over to yo ur stat ion !" 

He d idn 't have to te ll me twice . Two 
mo re rounds shook the gro und as I 
jumped out of the rack, grabbed m y a id 
kit and beat fee t. My dest in a tio n was the 
Recon sergeant's bun ker w.aaaaay over o n 
the other side of the camp. I had to cover 
a good quarter of a mile of open te rra in . 

As I chugged a lo ng, I sca nned the ho ri ­
zon for signs of enemy fire. Sure eno ugh , · 
pl umes of rocket smoke eru pted from th e 
mountain s, fi rst one a nd th en two more. 
They were com mie surface- to-s ur face mis­
siles, big bastards , ni ne feet long and 
122mm wide. l stood o ut li ke a t ick on a 
pig ' s rum p. My first tho ught was to d ive 
into th e nearest hole. But I kept on run ­
ning, picking up speed , a ll the time watch­
ing the contrail s in the sky. 
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T he fi rst rocket peaked and started 
co ming in, and soon I heard the roa r o f it s 
moto r . I ran faste r. T he miss il e slamm ed 
to earth a hun dred yards away, ta kin g o ut 
an AR VN barracks . Wood , shin gles a nd 
dirt clods ra ined aro und me. 

I kept on ru nn ing . 
I cou ld see two sergeants in th e bunker 

doo rway egging me on , th o ugh I d id n't 
need thei r cheers to keep me moving. 
Righ t overhead · the seco nd two rockets 
were screami ng in , much closer th an th e 
fi rst. 

I lunged for the safety of th e bun ker 
j ust as th eir b lasts went off behind IT)e . 
T he shrapnel missed me but the co ncus­
sio n picked me up a nd catapulted me into 
th e dugo ut . 

I hit the steps on my ass, then tu m bled 
ankles over elbows, land ing sprawled li ke 
a bea r rug on th e bunk er fl oor. While the 
men ha r-de-har 'ed, one of the sergeants 
toasted me with h is coffee cup: 

"Welco me Vietn am , so n ," he 
grin ned. "Welcome to Viet nam ." 

I F you have a combat or adven ture 
story for " It Happened to Me" or 

" / Was There," trip le-space type it 
and send it to SOF, P. 0. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, A ltn: M. L. Jones. 
A ll s1ories should be 500 words or less. 
Upon publicarion, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights. Sub­
m itted ar! icles are subject to edit ing 
and revision, al1hough !heir con tent 
and Iheme will not be changed. 

Pho/Os (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful. Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper and 
keyed 10 each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
en velope so we can notify you of ac­
ceptance or return your story. A rticle 
payment is $50, upon p ublication . A ll 
entran ls will receive an SOF patch. 

70%0FOUR 
WILD DUCKS 

ARE BORN 
INA FOREIGN 

COUNTRY 
Most of this continent's 
wild ducks are born in 
the wetlands of Can­
ada, which are under 
threat of extinction. 
Revenues from Fed­
eral Duck Stamps 
can't help because law 
forbids their use out­
side the United States. 
That's why Ducks 
Unlimited is working 
to preserve Canadian 
wetlands. Send your 
tax -free contribution. 
Because if ducks have 
no home, America will 
have no ducks. 

DUCKS UNUJ:vITTED INC, 
PO BOX 66300, 

CT-IICAGO, IWNOIS 6C666 

DUCllS UNl.IMH EO 

{; 

SOl.DIEH 01' l'OH'l'IJNE 17 



TECH SEC* 
MICRO TAPE RECORDER 

Ultra-small, 4. 75" x 2.125" x .625", yet capable of three hour-per-side 
recording time. Exceptional fidelity. Best for its size. Very simple to 
operate. Record volume is automatically level controlled. Will pick-up a 
whisper. Excellent choice for conversations, interviews, conferences, or 
notes. Supplied with playback headphone, tape, and batteries. Available 
with self-contained VOX. 

PORTABLE TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 

This handy speech frequency inverter has been designed lo use with 
all types of telephones. It will allow private communications between a pair 
or more of users. No wiri[lg, nothing to plug in. Powered by simple 9VDC 
battery. Portable, take it anywhere, 11 " x 3.5" x 4.5". Twenty-five separate 
cod.!ls ·are switch-selectable for added security. 

TR.ANSMITIOR/RECORDER DETECTOR 

Compact and lightweight. A full range of detectors are available to 
alert the presence of concealed radio transmittors ·or tape recorders. 
Pictured, the POCKET XMTR/RECORDER DETECTOR. Smaller thar\a 
cigarette pack: This detector offers exceptional sensitivity and features a 
vibrator type silent alert. Rechargeable battery, discrete antenna probe 
and comprehensive instructions supplied. 

MARK II VOICE ANALYZER 

The Mark II Voice Stress Analyzer electronically processes speech 
from any source: live, recorded or telephoned . The voice is electronically 
analyzed, and a numerical value, representing t~e emotional stress level, 
is instantaneously displayed· .and/or recorded on a paper graph. The 
Mark 11 features a · real-time conversation analyzer, helpful when 
processing interviews an9 negotiations. 110/ 220VAC, 50/ 60HZ. 

SPECTRUM ANALYZER 

When threat of bugging must be neutralized, and when the enemy 
possesses a certain sophistication, a portable spectrum analyzer is most 
useful. With a frequency range of .4-1 OOOMHZ, and AM/ FM demodulator­
audio· amplifier, you can identify, even locate the source of, RF trans­
missions present. Supplied in a rugged carrying case, with antenna, 
rechargeable battery and comprehensive instructions. 

WATER-JEL FIRE BLANKET 

The most effective fire protection device ever devised. Fire escape, 
fire entry, extinguishing, proximity, and pre-medical first aid burn 
treatment. Not the run-of-the-mill fire blanket. Will withstand flame and 
temperatures in excess of 2700F. F.D.A. accepted. Being adopted world­
wide. Available in two sizes: large, with 5' x 8' blanket; or small, with 2.5 ' x 3' 
blanket. Easy to store and deploy. Water Jel provides multi-purpose, 
fire life-safety functions. 

SCIENCE OF ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
This book is a complete state-of-the-art review 

of all known audio surveillance techniques. 

METAL DETECTOR 
Portable, sensitive, in use around the wqrld. 

All-purpose, handheld. Ideal for body searches. 

HAND SHOCKER 
Excellent for personal defense, this pocket· 

sized unit produces a non-lethal shock 

REARSCOPE 
Top quality eyeglasses, with concealed , adjust· 

able mirrors, permit you to see behind yourself. 

·A complete catalog of TECHNICAL SECURITY hardware is available to.- ten dollars per copy, 

refundable with future purchase. • ·:<'·; E ~ 
Dealer inquiries invited ~ ~ Most items shipped from ,stock 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 
88 HOLMES STREET• BOX 12B •BELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 071 09 PHONE 2011751 -0001 • TLX 642073 • LEABLVL •CABLE : LEA 
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FLAK 
Continued from page 8 

FROM · 
)lAIN TO PJs ... 

Sirs: 
Never have I enjoyed a ·magazine as 

much as yours! My appreciation increased 
(if that's possible) after watching ABC 
News Closeup's "Rain of Terror " about 
Russian chemical warfare in Cambodia, 
Laos, etc. You reported on that subject in 
depth in the January '82 issue. It is 
pathetic that the Uni ted States turns a 
blind eye to this situat ion and does 
nothing until Mother Russia just about 
rubs our nose in it. You, on the other 
hand, do not worry about offending the 
Russians and their associated cronies (in 
fact, I think you delight in it!) and give us, 
the readers, the pure facts . 

I also enjoyed your article about the 
PJs ("First Aid from Above," SOF, 
February '82) especially, since I served 
with the 54th ARRS stationed at Pease 
AFB, N .H., and also saw them (the PJs) 
in action when stationed at Cam Rahn 
Bay. 

Keep up the good, nay, excellent wo rk 
and "Death to Tyrants." 

Sincerely, 
Your lifetime subscriber, 
George Jakubowicz 
Clinton, Massachusetts 

You're right, we're delighted to do it. 
Believe the facts. - The Eds. 

BETTER LATE 
THAN NEVER ... 

Sirs: 
In reference to your article in the 

February issue on the Soviet grenade 
launcher, p. 46: In that article you stated 
that the United States has no comparable 
system. Though this is true now, next year 
the Marines and Army are supposed to 
deploy our own automatic grenade laun­
cher. It has been designated the MK-19. It 
fires our standard 40mm linked round and 
is blowback-operated . Its cyclic rate is 350 
to 400 rpm. It has an effective range of 
1600 meters. With a weight of 75.6 
pounds, it can be mounted in th e door of 
a chopper or on a jeep or APC. It can also 
be mounted on a tripod . This just goes to 
show anything commies can do we can do 
better. 

Sincerely, 
Colin R. Bullard 
Valparaiso, Indiana 

No doubt about it - you 're right ! L et's 
get the MK-19 to the men in the field ! -
The Eds. 
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MORE N EW ,~·~\ 
--------BOOKS A ND 'l~~J 

NEW Low PRICES~, 
FROM INTERSERVICE. 

NIGHT MOVEMENTS. T ransla­
tion of rare Japanese silent move­
ment handbook used to train 
infiltrat ion experts and snipers. 
Covers night psychology: how to 
dress ; vis ion : hearing; fi r ing: 
edged weapons, more. You will 
learn to move unseen and silent 
through the night. 5 'hx8 W' 133pp 
diagrams softcover $14.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF STICK 
FIGHTING. Written by an Eng­
lish officer for the Indian Police 
Service. Complete ly i l lus trated . 
Covers sticks : canes : training 
set-up for crowd fighting : b lows: 
cuts : countermeasures: res­
train ts and disa rming. Proven 
techniques. 5x7" 110pp numer­
ous photos softcover $8.95 

I N TERSERVICE JOURNAL. 
Have you seen the latest IJ? 
Don 't miss out on the quarterly 
many professiona ls are ca ll ing 
the "most important new mil itary 
journal of the post-war era. " A 
no-fri lls academic publicat ion for 
the serious student. Not sold on 
newsstands . 7x 10" $34.95 per 
year 

SIG NS OF CRIME by Dav id 
Powis. The best work on criminal 
technique ever produced . You 
will receive detai led information 
on the streetcraft of professional 
criminals: hiding p laces; search 
tips: methods of entry. T hirteen 
fact-fi ll ed appe n d ices. From 
Scotland- Yard's f inest. 6x9 236pp 
color ill us. softcover $14.95 

HA N DBOOK OF OPEN 
SOURCES. The " In vest igator's 
Bible." Covers w iretaps ; in for­
mants ; sources of informa tion 
availab le to everyone; all th e 
inside tips and tricks of the trade. 
Originally developed for police 
intelligence operations. An Inter­
service bestseller. 8 V2x1 1" 52pp 
$5.95 

ELEMENTS OF INTELLIGENCE 
edited by Roy Godson . The first 
vo lume of proceedings o f the 
Consortium for the Study of Intel­
ligence. Includes papers on anal­
ysis and estimates. clandestine 
co l lection, counterintell igence 
and covert ac tion. 6x9" 91 pp plus 
appendices. $9.95 

ANALYSIS A ND ESTIMATES 
edited by Roy Godson . The 
second volume in this series 
treats political and technological 
surprise, analysis of deception . 
rec ruitment, training and incen­
tives. 6x9" 224pp $10.95 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE edit­
ed by Roy Godson . The third 
vo lume includes an introduction 
to C l work, the double-cross sys­
tem, param il itary aspects, insur­
ge n cy and terrorism . Soviet 
operations in the U.S. 6x9" 339pp 
$12.95 

COVERT ACTION edited by Roy 
Godson. The only authoritative 
study of the subject in print. 
Examines paramilitary tech­
niques; counterespionage: insur­
gency ; case studies ; t ren .ds . 
Written by C IA Covert Action 
Sta ff experts. 6x9" 200pp soft­
cover $14.95 

HOSTILE ESP I ON A G E OR ­
GANIZATION AND METHODS. 
From Dept. of Counterintelli­
gence at U.S. Army Intelligence 
Center & School. You will learn 
about types of operations: con­
trols : agents and agent systems: 
recruitment : cover : training ; 
security and much more. 8 'hx11 
31 pp so ftcover $6.95 

BROKEN SEALS. An authorita­
tive report on who's behind the 
intell igence war in America . 
Learn the names of those respon­
sible for the attempted destruc­
tion o f U .S. intelligence and 
internal security agencies. their 
sources of funding, and where 
they are. With material from Gen . 
Dan Graham, forme r Director o f 
DIA. 6x9" 110pp illus. $4.00 

SOVIET TRADECRAFT. As men­
tioned in Newsweek and the ABC 
TV news special on KGB espion­
age in the U.S T his is an exact 
translation of an au thent ic Soviet 
intelligence training manual. 
Teaches secret meetings: dead­
drops; countersurvei llance; cut­
outs : cour i ers: netwo r ks . 
Exclusively from lnterservice. 
5 'h x8 '/,'' 40 pp. $4.95 

UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS. 
Used at federa l level to teach 
undercover work . Covers pre li mi­
nary invest iga tion: unde rcove r 
identity: contacts with suspect: 
reporting t ips; precautions and 
possible pitfalls. Some call this 
t h e " Abscam H andbook ." 
8 1/2x 11" 23pp. $5.95 

HIDDEN CATCH. A wartime 
classic. Covers design , manufac­
ture and use of escape and eva­
sion aids , disguised devices. 
secret compartmen ts and survi­
va l kits . We ll i ll ust rated. 5x7" 
176pp $10.95 

SURR EPTITIOUS ENTRY . A 
timel ess classic in the special 
operations fie ld. Discusses his­
tory ; wartime experiences: com­
position of entry teams : train ing 
techniques: c lose calls : methods 
and procedures. Complete your 
library today. 5x7" 222pp ill us. 
$1 0.95 

PLANNED POLITICAL ASSAS­
SINATION by William L. Cassidy. 
Now declassified . Covers man­
agement; intell igence; targeting ; 
cover and security: orthodox and 
unorthodox weapons : explo­
sives: chemical/biological tech­
niques. On ly professional study 
of subject ever written. SV2x8 1h" 
40pp softcover $6.95 hardcover 
$12.95 

PRINCIPLES OF PROTECTION. 
The ul t imate bodyg uard hand­
book from the Secret Service. 
Covers history of assassination : 
protective systems; basic tactics: 
p lanning . Note: Shipped to law 
enforcement and security offic­
ers on ly. Send copy of creden­
tia ls or use department letter­
head . No except ions. SV2 x8 V2 " 
83pp $20.00 

OBSERVATION AND DESCRIP­
TION. From the Counter lntel li­
g e n c e Corps T eaches 
observation psychology: descrip­
t ion of pe rsons ; identification 
methods; recording scenes and 
incidents : improving memory . 
T his is a true professional's hand­
book. 8V2x1 1" 58pp illus. $8.00 

SCIEN T IFIC SELF-DEFENSE. 
By W . E . Fa i rba i rn . Official 
unarmed combat textbook of the 
Shanghai Municipal Police and 
Roya l H ongkong Police . 
Teaches how to overcome a var­
iety of o rienta l combat sty les . 
This is the best text on disarming : 
holds and releases: use of the 
c lub : mu ltip le assai l an ts and 
more . 6x9" 175pp 200 i l lus . 
$17.95 

SAS PATROL TEC H NIQUES. 
T he only authentic British SAS 
manual ever offered. Discusses 
weapons; pe rsonal equipment : 
camou flage: infiltration: decep­
tion : evasion and escape: build­
ing of hides and much. much 
more. Supplies of this manual are 
limi ted . Please act today. 8 V2x11 " 
73pp. $9.95 

PLEASERUSHMETHE-TITLESIHAVECHECKEDBELOW-INTE-RSERVI CE • 800-227-1617 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED WITH EVERY ORDER 

Ext. 156 
In Call !. call 
800-772-3545 

O Scienllflc Self· Delense 17 .95 
O Ari ol Gueri lla Warfa re 4.95 
O Hidden Ca 1c h 10.95 
O Undercover Opera tions 5.95 
O Covert Ac tion 14 95 
O Signs of Cnme 14 95 
O Hos tile Espio nage 6 95 
O Handbook o f Open Sources 5.95 
o Observa tion & Desc npt1on 8 00 
o SAS Pa tro l Techniques 9.95 
D Princip les o f Protec tion 20 00 
0 N 19 hl Movements 14.95 
0 S11 ck Fighting 8 95 
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O Pol111 ca 1 Assass ination 6 95 
O Soviet Tradecraft 4 95 
O Surrept1t1 o us Entry 10.95 
0 Bro ken Sea ls 4.00 
0 lnterserv1ce Jou rnal 34 95 
O Elements o f lntelt1gence 9 95 
O Ana lys is & Es t1ma1es 10 95 
O Coun ter1ntelllgence 12 95 
O An of Prowli ng 3.00 
O Hand s O ff by Fa 1rba1rn 7 .95 
0 Stree t & Guenlla Figh ting 6 .95 
D Defense o f Houses 4 95 
D House to House F1ght1ng 4 95 

NAME ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

ADDRESS ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CITY. STATE. Z IP 
Enclosed find for books checked here. 

Add $2 .50 postage & hand li ng. Calif . residents add 6 '12% tax. 
Visa a nd Mas ter Card accepted . G ive ca rd number and ex p1rat1on date 

INTERSERVICE PUBLISHING COMPANY, INCORPORATED 

DEPT. F9, BOX 5437, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94101 
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FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

M ore than 20 years after the Soviet 
Union introduced the BTR-60 ar­

mored fighting vehicle (followed by the 
excellent BMP series), America's response 
in the form of the M2 Infantry Fighting 
Vehicle (IFV) finally looms on the foresee­
able horizon. Test models should be at 
Army ordnance proving grounds by now. 

The main armament of the IFV is the 
M242 Hughes Chain Gun, a motor-driven 
25mm auto cannon using linkless ammo. 
Mounted coaxially with the M242 will be 
the M240 (FN MAG) general-purpose ma­
chine gun in caliber 7.62mm NATO. If it 
is finally decided to mount another ma­
chine gun in the rear of the vehicle on a 
pintle mount, it will be the M60. The M60 
is, of course, still the U.S. Army's stan-

Two-Gun Grunts: 

3 Steps Forward, 

2 Steps Back 

r •• 

New S.56mm NATO M231 Firing Port 
Weapon. Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 

dard squad automatic. When fighting out­
side the vehicle, the M60 would be de­
tached from the pintle and carried with 
the troops. 

For survival. 
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CA Inc. 
P.O. Box 10214-SF 
Knoxville, TN 37919 

Nearly all Soviet armored personnel 
carriers and BMP infantry combat vehi­
cles are equipped with ports from which 
small arms can be fired. The U.S . Army's 
experience in Vietnam demonstrated this 
to be a valuable design characteristic. All 
too often, ambushed Ml 13 APCs were 
unable to deliver effective suppressive 
fire. The M2 Infantry Fighting Vehicle 
contains six ballistically protected ports -
two on each side and two in the rear. 

Now, here's the rub . These firing ports 
do not accept the standard issue MI 6A I 
rifle . Instead, they utilize the new 5.56mm 
NATO M231 Firing Port Weapon. 

A rather obvious spin-off of the Ml6 
series (see photo), and in fact utilizing 
some Colt parts, the M23 I incorporates 
some startling innovations. The M23 1 
fires from the open bolt and has no ham­
mer. Which is to say that the bolt as­
sembly is seared to the rear just as in the 
M3A 1 submachine gun ("Grease Gun"). 
Having no sights of any kind, the M23 I 
utilizes tracer ammo exclusively. The gun­
ner must aim by looking through a peri­
scope above the firing port in ,order to 
observe the path of the tracer projectiles. 

The M23 I has a cyclic rate o f 1300 
rounds per minute, almost twice that of 
the M 16A I (700 rpm). This extremely high 
cyclic rate was not a design specification , 
but a consequence of two important de­
sign characteristics: I) the gas port is 
much closer to the breech than that of the 
M 16, enabling a greater portion of the 
barrel to protrude from the firing port; 
and 2) the recoil system uses three very 
strong nested driving springs for reli able 
functioning. 

Weight of the M231 is 8.5 pounds emp­
ty and 9.5 pounds with a loaded 30-round 
magazine. Overall length with the butt ­
stock retracted is 28.4 inches and 32.9 
inches with the stock extended. 

The M23 l uses a sliding wire stock sim­
ilar to the M3AI submachine gun and pre­
sumably embraces the same defects. The 
weapon features an extremely short hand­
guard ending in the special gas block 
which contains steep spiral threads so that 
the M23 I may be attached or removed 
quickly from the firing port, in one turn 
or less, to provide covering fire in a defen­
sive situation . How effective this function 
would be using a wire-stocked, totally 
sightless, 1300-rpm-cyclic-rate, 9 .5-pound 
weapon is debatable, however. 

Since the troops inside the IFV will 
commonly be expected to fight outside the 
vehicle as well, the implications of this 
strange stew should be apparent to every­
one. The six M23 l gunners will certainly 
have to be issued Ml 6A Is as well! Th us 
we end up, inside one vehicle among one 
squad of men, with two entirely different 
general-purpose machine guns in caliber 
7 .62mm NATO, and two entirely differ­
ent assault rifles in caliber 5.56mm 
NATO, one of which is exclusively depen­
dent on tracer ammunition. Enough said. 

YE 
/ft' 
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#ARC-ASSAIJLT RIFLE CASE. Individua l magazine 
pouches, and accessory comparlmenls lo hold handgun, 

scope, biped , etc. Available for all Assau lt ri f les including 
collapsable stock mode ls. specify weapon. $60.00 

ALL ASSAULT SYSTEMS CASES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING QUALITY FEATURES: 
Constructed of 11 oz. cordura nylo n th at is super K-Kot e waterproofed, one inch th ick foam padding completely surrounds weapon, nylon thread 
used throug hout and double stitched at all seams, mili tary spec, welded black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK zi pper, 2-inch ny lon web carrying 
handle and detachabl e, adjustable, padded shou lder strap. A ll compartmen ts util ize velc ro closures. Unconditionally guaranteed. Available in 
Black or Viet Nam Leaf Camouflage. Specify weapon. 

#SMGC 
SUBMACHINE GUN CASE. 

Fits UZI , Ingram Mac 10 + 11. Ex· 
tra compartments for six maga­
zines, handg un, loader, etc. $60.00 

#SWC SPECIAL WEAPONS CASE. Available in three 
lengths 33"', 40" and 48'" to fit all weapons. Excellent cases for riot 

shotguns, scoped rifles· or anything else. Extra compartments for handgun, ammo1 

knives and accessories. Specify weapon. $60.00 

CONCEALABLE 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 

Made o f ball istic ny lon, 
ultra lightweight , ext reme· 
ly com fortable, unique 
design fit s any gun, ad­
justable velcro strap for 
seCuring weapo n. Elas ti c 

_ !, back st rap a ll ows for free 
movement of right arm . Black only. Specify weapon 
and left or r ight hand. $40.00 

ANKLE HOLSTER. A 
super concea lable 
small arms ho ls ter, 
ultra light, padded , 
with quick release 
velcro strap, made 
of nylon , does no! 
allow sweat bui ldup. 
Ava i lable for 
revolvers or sm all 
auto·s. Black on ly, 
specify weapon. 

$30.00 

PISTOL CASES. Cordura nylon, loam 
padded, with wrap-around ny lon 
handles, full opening , lockable. Black 
on ly. 3 s izes available. P10B 10-inch 
$10.50, P12B 12-inch $11.50, P14B 
14-inch $12.00 

HOLSTER. 
A b a111s 11c ll "y lo n m 11n ary 
f10J s1er 111a1 c an be w orn 
Lt•nceal ed 1• 1 rn 1111a1y 
s!yle . Acl 1u s ta b le vel c rt' 
s1r ap to sec w e wea p•Jn. 
Gl.' 11 f (11 lll S Ir• I tie Sh Ct PL' c f 
yr· u1 tH.•rl y. ny lL•n 
[) r C dl,lf'S. w i l l !HI 

11 11l d ew. was t1a1Jle . Blach 
, >1 1l y A va 11ab te lur au11··s 
a 11tl lllf•t l 

I(..' V I V t ' 1 5 

Ir a c11e 
Spe c 1l y 
' 1 r1 qtH 

SJ5 00 

BELT HOLSTER ASSEMBLY. Consists o f a nylon 
2-inch web belt with Fastek quick release buckle, 
ball istic nylon belt holster and double magazine 
pouch with velcro flaps. Black only. For all .45 and 9 
mm auto's. $60.00 

Holster Individually Specify Lor R $35.00 
Web Bel t Individua ll y $16.75 

Magazine Pouch Individually Spec i fy .45 or 9mm 
. s1~0D 

FLIGHT BAG . 
J.1 L x 11Hx 9W 

-Ow be st sell 1 n~1 A 
perfect sized uti l i ty bag , one main com­
partment with an inside zippered pouch 
for small items, with shoulder strap. 
Black or camo. $45.00 

qear ba q . 1dea1 ca ri y f•n a 11 l1ne s ize. 
1• n e rn a 1n cu r11pcir1rncnt w1 1'1 ri n e (•UI · 

s1 cle 11p pp rccl po u c h . w11h stic•u lde 1 
sintp . A lack ' I came•. $45.00 

PRO GEAR BAG. 27Lx 15Hx16W · One 
of our largest gear bags, one main com­
par1menl, and outside zippered pocket, 
with shoulder strap. Black or camo. 

INTERNATIO NAL GEAR BAG. 30Lx12H 
x 13W ·Our top of the line mode l loaded 
with features. dual inside zippered 
pockets and divider flap, 4 ex terior 
pockets, with shoulder strap . Black or 
camo. $129.95 

ESCORT BAG. 
11Lx9Hx6W ·A 
small shoulder 
bag wi I h padded 
bottom and 
walls, one o ut­
side zippered 
pocket, ideal for 
cameras, w i th 
shou lder strap. 
Bl ack or camo. 

17Lx10Hx9W · A 
larger version o f our padded bags, load­
ed with features, dua l outside flap com· 
partments and one envelope compart­
ment , full y padded, with shoulder strap. 
Black or camo. $65.00 $70.00 $41.50 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

Also avai lable from Assault Syslems - Black nylon baseba ll hat wi th A/S Logo-$6.95 - Nylon Tri-fold wallet w ith A/S Logo, 
black or camouflage-$7.95 - Garment Bag , matches other A/S Gear Bags, 3-suit size, black or camouflage-$66.75 - Security 
Pouch , similiar to our Ankle Holster shown above, but carr ies money, cred it cards or valuables, black only-$24.50. 

AS SAUL~ 
SYSTEms - • ..,..-
826 HORAN DRIVE, DEPT. SF 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63026 

Master Card, Visa, or C.0.D. (minimum C.O.D. 
$25.00) Persona l checks held 3 weeks, Add $3.00 
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AMAN 
FOR ALL WARS 

Sweeny of The Legion 

A S light rain fell on England's Deb­
den fighter station, a formation of 

Royal Air Force Squadrons 71, 121 and 
133 personnel listened attentively to Air 
Chief Marshal Sir W. Sholto Douglas, 
commander-in-chief of RAF Fighter 
Command: 

"We o f Fighte~ Command deeply re­
gret this parting, for in the course of the 
past 18 months we have seen the stuff of 
which you are made, and we could not 
ask for better companions with whom to 
see this fight through to a finish. The 
United Stares Army Air Corps' gain is 
very much the Royal Air Force's loss. 
The loss of the Luftwaffe will no doubt 
continue as before . " 

22 soumm 011 l'Oll'l'UNE 

by Maj. John S. Arvidson 

Yank SOF Charles Sweeny at age 58, when 
he was RAF group captain in charge of 
organizing and recruiting 71, 121 and 133 
Eagle Squadrons. Photo: Imperial War 
Museum 

It was 29 September 1942; the pilots in 
that formation were Yank air meres, 
members of the famed Eagle Squadrons 
who, while in British service, downed 
73 \/2 enemy aircraft. Their units were 
being transferred to the 4th Fighter 

. Group, U.S. Army Air Force (USAAF), 
the only U.S. air group formed entirely 
of Americans who had served in a 
foreign air force. On that day, No . 71 
(Eagle) Squadron, RAF, under Yank 

Squadron Leader Gregory Augustus 
Daymond, Distinguished Flying Cross 
(DFC) and Bar, became the USAA F 
334th Fighter Squadron; No. 12 1, under 
Yank Squadron Leader William James 
Daley , DFC, the USAAF 335th Fig hter 
Squadron; and No. 133, under Yank 
Squadron Leader Ca rrol Warren Mc­
Colpin, DFC, the USAAF 336th Fig]l ter 
Squadron. 

The new USAAF 4th Fighter Group, 
officially nicknamed the "Eagles," 
made history in WWII, the Korean War 
and Vietnam. As part of the USAAF in 
WWII, the Eagles destroyed 1,052 \/2 
enemy aircraft (583 \/2 in the air and 469 
on the ground), more than any other 

MAY/82 



USAAF fighter group. During the Ko­
rean War, the Group destroyed 506 
communist MiGs in aerial combat. De­
tached squadrons of the 4th Fighter 
Group also saw combat in Vietnam . 

This is not their story, however, but 
that of the founder of the Eagles, one of 
America's greatest soldiers of fortune: 
Charles Michael Sweeny, who began 
WWII as a general in the French Foreign 
Legion, continued it as an RAF group 

· captain in British service, and ended it as 
an officer in the USAAF. Col. Charles 
Sweeny fought in IO wars under IO dif­
ferent flags . 

Professional fighting men around the 
globe during the 1920s and 1930s knew 
him as "Sweeny of the Legion" - and 
his name was legendary. Sweeny began 
his fighting career at 16, enlisting in the 
U.S. Army for combat in the Spanish­
American War. When that war ended, 
Sweeny enrolled at the University of 
Notre Dame . On 19 June 1900, he was 
admitted to the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point by Presidential appoint­
ment but, after a turbulent cadetship, re­
signed from West Point on 24 December 
1903. His philosophy as a fighter dif­
fered from that of the regular-army 
peacetime officers ' corps. Turning south 
to Latin America, Charles Sweeny 
launched his illustrious career as a pro­
fessional adventurer and mercenary par 
excellence. 

Born the son of a millionaire in San 
Francisco on 26 January 1882, Charles 
Sweeny had access to a huge fortune 
taken from the famous Coeur d'Alene 
mines - but he took to soldiering 
around the world for the fun of fighting. 
His second and third wars were Hondu­
ran and Venezuelan insurgencies in 
which he supplied arms, and trained and 
led troops. Sweeny was investigating the 
mining industry , attired in native garb, 
when his path crossed that of Gen. Giu­
seppe "Peppino" Garibaldi in Mexico. 
An Australian-born Italian soldier of 
fortune and grandson of the liberator of 
Italy, Garibaldi was revolutionary leader 
Francisco Madero's chief of staff. 
Sweeny suddenly found himself caught 
up in the revolution, and in 1911 he 
entered his fourth war as part of 
Madero's Mexican revolutionary army. 
After the capture of Ciudad Juarez, 
Madero was installed as Mexico's 
new head of state, and Charles Sweeny 
headed for new adventures in France. 

The outbreak of WWI in August 1914 
found Charles Sweeny at the head of a 
group of Americans eager to join the 
French Foreign Legion in Paris. Before 
their enlistment, Sweeny gave them pre­
liminary military training. As the first 
American to enlist in the French Foreign 
Legion in WWI, Charles Sweeny ad­
vanced rapidly through the NCO ranks 
and was selected for officer's training at 
the Ecole de Militaire. He became the 
first American to be commissioned m 
the French Foreign Legion. 
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Charles Sweeny distinguished himself 
as a combat leader and fighter in the 
bloody Western Front trench warfare. 
He was promoted from lieutenant to 
lieutenant-colonel by 1917 - the only 
American to reach that rank in the Le­
gion. Wounded on two occasions in Le­
gion assaults, he was awarded the Com­
mander of the Legion of Honour, Croix 
de Guerre, Croix du Combattant and 
other French decorations and medals for 
his WWI service . Of the 1,000 Ameri­
cans who fought in the French Foreign 
Legion during WWI, Charles Sweeny 
made perhaps the greatest impression on 
the French War Office, whose doors re­
mained open to him until the fall of 
France in the summer of 1940. 

Although his Legion infantry battal­
ion was noted for its dash in assaults and 
trench raids in the blood-soaked mud 
near Belloy, Charles Sweeny looked to 
the blue skies overhead and saw in air 
warfare a bright future for mercenaries. 
The lean, mean, tough Legion officer 
had heard of the efforts of his fellow 
Americans, Norman Prince, Bert Hall, 
William Thaw, Elliott Cowdin, Victor 
Chapman, Kiffin Rockwell and James 
Macconnell, to form an all-American 
squadron in the French /'Aviation 
Militaire. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Maj. John S. Arvidson (USAR, 

Rel.) has been involved in Army in­
telligence work since the mid-'40s. In 
1950, as a result of his intelligence 
work, he was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the Army. During Korea 
he served as commanding officer of 
the 27th Raiders, U.S. Army, and in 
the late '50s he worked as a regimen­
tal intelligence officer of the 442nd 
Infantry Regiment. 

Maj. Arvidson is no stranger to 
readers to SOF. For other examples 
of his research see "First Yank SOF 
in Rhodesia," SOF, February '79, 
and "French Foreign Legion Up­
date," May '79. -S. Max 

Using his influence as a field-grade 
Legion officer, Sweeny joined Dr. Ed­
mund L. Gros, Col. Thomas Bentley 
Mott and New York attorney Frederick 
H . Allen in their effort to convince the 
French government to pass a special law 
enabling Americans to be received into 
/'Aviation Militaire after administrative 
enlistment in the French Foreign Legion. 
On 8 July 1915, Gen. Hirschauer, chief 
of /'Aviation Militaire, accepted the 
idea. The Franco-American Flying 
Corps was later renamed the Lafayette 
Flying Corps (LFC). Escadrille Lafay­
efle N. 124 (except for its commander 
and his assistant) was the only all­
American squadron. 

During WWI, a total of 267 American 

SOFs entered the French /'Aviation 
Mi/itaire, many of them through the ef­
forts of Col. Charles Sweeny. Of that 
number, 180 flew in combat on the vari­
ous fighting fronts. These American air 
meres shot down 199 enemy aircraft at 
the cost of 55 KIA, 19 WIA and 15 
POW. When the United States entered 
WWI, 93 pilots of the LFC transferred 
to the USAAS, 26 transferred to U.S. 
Naval Aviation and 33 continued to fly 
with the French /'Aviation Militaire. 

Lt. Col. Charles Sweeny transferred 
from the French Foreign Legion to the 
U.S. Army, stepping down one rank to 
major. By 1918, Sweeny was promoted 
to lieutenant colonel again and assigned 
to the U .S. 80th "Pine Ridge" Division, 
which spearheaded the attack against the 
Hindenburg Line. He became an expert 
in tank warfqre, gaining the nickname, 
"Sweeny of the tanks." While leading 
the 80th Division's first assault wave, 
Sweeny received his third WWI wound, 
bringing the total number of times he 
had been shot to seven. Sweeny remain­
ed on the battlefield, and the 80th Divi­
sion smashed through the German field 
fortifications at a cost o f nearly 6,000 
casualties. Sweeny's fifth war ended on 
11 November 1918. He declined to serve 
in the peacetime U.S . Army and was 
discharged in 1919. 

That year Poland was fighting for its 
freedom against communist Russia. In 
France, Gen. Haller of Poland was rais­
ing a force of several divisions. Col. 
Sweeny renewed his friendship with 
French Gen. Maxime Weygand, hoping 
to join a French military mission going 
to Poland. Instead, he was commis­
sioned a brigadier general in the Polish 
army and given command of a division 
in Gen . Hailer's army. Charles Sweeny 
entered his sixth war. While Sweeny and 
his division distinguished themselves at 
the decisive battle of Warsaw in 1921, 
under the overall command of Marshal 
Jozef Pilsudski, other Yank air meres 
flew in the 7th Kosciuszko Squadron 
(see "Flight of the White Eagles," SOF, 
August, September '80). 

At Warsaw, the Bolsheviks were com­
pletely routed. Sweeny's division and the 
Yank air meres played vital roles in 
halting the Soviet Union's first offensive 
thrust into free Europe. Reporting from 
Poland, Pulitzer Prize-winning cor­
respondent Walter Duranty described 
Sweeny as "one of the only two fearless 
men I have ever known." After the Rus­
sian defeat and the signing of peace be­
tween Poland and the Soviet Union, 
Sweeny left the Polish army near the end 
of 1921 and returned to Paris for a brief 
rest. In 1922, he departed for l'"'rrrfey, 
joining the Turkish Revolutionary Ar­
my. This was Sweeny's seventh war 
under a seventh flag . 

The Turkish Revolutionary Army was 
fighting Greek invaders in Anatolia . It 
was led by Kemal Ataturk, formerly 
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known as Mustapha Kemal Pasha, the 
Turkish general who defeated the British 
at Gallipoli, fought for a modern Turk­
ish republic and overthrew the Turkish 
government. 

Charles Sweeny immediately com­
manded his peers' respect. He arrived in 
Turkey with a shipment of French-sup­
plied artillery and aircraft. The British 
and French had initially supported the 
Greek invasion of Turkey, but France 
soon had second thoughts, and Sweeny 
converted those thoughts into action. 
Col. Sweeny .and his fellow mercenaries 
showed Kemal Ataturk's soldiers how to 
use their new weapons. Kemal Ataturk 
soon began scoring important victories 
with Sweeny 's assistance. Smyrna was 
recaptured in 1922, amid great slaugh­
ter. The Greeks sought peace. In 1923, 
Sweeny again returned to Paris, a hero 
of the Turkish revolution and a legend 
to international mercenaries. 

In 1925, Abd-el-Krim and his Rif 
re.bels struck south from all-but-con­
quered Spanish Morocco to invade 
French Morocco, wiping out 43 of 66 
French Foreign Legion border posts in 
the process (see ' -'Morocco's Murderous 
Marauders," SOF, March '81). In Paris, 
the doors of the French War Office 
swung open for Charles Sweeny and he 
was quickly commissioned a colonel in 
the French air force to raise a squadron 
of American volunteers, the Escadrille 
Cherifienne, activated in July 1925. It 
consisted of · 17 Americans and several 
French pilots. Among the 12 American 
pilots were "Doc" Sparks, a flying den­
tist who preferred fighting to pulling 
teeth; Curt Day, a lieutenant in 
Sweeny's group; and Charles Kerwood 
and Austin Parker, WWI veterans of the 
LFC. One of the French pilots was Sadi 
Lecointe, who established the world's 
altitude record of 36,565 feet at lssy-les­
Moulineaux, France, on 30 October 
1923. The ground crew of the Escadrille 
Cherifienne was entirely French. Pay for 
the pilots was the equivalent of $40 a 
month - mostly paid out of the pocket 
of Robert Sweeny, Charles' millionaire 
brother. (Charles Sweeny had been dis­
inherited by his father many years earlier 
and cut out of his will.) 

Col. Sweeny was ground commander 
and Yank SOF Maj. Granville Pollock, 
late of the Lafayette Flying Corps, was 
air commander. Gen. Armengaud, com­
mander-in-chief of the French air force 
and an old drinking companion of 
Sweeny, was the colonel's direct super­
ior in Morocco. Equipped with 10 WWI­
vintage Breguet 14B-2 biplane bombers, 
Sweeny 's squadron also served as the 
Sultanate of Morocco's air force - un­
der French air-force operational control. 

Col. Charles Sweeny never learned to 
fly - although he was associated with 
air mercenary activities from WWI with 
the Escadrille Lafayette through WWII 
with the Eagle Squadrons. Consequent-
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ANGELS, WITH OR 
WITHOUT WINGS 

The Aerial Exploits of the 
American Volunteer 

Group, 1941-42 
By F.C. Brown 

The American Volunteer Group 
(A VG), better known to the world at 
large as the "Flying Tigers," pro­
vided the one bright spot in the war in 
the Pacific during the bleak days 
following Pearl Harbor and on into 
the spring of 1942. Led by Claire Lee 
Chennault, a tough, hard-driving ex­
Army Air Corps captain from Water­
proof, La., the "Tigers" - some 70 
American fliers with no more than 55 
planes - rolled up a score of 286 
Japanese aircraft destroyed and an 
estimated 1,500 enemy airmen killed 
in air battles over Burma and South 
China, at a cost of fewer than 25 
American lives. Madame Chiang Kai­
shek, wife of the generalissimo and 
China's national secretary for avia­
tion, referred to the men of the A VG 
as her "angels, with or without 
wings." The Japanese, enraged by 
the unorthodox tactics employed by 
the AVG, preferred to call them 
''American renegades.'' 

The genesis of the American Vol­
unteer Group goes back to early 1941 
when Gen. P .T. Mow, Chinese Air 
Force, and Claire Chennault, then 
serving as a colonel in the Chinese 
Air Force, came to the United States 
to create an organization capable of 
ending Japanese air supremacy in the 
skies over China. After months of 
negotiating, an agreement was con­
cluded with the U.S. government, 
creating the AVG. Release of U.S . 
military pilots for service in China 
was authorized by Executive Order in 
April 1941. Volunteers from the U.S . 
Army Air Corps, the Navy and the 

Gregory "Pappy" Boyington shot down six 
Japanese planes while serving with 
American Volunteer Group. After leaving 
AVG he resumed career as Marine Corps 
pilot, and won the Medal of Honor in 
Central Solomons, leading Marine Fighter 
Squadron (VMH) 214, better known as 
famed "Black Sheep." Photo: Wideworld 

Marines were recruited; by early sum­
mer of 1941 some 100 pilots and 
more than 200 ground-support per­
sonnel were under contract. Pilots 
were signed on at $600 a month, with 
flight leaders getting $675 and 
squadron leaders $750. The Chinese 
government also agreed to pay a 
bonus of $500 for each Japanese 
plane destroyed - upon presentation 
of indisputable proof. The ground 
crew workers, depending on their 
qualifications and experience, re­
ceived $150 to $350 a month . 

In July 1941 advance elements of 
the A VG, traveling in mufti to throw 
off Japanese spies, departed from 
San Francisco for the long sea voyage 
to the Far East. The first shipment of 
Curtiss P-40B Tomahawks, obsolete 
aircraft but the only ones avai lable, 
arrived in Rangoon, Burma, not long 
afterward, and training was under­
way by September. Initially , the 
A VG shared the Kyedaw training 
field at Toungoo, Burma, about 175 
miles north of Rangoon, with ele­
ments of the British Royal Air Force. 

The A VG first rose to meet the 
Japanese on 20 December 1941 , when 
enemy twin-engined bombers at­
tacked the city of Kunming, China. 
Of the 10 attacking aircraft, A VG 
personnel sent six crashing earthward 
in flames . On 23 December, AVG 
Tomahawks - operating out of Min­
galadon, Burma, with the RAF - in ­
tercepted Japanese bombers raiding 
Rangoon . A VG pilots shot down six 
(confirmed) and the RAF downed 
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four more. While four of the A VG 
Tom ahawks were also downed , two 
of the pilots were later rescued un­
harmed . RAF losses in th is encounter 
were five planes and pilots (KIA) . 

Christmas Day 194 1 proved to be a 
bonan za for the A VG. Initially, 12 
Tomahawk s took on a combination 
of 78 Japanese fighters and bombers , 
downing 17 . Two Tomahawks were 
also shot down, but the pilots sur­
vived and were subsequently resc ued . 
In th e second engagement of that 
day, I 08 Japanese bombers and es­
corting fighters attacked Rangoon. 
The RAF downed eight Japanese air­
craft but suffered a loss of five of 
their own . The A VG managed to 
shoot down another 28 enem y planes 
against a loss of two of their own. 
Again, both A VG pilots survived and 
were rescued . 

By 24 January 1942 , the A VG had 
destroyed a total of 64 Japanese a ir­
cra ft of a ll types (confirmed) in the 
a ir , plus an add itional 11 o n the 
gro und. A VG losses for th e same per­
iod were three K!As in battl'e and two 
on the grou nd . Barely two week s 
later , on 6 February 1942, A VG pi­
lots flying in defen se of Rangoon 
claimed their IOOth Japanese plane . 

Chinese Air Force wings worn by 
American Volun teer G roup pilots. 
Photo : Frank Brown Collecti~n 

In March 1942, as the ground 
situation in Burma det eriorated, the 
A VG was forced to abandon Ran­
goon and sub sequentl y moved to 
Magwe. A short time later they were 
again forced to move, thi s time to 
Loiwi ng, across the border in China. 
The advanci ng Japanese necessitated 
a final move to Kunming, where a ll 
three A VG pursuit squadrons - the 
1st: "Adam and Eves"; the 2nd : 
" Panda Bears" ; the 3rd: "Hell 's 
Angels" - fought as a sin gle entity. 
As the A VG turned it s attentio n to 
the skies over Hengyang and Kweilin, 
the casualty li sts of the Japanese Air 
Force continued to mount. 

When the A VG was disbanded in 
the fir st week of July 1942, the Tigers 
had run up a score of 286 Japanese 
aircraft destroyed (confirmed), for 
which the Chinese government had 
paid bo nuses of $500 per plane to in ­
dividual A VG pilots. Another 300 
Japanese planes were listed as prob­
ables - for wh ich bonuses were not 
paid, since the wreckage lay strewn in 
the jungles and mountains and under 
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the sea, an d cou ld not be indi s­
putabl y con firm ed . 

On 4 Jul y 1942, the American Vol­
unt eer Group was forma ll y desig­
nat ed the China Air Task Force 
(CATF), a co mpon ent of th e U .S . 
10t h Air Force, the overall a ir unit 
for the CBI (China-Burma-India) 
Theater. Chennault , commissioned a 
general in th e U.S. Army Air Corps, 
retained co mm and. The CA TF was 
in turn la ter designated the 14th Air 
Force and given the responsibilit y for 
Chin a, with Chennau lt still holding 
th e rein s of co mmand . The 10th Air 
Force reta in ed respo nsibility for Bur­
ma and India. 

Aside from co nfirming Chen ­
nault 's tac tical genius and holding 
open th e· vital Burma Road for 
months after it had been given up for 
lost , a major contribut ion of the Fl y­
ing Tigers was in destroying th e myth 
of Japanese in vincibility in the a ir . 
Wh il e British and American defenses 
in the Far East reeled before th e 
hammer-lik e blows of th e Mikado's 
war mac hine , the A VG - outnum­
bered , underequipped and o ut ­
classed in th e air - fo ught th e Japa­
nese, usin g unorthodox tactics, and 
won on near ly every occasion. 

The A merican Vo lunt eer Group 
ranks as o ne of th e strangest ventures 
of the Second World War , and al so 
stand s as the most successfu l mercen­
ary outfit of the 20th century. They 
were, as their biographer Russell 
Whelan noted, the "dem igods of 
fi ghtin g Chi na." 

SALUTE TO THE 
FL YING TIGERS 

You men of th e American Vo lun­
teer Group of th e Chinese Air Fo rce 
have acqui red a world wide repu­
tation for greatest courage . The 
spl endi d victories the Volunteer 
Group has won in th e air are a glory 
that belongs to China and to America 
a lik e. 

The record of what you have done 
shows th a t every one o f yo u has been 
a match for thirt y or more of the ene­
my. Your friend s and relatives will 
und oubted ly have felt boundless 
pride and elat ion over your ex ploits . 
The blows you have struck at th e Jap­
anese will put you in the forefront of 
the Alli ed Forces fi ghting the aggres­
so r. You have es tablished a firm 
foundation fo r the campa ign again st 
lawless ness which China and Ameri ca 
are unit ed to wage . You have written 
in th e histo ry of this World War a 
remarkable page , the memory of 
which will live in our minds fo rever. 

Genera li ss imo Chiang Kai-shek 
28 February 1942 

ly, he had a few stor my sessions with hi s 
subordinate and sq uadron a ir comm an­
der , Maj. Granville Pollock. Based in 
Frenc h Morocco , th e Escadrille Cheri­
fienne fl ew 470 sorties in bombin g and 
obse rvation mi ssions and logged 653 a ir 
hours. The squadro n was handled in ­
formally. There were no oaths of alleg­
iance, no formal enli stm ents a nd no for­
mal discharges. 

Col. Sweeny's Escadrille Cherifienne 
initia ll y rendered ai r support to French 
ground troops under Marshal Louis Hu­
bert Lyaut ey, commander-in-chief of 
French force s in Morocco. The Yank 
squadron had an additional enemy be­
sides the Rif rebels - the French Co m­
muni st Party, which supported Abd-el­
Krim. J acques Doriot, leader of the 
French Communist You th League and a 
decorated WWI veteran who received 
advanced agent trainin g in Moscow, ap­
plied successful pressure to French 
Premier Paul Painleve, who a lso dou­
bled as war mini ster, to remove bomb­
sights from Sweeny' s Breguet 14s. 

In September 1925 , Marshal Henri 
Philippe Petain replaced Marshal Lyau­
tey and began an offensive against the 
Rifs. The Escadrille Cherifienne pro­
vided close air support to four advanc­
ing French ·Foreign Legion regiments 
which spearheaded this offensive. Le­
gionnaires complained about Yank 
bombing accuracy, not rea li zing the 
Cherifienne squadron had no bomb­
sights. 

Jacques Doriot, the Communist agita­
tor, was unpopular with Sweeny's fliers. 
He later became unpopular with hi s 
erstwhile comrades, since he left the 
French Communist Party in 1935 - and 
switched sides . During WWII, he be­
came a mercenary officer in the French 
Volunteer Legion Against Bo lshevism 
which fought with the German Wehr­
macht against the Soviet Union. Dorio.t 
was KIA in 1945 , when a n RA F fighter 
strafed hi s car . 

Sweeny's Yank air meres bombed 
many targets, including Rif arti llery 
(captured earlier from the Spanish 
army) , entrenched Rif positio ns, for­
tified rebel villages and A bd-el-Krim 's 
headquarters. Low-level strafing was a 
hazardous affair , many planes of the 
Escadrille Cherijienne retu rning with 
bullet holes. When the alleged ly open 
city of Chaouen was bombed , Red agita­
tors turned public opinion against 
Sweeny' s squadron . Because more 
French air force squadrons were being 
assigned to Morocco, the Escadrille 
Cherifienne was disbanded in November 
1925, havin g performed most effic iently 
under adverse cond itions. Sweeny and 
hi s Yank meres returned to Paris. 

Abd-el -Krim 's surrender on 26 May 
1926 ended the Rif revolt as an organ­
ized rebellion, although Berber re­
sistance co ntinued until December 1934. 
This rebellion was Co l. Sweeny 1s eighth 
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war, and the banner of the Sultanate of 
Morocco the eighth f1ag under which he 
served. For his efforts with the Escad­
ril.le Cherifienne, Sweeny was awarded 
the French Croix de Guerre (theatre 
operative exterieure), the French Col­
onial Medal, and the Moroccan Com­
mander of Ouissam Alonitte. As a per­
sonal reward for valiant services ren­
dered in a bloody, dirty campaign, Col. 
Sweeny was also given 32 wives by the 
Sultan of Morocco. ("Then his troubles 
really started ," commented Adventure 
Magazine in a 1930 issue .) 

When war clouds began to gather over 
Ethiopia in 1935, Sweeny was at his 
Paris· base of operations. His closest 
friends included adventurers Col. Clif~ 
ford Harmon, founder of the interna­
tional League of Aviators and donor of 
the Harmon Trophy; Maj . Granville 
Pollock, his longtime associate in· the 
Lafayette Flying Corps a11d the Esca­
drille Cherifienne; "Doc" Sparks, the 
20th-century f1ying version of Tomb­
stone's Doc Holliday; Vincent Minor 
Schmidt, an American WWI vet who 
served as an air mere in China in 1931 
and 1932; Maj. Rene l'Hopital, Marshal 
Foch's former aide de camp; Jimmy 
Bach, a pioneer Yank pilot in the French 
LFC who later becaine an auto dealer on 
the Champs Elysees; Gen. Armengaud 
of the French A rmee · de /'Air; and 
Hilaire du Berrier , a Yank pilot and the 
youngest of the group. · 

· Whe·n 1 met Hilaire du Berrier recent­
ly, he told me about the Paris coterie: 

"Their fund of stories was bottom­
less , and I, the youngest of the lot , lis­
tened open-mouthed. It was inevitable 
that I should try to follow their foot­
steps. They were another breed. Their 
standards of dress and conduct were 
rigid. A war was referred to _as a show. 
And only a member of the personally 
responsible class of Gentlemen - men 
who have ·never abrogated the law which 
holds that a soldier of fortune must be 
ever ready to risk his life for an abstrac­
tion - was acceptable by their stan­
dards. 

"The day of ragged blue jeans, dirty 
sweat-shirts anq unshaven faces was un­
dream~d of by the men who followed 
wars· with Sweeny. I wore striped trou­
sers, a charcoal gray jacket with braided 
labels and a monocle the night they saw 
me off on the train for Marseilles and 
the .boar to Djibouti, enroute for 
Abyssinia. Vincent Minor Schmidt was 
to joi.n us later , after we formed a team 
in Addis Ababa." 

Helped by Charles Sweeny and backed 
by the authority of Emperor Haile Sel­
aisse and the Ethiopian government, du 

Members of Eagle Squadron have 
instruction in air-gunnery at RAF Flying 
Training School. Although all men were 
welHrained pilots, RAF gav·e them 
standardized training before they went into 
the air. Photo: Imperial War Museum 
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Berrier recruited a force of 12 mere pi­
lots to assist Ethiopia in its hour of peril. 
He traveled to Africa after a delay in 
Monte Carlo (a matter of a duel with an 
Italian officer, concerning an insult to 
Mussolini). His fiancee, Miss Muriel 
Holt, a nurse from San Francisco, was 
to accompany the group as a medic. 
Most of du Berrier's pilots never ap­
peared - and promised planes were 
never delivered to Ethiopia. 

Due to this fiasco, Col. Sweeny de­
clined to travel to Addis Ababa. Only 
four Yank air 'mercs were on hand when 
Benito Mussolini launched his 3 October 
1935 invasion : Hilaire du Berrier; Vin­
cent Minor Schmidt; "Colonel' ~ Hubert 
Fauntleroy Julian, the "Black Eagle of 
Harlem"; and Col. John C. Robinson, 
the "Brown Condor of Chicago," a reg­
ular pilot of the tiny Ethiopian air force 
who f1ew a Potez-25 reconnaissance 
biplane. Hugh Olaf de Wet. (grandson of 
the Boer general), an ex-RAF pilot, was 
another of du Berrier's planeless pilots. 
All of these men had to evade or escape 
capture by Italians when Addis Ababa 
fell on 5 May 1936. 

With the outbreak of the Spanish 
Civil War on 18 July 1936, Sweeny's 
mercenaries again joined the show. 
Hilaire du Berrier and Hugh Olaf de 
Wet were eventually signed under con­
tract as fighter pilots by the Spanish 
Republican government in the fall of 
1936, f1ying Nieuport-Delage ND-52 ses­
quiplane fighters, whose top speed was 
about 160 mph. Vincent Schmidt was 
signed under contract by the Loyalists to 
fly a Marcel-Bloch night bomber. Ap­
proximately 24 Yank pilots flew combat 
missions with the Spanish Republican 
Air Force. As the number of Soviet 
pilots and Russian-trained Spanish pilots 
increased, Loyalist contracts for foreign 
pilots were not renewed. 

RIGHT: F/Lt. Gregory Augustus 
Daymond. Member of Eagle Squadron 
decorated many times for valor by RAF. 
Photo: Imperial War Museum 

In 1937, French Gen. Armengaud in­
vited Col. Charles Sweeny to accompany 
him on a fact-finding mission to Spain 

Hurricane Is of 71 Eagle Squadron " beat 
up" the field in traditional RAF style. After 
Eagles were activated, British dumped 
obsolete plan·es on them until August 1941, 
when they received Spitfires . Photo: 
Imperial War Museum 
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to report on the condition of the Spanish 
Loyalist army . Following publication of 
their joint report, Sweeny worked as an 
adviser to the Spanish Republican gov­
ernment in Spain. By February 1938, he 
was back in Paris , working as an agent 
of the Spanish Republican War 
Ministry, from an office set up by the 
Spanish Embassy at 61 Avenue Victor 
Emanuel. American pilots recruited by 
Sweeny for Spain in 1938 ended up serv-

"FOREIGN DEVILS" 
IN CHINA: 

14th SQUADRON 
The 14th Volunteer Bombardment 

Squadron, often referred to as 
China ' s "International Squadron," 
was commanded by Vincent Minor 
Schmidt during Japan's undeclared 
war with China in 1937. Yank SOFs 
in the 14th Volunteer Bombardment 
Squadron included Elwyn H. Gib­
bon, an ex-USAAC pilot; Jim Alli­
son, who flew in Spain; George H. 
Weigle and Lyman Voelpel , ex-com­
mercial pilots; Watson, a bomb ex­
pert; C.C. "Sibie" Smith, chief me­
chanic; Dudley Long, mechanic; 
Tommy Allen of New York City, rear 
gunner; and meres from other coun­
tries including William Labussiere, a 
French SOF who had downed five 
Nationalist planes in Spain; J . Rouf­
feur , a Dutch pilot; Marcel Florien 
and A. Boulengre, French pilots; 
Leeong , a Chinese pilot who resided 
for 12 years in California; and Mar­
tial Laroche, a French pilot sent back 
lO Paris after he cracked up three 
planes . 

Schmidt's squadrnn became opera­
tional in November 1937. It was in­
itially equipped with Vultee V 11 B 
and Northrop 2E single-engine low­
wing attack bombers. Later, the 
squadron received twin -engine Mar­
tin 139 bombers (export versions of 
the B-10). 
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ing on th e ground as members of the 
Abraham Lincoln Battalion. 

The Spanish Ci vil War was Sweeny's 
ninth war under a ninth flag . While 
working for the Spanish Republican 
government, he also was active in 
developing his own private mercenary 
air force with Hilaire du Berrier, recently 
returned from Spain, and Vincent 
Schmidt, the old China air mere. Sweeny 
wanted to form a small mercenary air 

The 14th Volunteer Bombardment 
Squadron conducted a series of raid s 
again st the Japanese north of Han­
kow . All squadron gunners - except 
for Allen - were Chinese. Schmidt' s 
men were the focus of animosity 
from USAAC Reserve instructors in 
China, from Claire Chennault, from 
Soviet pilot s al so stationed at 
Hankow and from Chinese Air Force 
officers who referred to the 14th ' s 
pilots as "foreign devils." 

Jim Allison reported that the 14th 
Volunteer Bombardment Squadron 
made a raid from Hankow on Taiho­
ku, Formosa, on 14 February 1938, 
lasting in mi ssion time from 0700 to 
1400 hours, with six Martin 139s 
pil oted by Schmidt, Allison, Gibbon , 
Rouffeur, Voelpel and Weigel. Later 
that month and in early March, raid s 
were made against Japanese positions 
along the Yellow Ri ver. 

Dissatisfied with their pay, 14th 
Squadron members met with Gener­
ali ssimo and Madame Chiang Kai­
shek on 8 March 1938. A few days 
later, Vincent Schmidt was replaced 
by Squadron Commander Hsu Huan­
sheng. The Americans were ordered 
to turn their planes over to the 
Chinese at Chengtu,. 600 miles west 
of Hankow. On 22 March 1938 , the 
foreign pilots in the 14th Volunteer 
Bombardment Squadron were dis­
banded. Of the eight Vultees turned 
over to th e Chinese, six were shot 
down in a week' s time. -J.S.A. 

force for possible use in China . Du Ber­
rier told me: 

"It was in the winter o f 1936-37, after 
I got out of Spain, that we formed our 
private foreign legion of the air - a 
complete air force, from mechanics and 
armorers to fighter pilots and bomber 
pilots. Sweeny had a tip-off that there 
was going to be a war in China and he 
talked me into going ahead to sell the 
services of the lot of us." 

Hilaire du Berrier was the front man 
for Sweeny's "foreign legion of the 
air," officially named !'Escadrille 
Etrangere (Foreign Squadron) . Sweeny 
was to be ground commander and Col. 
Vincent Minor Schmidt air commander. 
Maj. Frederic Ives Lord , a Yank SOF 
credited with downing 23 enemy aircraft 
while flying with the RFC and RAF dur­
ing WWI, joined the enterprise. Lord 
also flew in Mexico and piloted a 
Breguet 19 biplane bomber during the 
Spanish Civil War. When cash was not 
immediately forthcoming, he returned 
to America to earn money lecturing at 
left-wing rallies. 

The Escadrille Etrangere was 
nicknamed the "Death-Head Squfid­
ron," and 40 American, Bri tish and 
French pilots announced they were 
ready to die at any time for any country 
- at the right price. Most of its mem­
bers had fought in Spain . Aircraft were 
to be late-model two-seater Koolhoven 
F.K. 51 biplanes. 

A booklet prepared by H ilaire du Ber­
rier explained: "As specialists in defense 
of the air, the squadron wou ld be a fac­
tor for peace. Its pilots join no army. 
They are an army, an army of air police 
responsible for their own results. The 
purpose of this organization is not to 
make war, but to en force peace, to pro­
tect property and ensure liberty to all." 

Col. Charles Sweeny never traveled to 
China. Vincent Schmidt returned to 
Paris, but Hilaire du Berrier remained in 
China for IO years, switching from fly­
ing to intelligence operations . 

In 1939, following Hitler's annexation 
of Austria, the Munich crisis, and Fran­
co's victory in Spain , the doors of the 
French War Office again swung open to 
Charles Sweeny . He was given the tem­
porary rank of major general in the 
French Foreign Legion so he could raise 
a brigade of American volunteers - one 
of two foreigners and the only American 
to reach general rank in the Legion; the 
other was Giuseppe "Peppino" Garibal­
di, Sweeny's comrade-in-arms in 1911 
Mexico, who in WWI led 6,000 Italian 
volunteers in some of the Legion's 
bloodiest fighting . 

Sweeny began recruiting his American 
brigade shortly before WWII broke out. 
One of his recruits was John F. Hasey, 
an American adventurer who afterward 
served in the Free French Foreign 

Continued on page 72 
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THE doorway was almost hidden 
behind an obelisk listing the wars in 

which Australians had fought, and th eir 
dates. The last was Vietnam, 1962-1973, 
a long bloody war. I went in, followed a 
short hallway to another door , and 
found myself looking across a pool table 
at a darkened, noi sy bar, full of middle­
aged men in military haircuts. 

Australian beer is the best in th e 
world, and the national pastime seems to 
be knocking back fifteen or twenty of 
them every evening. In profile , each man 
had a healthy gut , and what might be 
charitably described as a "ruddy" com­
plexion. 

At the bar, I spotted the man I 
thought was Jack. He had a little bit of a 
gut, somewhat out of balance on his hip­
less frame, and his shoulders were set at 
a parade-ground angle. He looked sort 
of like Phil Harris, the bandleader, but 
his face was not ruddy; it appeared to be 
made of football leather. Jack Mor­
rison: former sen ior sergeant major of 
the Australian army, most highly 
decorated Aussie in Korea , second 
award of the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal in Vietnam - where I had met 
him in the 8th Field Hospital - and 
perhaps the bravest, and without doubt 
the most foul-mouthed, man I have ever 
met. 

Still, it was dark in the bar; I had not 
seen him in 15 years and had never seen 
him out of uniform. Just to be on the 
safe side I eased up to the bar. It took 
me a minute to get the barmaid's atten­
tion and ask, "Is that Jack Morrison?" 
by which time he had disappeared into 
the men's room. 

But, at the sound of an American ac­
cent, two middle-aged men whirled and 
approached me. With stunning speed my 
hand was shaken twice and a beer was 
slapped in it. They introduced them­
selves as members of Jack' s company 
fro m Korea, and asked me if I had 
known a guy named Ray Stevens; I had 
not. 

Jack had been their company sergeant 
major in Korea and promoted both of 
them to sergeant. The one on the left 
was of Italian descent and looked sort of 
like a middle-aged Vic Damone. There 
was something oddly familiar about the 
other, but I couldn't place it. I didn' t 
catch either of their names. They were 
both getting on a bit, and a little drunk, 
but there was something about their 
eyes. These were not shopkeepers or 
farmers. These were killers in genteel 
retirement. 

"How is Jack?" I asked. 
The oddly familiar one on the right 

did most of the talking. He wore his 
wavy gray hair a little long and had a 
handsome, in telligent face. The backs of 
his eyes were diamond points. 

"Not so good, Jack isn't. The govern ­
ment's fuckin' 'im about on his disabili­
ty pension, and his feet drain from the 
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effects of Agent Orange. Has to wear 
special shoes." He launched on a long 
explanation of Jack's war with the 
Australian bureaucracy, which I 
couldn't follow very well. 

Then, with no transition I can recall, 
he was in the middle of a war story from 
Korea . 

"Y'know we 'ad these Korean blokes 
attached, not worth the powder to blow 
'em to 'ell." He leaned on the bar and 
took a sip from his schooner. "And you 
know, if you 'ave to clean a grenyde, it's 
necessary to do it outdoors. Anywye, 
this Korean sahgent's clean in ' a grenyde 
in the bunker and some'ow 'e dislodges 
the pin and kills two of our blokes." 

"And himself I suppose." 

\ 

"Naow, 'e got out, and starts 'eadin' 
toward the CP bunkah, so I calls Jack . 
'Jack,' I says. 'There's a Korean sahgent 
co min' your wye. Be there in a minute.' 

"'Yeh!' says Jack. 'Wot about it?' · 
" 'Kill 'im,' says I. 
" 'Orroyt!' sayd Jack." 
"Which," I replied, "knowing Jack , 

he did." 
"Royt! So about foive minutes later 

I ' m in the CP and Jack says, 'Wot was 
that all about?' 

"So I tells 'im. 
" 'Oo!' 'e says, ' 'e shouldn't a done 

that'." 
We laughed. 
Then I felt a hand descend on my 

shoulder. It was Jack's. "These cunts 
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treatin' you orroyt?" he asked. 
I nodded. 
"Orroyt!" he said . "Listen, I'm voice 

president 'ere, and we're 'avin' a 
meetin' . Don't know how long it'll tyke. 
These girls'll tyke care of you ." 

"Just a minute," I said. " I have 
something to show you." I unzipped my 
overnight bag and got out a copy of my 
book, War Story, in which Jack is a 
character . "Came 12,000 miles to give 
you this." 

"Royt," he said. "Give 'er a look 
after the meetin'. '' He gave his watch a 
quick glance, winked, and disappeared. 
So did the guy who looked like Vic 
Damone, so I was left stand ing at the 
bar with the suave, gray-haired Aussie. 
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"Y'know we all love Jack 'ere," he 
said. "But a pure warrior loike 'e is, 'e 
cahn ' t deal with a bureaucracy. We troy 
to protect 'im, but 'e does things 'is own 
wye." He described how Jack had failed 
to touch second base on some applica­
tion for his pension . As I understood it 
he wou ld come out better if he claimed a 
non-combat disability, and he wouldn't 
do it. 

"Wot are you <loin ' 'ere?" my host 
asked. 

"On my way to Thailand," I replied. 
"Ah, Thoiland," he said. "Ever been 

to Singapore?" 
I shook my head, no. "Always 

wanted to." 
" You know who ___ __ is?" He 

named a certain Asian head of state, suf­
ficient ly prominent to rate a couple of 
mentions a year in Time. 

"Yeah, I know who he is." 
wondered what mental connection he 
had made between my mention of 
Thai land and Asian politicians in 

Singapore. 
"One toime my sahgent had ' is pistol 

cocked this far from 'is ear , and was 
about to pull the trigger ." He sm iled at 
my puzzled expression and s·ig.•M>Pktt c'Or 
another beer. 

"My shout," I said , reaching for my 
pocket. 

"Your money's no good 'ere," he 
said gruffly. "Jack said you wasn't to 
pye for a thing." 
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I shrugged and nodded thanks. 
"Left seventy-foive enemy dead on 

that hill in Korea, Jack did. Reckon 'e'd 
a got the VC if he'd been a Porn." It was 
fairly obvious that everyone here had the 
same case of hero worship for Jack that 
I did . 

My host's eyes switched back to his 
own story. "Y'ever 'ear of =." 

I nodded. Everybody in revolutionary 
warfare has heard of him, the man who 
fought a ·communist insurgency in Asia 
for ten years and won. 

"I was a restless young bloke after 
Korea; couldn't find a job I liked in 
Australia. Answered an ad in the paper. 
The man said, 'Well, you've got the 
qualifications. Top NCO in Korea. I'll 
offer you a commission as lieutenant, 
special pay, and a paid-for vacation 
after every job.' " 

"What was the job?" 
"I was ' is bloody assassin." 
Ian Fleming, that was who he re­

minded me of. A little shorter and heav­
ier, but he had the· same sharp-featured 
intelligence and wiry hair. 

"I nave nothing against orientals," he 
said, "but I hate communists. This man 
)Jad been spouting the communist line 
and causing trouble. He was a very 
smart young politician, law graduate, 
but, we thought, a communist. · 

"My boss said to me, 'Ballentine, we 
may have to dose the file on 
fyir._· __ .' You see, 'e always called 
me Ballentine, never Mr. Ballentine, 
never Harry. He was very British. 

" The politician had about twenty­
foive bodyguards there · in the hotel 
where 'e was stayin', but they weren ' t 
difficult to get past. We went into the 
'otel room and I 'ad my sahgeant put 'is 
pistol to the man's ear. ·But, you see, I'd 
always rathe"r buy a man than kill 'im. 
It;s simpler in the long run. You Ameri­
cans never learnt" that in Vietnam." · 
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I smiled wryly. "Of course, we could 
have bought them all ten times over for 
what we spent trying to kill them." 

"Well," Harry went on. "I 'ad my 
sahgeant put 'is pistol to _ _ _ 's 
ear. 'Are you a communist?' I asked. 

· " 'No,' he said. 'I am not a commun­
ist.' 

" 'Then why do you spout the com­
munist line?' 

" 'The communists are very popular. 
Don't kill me now. Perhaps we can 
make a deal.' Ah, 'e was a cool one. If I 
'ad so much as blinked, my sahgeant 
would 'ave pulled the trigger. 'Come 
with me,' I said . 

"We walked out past 'is bodyguards 
and I took 'im to 'eadquarters through 
the bac~ way. He was in with my boss 
fpr three hours. When 'e came out they 
were both smiling. 'Ballentine,' said my 
boss, 'I'd like you to meet the next presi-
dent of _ _ _ . ' And we shook 'ands all 
round.'' 

"He's still in power," I said. 
"Yes, and the British are still secretly 

in control. As I said, it's easier to buy 
them . 

" 'Will I see you again, Mr. Bal­
lentine?' The politician· asked. At that 
mY boss looked startled. 'If you see Mr. 
Ballentine again,' 'e said, 'he will be the 
last person you ever see!' " 

"Have you ever seen him again?" I 
asked. 

"Oh no," Harry replied. "I would 
never go to 'is country. 'E might think I 
was still active and take preventive 
measures. "That sergeant of mine was 
a rather interesting specimen,'' he went 
on. "When I took the job I had a 
36-man platoon, all 'and-picked men, 
but no sergeant. My boss suggested I in­
terview this chap at the jail awaiting ex­
ecution. He was a Choinese tong killer. I 
went down there. 'Look, ' I said, 'I can 
'ave you out of 'ere this afternoon. You 

come to work for me. I'll make you a 
sergeant. You get special pay, and paid­
for leave after each job. And after two 
years, a pardon.' He thought about it 
for a long time. 'Well,' he said, ' it's bet­
ter than doyin'," He laughed. " Better 
than do yin'." he repeated. 

He started to signal for another beer. 
"Listen," I said. "I haven't eaten since 
noon, and I'm not used to this stuff. If I 
don't get something in my stomach soon 
you 're going to have a sloppy. drunk on 
your hands." 

"Fish and chips orroyt or do you want 
a hamburger?" 

I smiled. "Fish and chips is fine." 
It was fully dark and the air crisp as 

we walked through the streets of that 
run-down commercia,l area of Mel­
bourne. It was July, early winter in 
Australia. I had a bit of a buzz on, and 
wondered why ·he wa~ telling me all this. 
One of the reasons I had come to 
Melbourne was to see if Jack would l:Je 
interested in an interview on his wartime 
experiences; and now here was this other 
story. It was good, and had an authentic 
ring to it, but on the other hand you run 
into a lot of bullshit artists. Anyway, I 
enjoyed the conversation. · 

We went down a block and over two , 
crossing the railroad tracks, and went in­
to what is called a "tl)ke-away" in 
Australia - a carry-out place. Harry 
had fish and chips and I had a chiko.roll , 
which resembles an oversize eggroll -
and holds roughly the same position in 
Australian society that a taco does in 
ours. We squeezed into a back booth at 
the take-away and I smiled at the 
thought of Ian· Fleming and James 
Bond's gourmet meals. "You mind if I 
use some of this stuff?" I asked, mean­
ing his experiences. 

''My Sergeant 
Was A Choinese 

Tong Killer' ' 

He looked at me closely, to see if I was 
the kind of journalist who would.betray 
a confidence. "Don't u.se 's 
real name," he said. "That would be 
very embarrassing." 

"Don't worry, I won't. " I had no de­
sire to hurt an ally who ran what ap­
peared to be a relatively prosperous and 
happy country. "What about your 
name?" 

He pondered for a moment. "Call me 
... Wong!" he grinned and uttered a 
short, barking laugh. (I didn't do "that , 
but · his name is not exactly Ballentine 
either.) 
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"If you write this," he said around a 
mouthful of chips, "there's a story you 
sho uld use. 

"There was a Choinese lady in the our 
unit who operated alone, a lovely thing 
she was; always carried a .32 in 'er bra . 
The communists had killed her ' usband 
and she had joined our unit for revenge. 
Ah, Gawd ! She was beautiful and I 
wanted her; tried everything I knew to 
get her and nothing worked. 

"One evening, shortly after I had 
received a new assignment, she appeared 
at my bungalow. 'The man you have just 
been assigned to kill is the man who 
murdered my husband. I want him.' 

" 'I co uldn 't do that,' I replied . 'This 
is a professional job, not a vendetta. ' 

" 'You will get two weeks' leave after 
the job,' she said. 'I will spend those two 
weeks with you, and I guarantee you will 
remember them always as the best two 
weeks of your life! ' " 

I had been skeptical before , and that 
sou nded way too perfect. But when he 
smi led at the memory - a slow, dis­
ingenuous, reminiscent smirk - it was 
not the smile of a man running a con. 

"My platoon had him surrounded in 
an alley; he came out the door. We 
caught him full in the searchlight. I 
promised Florence the first three 
shots, and they were two more than she 
needed." 

"How was your vacation?" 
" Best one I ever 'ad," he replied . 

"But when I got back the boss called me 
in. 'When two of my best agents go to 
the same place at the same time, I 
become curious,' he said. 'You ' re good, 
but she's better than you . I don't want 
her effecti veness impaired in any way.' 
So I to ld him what had happened ." 

"Was he pissed?" 
" No. 'E didn't care as long as it 

wasn't permanent. He dido 't want her 
married." 

"Did you take her out after that?" 
"No." There was a touch of wistful­

ness in his reply. I believed him then. 
"You must have had some strange 

romantic encounters in a position like 
that." 

"I had a maid I was very fond of. 
Been sleepin ' with 'er for two years. She 
asked for toime off to visit 'er sick 
mother. I don't know what she was 
thinkin' of, because I'd checked 'er out 
thoroughly , and knew 'er mother was 
dead. 

"So I let her go and stayed up that 
noight. When the first knock came I put 
a six-round burst from a Sten through 
the door. They left royt awye and there 
were three blood trails into the bush out­
side my door. They never bothered me at 
home afte r that. 

"I worried a bit about what to do to 
her . She set me up, but I'm sure she was 
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under a death threat a t the toime. I 'ad 
to do something, though, or appear soft. 
So I fixed her up with a couple of years' 
easy detention. Not too bad. 

"One other toime there was a Malay 
actress I wanted badly . Tried everything. 
Sent 'er flowers; sent 'er candy . 
Nothing. Then I got a message to meet 
her in a certain restaurant . Should 'ave 
known then, but I went. 

'·'An 'alf-hour after she was supposed 
to arroive, the hair on the back of me 
neck stood up, which has saved me more 
than once. Two Choinese men who 
looked familiar came in the restaurant, 
but I already 'ad my pistol under the 
table. When the first one got 'is out, I hit 
'im first. But the second one grabbed 
' im, and held 'im in front, and started 
foirin'. I 'ad to 'it ' im in the 'ead, and by 
that toime I 'ad a wound in me gut. Got 
'im though." 

"The Hair On 
The Back Of 

Me Neck 
Stood Up" 

I took a bite out of the chiko roll. 
Much refreshed from having lined our 

stomachs with grease, we once again 
stepped into the nippy air between the 
take-away and the Returned Service­
men' s League (RSL). 

When we entered it s dark , boozy in­
terior, I spotted Jack over by the bar 
with my AWOL bag, bent over my book 
in the dim light. It was open to the part, 
about two-thirds of the way through, 
where he makes his appearance . 

He sat next to a dark-haired lady of 
almost his age, who looked about how 
one might expect Raquel Welch to look 
in fifteen years, if her luck holds. Jack 
looked up like a kid caught with his 
hands in the cookie jar and quickly 
shoved the book back into the AWOL 
bag. Harry introduced me to Jack' s 
wife, Pat, and while that was happening 
Jack disappeared again. 

My ears are all blown out from a com­
bination of artillery, aircraft engines and 
heavy-metal rock ' n' roll, so I could 
scarcely understand what was said, but 
somehow she got the idea from Harry 
that either I hadn't eaten, or hadn 't 
eaten enough. She reached into her 
purse and pulled out a slice of baklava 
wrapped in waxed paper , and offered it 
to me with a touchingly tender smile , 
such as I have never seen on Raquel 
Welch. 

There was a schooner of Victori a Bit­
ter in my left hand, and a slice of sweet 

Greek pastry in my right. I was at a loss 
as to how to proceed . 

Harry was in my ear with another 
story. " ... shot this bloke dead in the 
street, and I 'ad nothing to prove who 'e 
was, so, much to my surproi se, I was ar­
rested. 'This toime, Mr. Ballentine, 
you've gone too far,' says the inspector. 

" 'Don't let it come to trial, man ,' I 
told him. 'You don't know who you're 
deal in ' with.' 

" ' I am a professional police officer ,' 
'e says. 'I do moy job accord in ' to the 
law.' 

" ' Don ' t ruin yourself, man,' I told 
him . 'This isn't London. We aren't 
foightin' criminals; we're foightin 
blood y co mmunist in surgents, and none 
of the rules apply'." 

"So what happened?" I asked . I 
made short work of the baklava and 
licked my fingers. 

"They flew a magistrate out from 
England for the troial. I was acqu itted , 
and the inspector was sent 'ome, shaki n ' 
'is 'ead. ' I cahn't understand it,' 'e said. 
'I've been a dedicated policeman for 
thirty years.' 

" 'Told you this was war, man,' I told 
him . 'Yo u can't interfere with the secret 
police .' " 

I heard a loud electronic click and 
Jack 's voice boomed over the PA 
system, rumbling like gravel in a steel 
chute. " Me mate Jimmy Morris ... 
come all the wye from America to see me 
... moy shout ... step to the bar." A 
moment later he was back at the bar, 
smiling, charged with energy. 

Soon I met a whole procession of 
Aussies - the old a nd grizzled, and the 
young, T -shirted and bearded. They 
were all slightly drunk and they all had 
the look of combat men , with enlarged 
facial pores, and smiles that knew too 
much. But there was a genuine openness 
there. I liked all of them and they ac­
cepted me as one of their own. I under­
stood them much better than l under­
stand American civilians. Combat is one 
of those experiences which unites all 
who have had it. I would be far more at 
home at a gathering of ex-VC than I 
would be at a meeting of the junior 
chamber of commerce in my own home 
town. 

Suddenly the PA clicked on again and 
a voice said , "Noine o'clock." Everyo ne 
in the room stood up and all the lights 
went out except for one small spot wh ich 
illuminated something hung on the left 
wall, which I couldn't make out. I had 
forgotten. Thi s was the nine o'clock 
silence, a nightl y memoriam to Austral­
ian servicemen killed in war. J ha d been 
told about it by an Aussie lad y: "Sort of 
pathetic, really, all these drun ken old 
sods, living in the past." But I did not 
find it so. Normally my react ions to 
ceremonies of thi s sort range from indi f-
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ference to cynicism, but this night I was 
touched by the obvious sincerity of these 
people's feelings . The voice on the PA 
recited : 

" In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark the place; and in the sky 
The larks still bravely singing, fly, 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived , felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we 
lie 

In Flanders fields . 

Take up our quarrel with the foe. 
To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die, 

We shall not sleep though poppies 
grow 

In Flanders fields . " 
(By Col. Joh n McRae , who died in France through 
illness contracted during WWI. His poem is pub­
lished by courtesy of the proprietors of Punch , 
owners of the copyright. ) 

And in response everyone there but I, 
who did not know the ceremony, 
responded in chorus: 

"We shall not forget them. 
We shall not forget them . 
We shall not forget them." 

Then the lights came back up, the 
· noise level rose and I buried my nose in 

the foam . 
"Ah, 'tis a beautiful thing!" Jack 

said . 
Shortly after that I found myself in a 

car with Harry, Pat and Jack. Harry was 
driving. 

It seemed a fairly short trip to Jack's 
house and I suppose there was conversa­
tion, although I don't remember any of 
it, except for one comment of Harry' s 
about me . " 'E doesn't miss much; I was 
watchin' 'is eyes at the club ." It is true 
that I don't miss much, but I hadn't 
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caught Harry watching my eyes, so I 
presume he misses less than I do . 

Jack 's house is over a hundred years 
old, and he proudly showed me through , 
showing off the workmanship on the old 
fireplaces. Then he placed my book on 
the shelf with his other books on war. 
Over the fireplace was a copy of a paint­
ing of a younger Sgt. Major Jack Mor­
rison, the hero of Korea. He was thinner 
in it, and seented more grim th an the 
man I knew. 

"It's a copy of one in the army 
museum in Canberra," Harry said . 
"The government paidly 10,000 for it." 
Jack, standing there, swelled visibly with 
pride. He unabashedly gloried in being a 
legend in his own time, although ·r have 
never heard him brag, and was unable to 
extract the story from him I thought I 
had come for. 

After that Jack took me outside to 
show me two Peking ducks he had 
penned up in the bacl yard. We shared a 
whiz on the grass and went inside for 
another beer. 

I Was Beginning 
To Understand 

Why He Told Me 
These Stories 

Pat and Harry had cracked two bot­
tles of Victoria Bitter and we went into 
the living room where the record player 
was. For my edification, Jack played a 
record of the English tenor, Peter 
Dawson, singing an album o f military 
songs, notably the "Ballad of Private 
Roger Young" and "The Sergeant Ma­
jor on Parade." I enjoyed Jack' s en-

thusiasm as he raised his glass, pumped 
hi s right arm in tim e to the music and 
sang along. Pat gazed at Jack in what 
looked to me like plain fl at-out adora­
tion . Harry looked at them both fond ly. 

"Pat's not Aust ralian, " he said. 
"She's cockney. Jack met her in Lon­
don. I love 'er, you know. But don't tell 
Jack. 'E'd kill me . I gave him me own 
pi sto l; seventeen perso na l kills on it, and 
e'd do the eighteenth , and it'd be me." 

During a break between songs, Pat 
held Jack's arm and asked, "Are y' doin' 
orroyt, beloved?" 

He gazed at her with the most tender, 
loving look I have ever seen a man give a 
woman, smiled wryly and said , " Oi ' m 
do in ' foine, y'poi sonous Pomm y 
bahstid." 

After the military songs, Pat put on a 
Dean Martin album and she and Jack 
danced, quite well, and Harry told me 
another story. 

" There was a man, a very dangerous 
man, and no one had been able to 
remove him. I was asked if I cou ld do 
the job. I said yes." 

"How?" I asked. We stood by the 
fireplace , with our glasses of Victoria 
Bitter. I was not incapacitated , but I had 
drunk more than I wanted. My belly was 
tight. Harry was still sipping along at 
about the same rate he had all even in g. 

"I got to him through his brother . 
First I a rranged for his business to make 
about four hundred po unds a month 
more than it had , for fou~ months. Then 
I cut him off. By then he'd bought a new 
house and a new car; gained a whole new 
level of expectations. After the second 
month he was desperate. That 's when I 
approached him. I convinced him that I 
didn't want his brother's life . I told him 
th at his brother would be in jail for two 
years and that, after that, I'd set them 
up with a new identity in a new location . 
In the meantime I'd get him out of debt, 
and see he 'ad some left over .," 

"Was that what yo u wanted?" 
"No. I killed his brother. When my 

informant found out what he'd done, he 
committed suicide. What the 'ell! l slept 
that noight. It's a rough game." 

This time I was watching Harry's eyes. 
Somewhere back down in there he 
flinched. He may have slept well the 
night it happened, but I' ll wager he' s 
lost some sleep over the years since . I 
was beginning to understand his reason 
for telling me these stories. 

The dance ended and Jack and Pat 
join<Td us. Jack asked Pat to get an 
album of clips and pictures of his 
military career. There were stories about 
his DCM and Bar, about his reti rement, 
with pictures of him in garrison cap and 
Sam Browne belt. He looked ill at ease 
in them. Jack was a field soldier, pure 
and simple. 

Among the pictures was one of him 
when he first joined the service in World 
War II, as merry a lad as you' d ever 
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want to see, with guileless eyes and a 
reckless grin, his slouch hat worn at the 
same non -regulation, if not impossible, 
angle he'd worn it at in the hospital. 

"Just a young trooper," he said and 
laughed. What I saw was a classic exam­
ple of the kind of kid who drives his 
sergeant to drink or insanity. 

He also proudly showed me a picture 
of his daughter, married to a younger, 
retired regimental sergeant major, now 
doing well as a painting contractor. 

"She made a foine army woife, with 
her upbringin '," he said. 

Jack and Pat danced the next dance, 
and I talked to Harry again. This time 
we leaned against a wall on the opposite 
side of the room. He leaned forward, 
speaking softly and earnestly. This time 
there was no .pretense. Here was a man 
baring his soul. 

"We attacked a terrorist camp, and 
took a woman prisoner . She must have 
been high up in the party . She wore the 
red tabs of a commissar. I'd already told 
my men we took no prisoners, but I'd 
never killed a woman . 'She must die 
quickly. We must leave!' my sergeant 
said. -

"Oh god, I was sweatin '," Harry 
went on. "She was magnificent. 'What's 
the matter, Mister Ballentine?' she ask­
ed. 'You're sweatin'. 

" 'Not for you,' I said. 'It's a malaria 
recurrence.' I gave my pistol to my 
sergeant, but he just shook his head. I 
had got this man out of prison. None of 
them would do it. None of them would 
do it , and if I didn't I'd never be able to 
control that unit again. 

" 'You 're sweatin ', Mr. Ballentine,' 
she said again. 

" 'Not for you,' I said ." 
"Did you kill her?" 
"Hell, I blew 'er fuckin' 'cad off," he 

replied. 
Jack and Pat glided by to the waning 

notes of "Volare." 
"My platoon all gathered 'round and 

smiled. 'You are our tuan,' my sergeant 
said. 'You are our tuan.'" 

I'm not a priest. I'm not even an of­
ficer anymore. I had never let my Mon­
tagnards kill prisoners. But I'd quit in­
terrogating them because I was starting 
to like it. That was not something I had 
wanted to know about myself. And 
we've all seen good men die because we 
weren't exactly in top form that par­
ticular day. I had forgiven myself for 
that. I hoped my look told Harry that I 
liked him, that it was okay with me if he 
forgave himself. It's hard to do though. 
The only way you can accept that you 're 
not a villain is to admit you 're not a hero 
either. 

The record ended. We had another 
beer. Harry went home and after a while 
we all went to bed . 

Pat had already gone to work when I 
got up the following morning. Jack was 
in the kitchen frying both of us a steak 
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for breakfast. 
There was something that had been 

bothering me. I try to be as honest as I 
can in my writing, and sometimes I 
worry that things I say about my friends 
might hit them the wrong way. "Let me 
read you what I wrote about you," I 
said to Jack. 

"I read it, myte," he said, over the 
skillet. 

"I hope you weren't offended when I 
called you a 'beat-up old duffer'." 

He smiled a little wryly. "!wasn't of­
fended , myte." 

After breakfast we got in Jack's car. I 
still hadn't got used to the driver's side 
being on the right, and more than once I 
had been almost creamed by an oncom­
ing car, stepping off the curb looking the 
wrong way. 

"This part of Melbourne's all 
Greek," Jack said . "Melbourne's got 
the third largest Greek population of 
any city in the world." 

"Hell, 
I Blew 

'Er Fuckin' 

'Ead Off" 

Jack had suggested, with no dissent 
on my part, that he show me some of the 
Australian paintings in the National 
Museum, where he worked as a guard's 
officer. The streets changed into broad 
park-like boulevards as we neared the 
museum. There was just the suggestion 
of a nip, and no flowers bloomed, but 
the palm trees grew along the boulevard; 
it was a British city in the tropics. 

"! helped build this street when I was 
a young fella," Jack said . 

The museum was a beautiful modern 
structure, with a banner outside adver­
tising a Pompeii exhibit I had seen in 
Dallas a year or so previously. 

Inside, I checked my AWOL bag and 
Jack explained what he was doing to the 
guard on duty. "The guards are all re­
tired warrant officers," Jack explained 
on the escalator. A warrant officer in the 
Australian army is what we would call a 
senior NCO in ours. I grinned inside, 
thinking of those old sergeants major, 
working in that museum after decades of 
army life. I fancied I could detect a 
mellowing effect. 

Jack had a pretty clear idea of what he 
wanted to show me, and I had to drag 
my feet to pause by some brilliantly 
designed glass scu lptures, flashing 
translucent primary colors. He blasted 
right through the modern and impres-

sionist section, and barged back to the 
17th- and 18th-century stuff, to show me 
some dark and brooding English land­
scapes. His only judgment was, 
"There's not an 'ell of a lot of difference 
between a Turner and a Constable." 

When we had seen what he wanted to 
show me, I insisted on going back to the 
moderns and to the impressionists, 
which are my favorites. Jack stood off 
to the side and pretended not to know 
me while I examined some of them close­
ly. But the comments he did make, par­
ticularly about the porcelain and the 
Australian painting, showed he hadn't 
been sleep-walking during his time in the 
museum . 

"Did you have any interest in this 
stuff before you came to work here?" I 
asked . 

"No," he replied . 
We left the museum and turned left 

toward the business district. Jack told 
me that the park across the street was the 
home of ducks which sometimes decide 
to cross with their ducklings, and that 
the cops would leap out and stop traffic 
for them. 

We walked across the bridge over the 
River Yarra, which reminded me some­
what of pictures I've seen of the Seine in 
Paris. It's not very much like that, but it 
is more like that than either the North 
Canadian where it runs through Oklaho­
ma City, or the Mekong in Phnom 
Penh, the two rivers in ,cities that I 
know. 

A block past the railway station, Jack 
turned into a pub.1 Inwardly I cringed. It 
was only 10:30 in the morning and I am 
not much of a drinker. I had probably 
drunk more beer in the past two weeks in 
Australia than in the preceding decade. 
But it was an hour and a half until my 
ride left for Wagga-Wagga, and I was 
enjoying Jack's company. 

"Nothing I loike better'n a pot o' 
beer," Jack said as we stepped up to the 
bar, all dark wood and tasteful appoint-
men ts. 

"See that paintin'?" Jack pointed out 
a huge floor-to-ceiling nude in an 
elaborate gold frame, extremely well 
done, of a young girl of surpassing in-
nocence. 

"That's Chloe," he said . "That's a 
very famous paintin'. The whole city of 
Melbourne's proud of 'er. During the 
war some of your blokes, Marines they 
were, tried to steal her. Six of 'em , 
drunk, some'ow got 'er out of the 
frame; 'ad 'er rolled up and ready to go 
out the door. They gave 'er back without 
a foight when it was explyned 'ow im­
portant she was." 

A voice broke in over Jack 's shoulqer . 
"Cracky Jack Morrison, from Korea, by 
god." The speaker was in bad shape. It 
was 10:30 in the morning and he was 
shitfaced . He was clean-shaven and well-

Continued on page 66 

SOl.IJIEll OF 1101lTUNE 33 



MERCENARY 
MATERIEL 
Selecting Your Kit 

Text & Photos bV Bill Boggs 

THE mercenary: Whether ac­
cepted as a soldier or rejected 

as an entrepreneur of death really 
doesn't matter. Throughout history, 
the mercenary has always played a 
role in the global drama of good and 
evil. Those who play this role and 
adopt its l ifestyle do so of their own 
choice. Those who play, play to win. 
The intent of the following informa­
tion is to provide some of my in­
sights concern ing equipment that 
can increase the options and sur­
vival odds in t he mercenary's favor. 

I fi rmly believe that the U.S. 
mi l itary is the f inest in the world. 
However, I am aware of the 
mil itary's inabil ity to react rapidly to 
change. Although I cannot endorse 
everything that is issued to our 
fighting forces, the military-issue 
equipment is, in some cases, the 
superior choice. But the mercenary, 
operat ing in a temperate to t ropical 
envi ronment , may find opt ions that 
warrant co ns ideration availab le 
from expedition and mountaineering 
suppl iers. The focus of this article is 
to cover so me of those opt ions. 
Climatic extremes require special 
considerations and techniques. 
Wh ile t he majority of the equipment 
opt ion·s presented here can be used 
to meet these extremes, my primary 
focus wi ll be on temperate to 
tropical condit ions . 

If one sets aside weapons and 
foot gear, the· pack (bag and frame) 
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is the most important element in the 
long-range patrol 's personal equip­
ment inventory. Why? It 's home. To 
a recon unit operating for weeks on 
end in the bush, the pack takes on a 
special significance. 

The ALICE pack (All -purpose 
Lightweigh t Infantry Combat Equip­
ment) is advertised for sale by mail 
order in various publications with 
costs ranging from $50 to $115. 
From personal experience I can say 
the ALICE pack is better than its 
WWII or Korean War counterparts, 
but it is by no means suitable for 
long-range operations or for carrying 
much weight. Its suggested load 
limit is 50 pounds, but to carry this 
much in an ALICE pack for a long 
trek becomes physical torture. The 
pack volume is smal l. Its design is 
suited for short-term light loads. For 
a long range reconnaissance patrol, 
the cost exceeds the product you 
get. Special-warfare units rarely use 
the ALICE pack and SEAL·team 
members will often choose commer­
cial packs for long-range operations. 

Packs come in two basic designs: 
internal and external frames. The 
ALICE pack is an external-frame 
unit. This means that the pack bag 
attaches to an exposed frame. The 
frames of internal-pack designs are 
sewn into the body of the bag. (The 
rucksack has no frame at all and is 
used for short hikes or recreation.) 
The internal frame is favored by 

mountain climbers, as it f its close to 
the body contours and has no sharp 
edges or exposed frame part s to 
catch on rock, which could t hrow 
the climber off balance. The external 
frame is favored by backpackers and 
for extended expeditions because of 
its carrying ability and comfort. If 
loaded properly, it will carry heavy 
loads with less phys ical exert ion 
than an internal-frame unit. A lso, in 
hot c limates the spaqe between the 
bag and the back allows air to c ir­
culate, so it is cooler and more com­
fortable to use. A padded hip belt 
distributes the weig ht, and in­
creases the functional capabili t ies 
significantly. 

Once you have selected the basic 
design, the next question is size. 
Most manufacturers build frames to 
suit different body bu ilds. A good 
mountaineering store can help you, 
but if you're in a location where th is 
service is unavailable, any of the 
large mail order houses such as 
Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI), 
Eastern Mountain Sports (EMS) or 
Kelty® can offer competent assis­
tance. Given your height and weight , 
a dealer can fit you with t he right 
frame the first time. Since t h is 
equipment will be used well beyond 
the scope of the backpacker's, con­
struction and quality of materials 
must be a prime considerat ion. 

Most current pack designs have 
alum inum frames. My personal pref-
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ABOVE: Two examples of boot design. 
Left: Lightweight roughout boot. This 
design is poor choice for anything but 
recreational hiking. Right: Boot made 
of chrome·tanned leather. Upper part of 
boot is one solid piece of leather. 

BELOW: Canvas hiking shoes. 
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ABOVE: Tropical tent by Sierra West. 
LEFT: The Fitzroy from Trailwise is 
excellent example of freestanding 
A·frame tent. Note vent hole in rear. 

ABOVE: Pick the right container for the 
right job. Plastic bottle is for water; 
aluminum and steel cans are designed 
for fuels. 
BELOW: Water bottles: Carry only what 
you have to. A shape for every need. 
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erence goes to the welded "H"­
shaped frames. Avoid packs with 
coupling devices and screw joints to 
hold their frames together. They are 
weak and tend to fail under severe 
stress. The best H-frame designs 
are exemplified by the Kelty® pack, 
which is guaranteed for life against 
failure. Kelty® frames have welded 
joints. 

To test a f rame's strength, place 
one leg of the frame on the floor and 
press down firmly . A good H-frame 
with welded joints will stand the test 
with no flex. (The Coleman® Peak 1 
series, on the other hand, has a 
frame that is not made of aluminum 
and is made to flex .) 

Shoulder straps should be wide 
and firmly padded, with secure 
buckles to prevent the adjusting 
straps from slipping under stress. A 
quality pack will have close, tight 
stitching. The stitching will not run 
off the end fabric but terminate in 
double rows of reinforcement. All 
stress points will have reinforced 
stitching. The bag fabric will be a 
heavy grade of nylon with a tight 
weave. Back bands holding the pack 
frame away from the body should be 
made of nylon mesh to help air cir­
culate. Adjustment mechanisms for 
the back bands may be turn buckles 
or knotted nylon I ine; either is ac­
ceptable. Make sure the gromets 
(round metal eyelets) attaching the 
bag to the frame are secure to the 
fabric, since they carry the weight of 
the bag and its contents. 

Most pack bags are constructed 
of heavy nylon fabric which is usual­
ly water repellent. However, a: heavy 
rain will soak through the bag. The 
solution is a water-proof bag cover. 
Kelty® makes an excellent cover for 
its bags that works on many other 
brands as well. 

A hip belt is an absolute necessity 
if you intend to carry heavy weights 
for an extended period of time. The 
idea is to put the weight on the hips 
rather than the shoulders. Since the 
legs are stronger, they tend to carry 
the weight more effectively. Padded 
hip belts are more comfortable, ob­
viously, than the wide nylon-web­
bing sfyle. Before you buy your 
pack, have the salesperson stuff it 
with the weights they use for 
simu lation purposes. You'll be sur­
prised at the hip belt 's effective­
ness. The belt's release buckle 
should be designed to free the pack 
instantly. For military operations 
this is an absolute necessity. The 
Kelty® hip belt is a prime example of 
good design . 
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My advice concerning packs is : 
Whatever you buy, make certain it 
fits your body build. Cost is a fairly 
accurate guide to quality - you get 
what you pay for. I've used the 
Kelty® Tioga for many years. All 
Kelty® products are of exceptional 
quality, extremely durable - and 
they have never failed me. I've used 
the Tioga in all climates and cir­
cumstances from days to months at 
a time. It has even been dropped 
from helicopters into snow banks 
without damage. In the bush with 
no support on line for weeks on end, 
the $100-plus cost will seem in­
significant. Over several years of 
use , the Kelty® is economi­
cal. 

Various members of SEAL teams 
have had favorable results with the 
Coleman® Peak 1 backpack unit dur­
ing long-term operations. The Cole­
man® is unique, in that its frame is 
made of a high-impact plastic com­
pound . Durable and silent (no metal­
to-metal contact), the Coleman® 
Peak 1 has proven a worthwhile 
piece of equipment . 

Whatever You 
Buy - Make 
Sure It Fits 

Commercial backpacking equip­
ment is usually made of bright ma­
terial to aid in a search-and-rescue 
situation. This is totally unaccepta­
ble for military use, but most manu­
facturers offer an olive-green pack 
bag . You will find that color is a criti­
cal issue when selecting equipment 
from suppliers in the private sector. 

Loading a pack is a science in it­
self. Pack bags come in two basic 
designs - divided and undivided. 
Purchase the bag divided into two 
sections horizontally. This makes 
loading the bag and retrieving equip­
ment much easier. There are a few 
basic rules that, if followed, will 
make living out of a nylon bag a little 
less insane. 
A. The majority of the weight 

should be kept high and centered 
close to the back. Putting heavy 
objects toward the outside in the 
lower bag compartment places 
undue and excessive stress on 
the shoulders. 

B. Use the outside pockets for 
items needed often or in a hurry: 
compass, flashlight , first -aid kit, 

water-purification tablets, bug 
juice, sunscreen , weapon-c lean­
ing tools and matches. Make a 
habit of using the same pockets 
for the same objects. 

C. Pack the bag by placing the last 
items to be used each day in 
first. Don't place your rain gear or 
the noon meal in the bottom of 
the bag. 

D. Divide each day's food supply in­
to three meals, each meal in a 
separate plastic bag, and put al l 
three meals into a single, large, 
one-day's-supply bag. Individual 
bags should be clearly marked 
for specific meals and days of 
use. 

E. Cooking pots shou ld be placed 
in a denim or cloth bag with uten­
sils and cleaning equipment. 

F. Pack rain gear, extra clothing, 
and gloves on top within the up­
per compartment , especially if 
you 're in an area where weather 
may become a factor that affects 
your fighting ability. 

G. Cooking pots, one day's food and 
lighter-weight stoves should go 
in the bottom compartment. 
Sleeping bag should be placed in 
the open area below the pack 
bag . 

H. Keep your maps in the front map 
pocket, sealed in a plastic map 
case. Use clear shelf paper for an 
inexpensive, waterproof map 
covering. Two dollars ' worth of 
shelf paper covers three to four 
quads. 

I. Keep all lids and caps sealed 
tightly - no leaks. Use only top­
quality plastic bottles for water 
and either top-quality metal con­
tainers for fuel or a synthetic 
container designed for fuel. Just 
because it doesn 't leak when set 
upright doesn 't mean it won't 
leak if dropped or packed upside­
down. 

J. Use nylon webbing in 1/2 -inch 
belts to secure sleeping bags 
and Ensolite® pads to the pack 
frame. Ropes are ted ious to knot 
and untie unless you practice 
knot-tying for sport. 

K. Use a rain cover - while pack 
bags are water-repellent, they are 
not waterproof. Down sleeping 
bags are neith8r. I use a plastic 
bag inside my sleeping-bag stuff 
sack to ensure a dry bag at 
nightfall. 

The final thing a special-opera­
tions team considers in the planning 
phase of the operation is sleep -
and justifiably so. Creature comfort 
is not a prime concern - but the 
quality of the sleep must be sound. 
Sleep deprivation increases disinte­
gration of judgment. 

The current military-issue sleep-
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ABOVE: Sleeping pads. Top: self· 
inflating Therma Rest; left: nylon· and 
cotton-covered polyurethane pad; right: 
Uniroyal Regalite. 
RIGHT: Two most effective sleeping 
bag shapes. Blue bag is modified 
mummy. Red bag is mummy design. 

ing bags are fine for mechanized 
units , but poor for long-range infan· 
try patrols. They are bulky and weigh 
too much . The best choice is a quali· 
ty commercial sleeping bag. The 
first questions to be answered con· 
cern bag design and filling material. 

There are four basic shapes: 
mummy, semi -mummy, barrel and 
rectangular. 

To simplify a rather complex set 
of thermal equations concerning 
heat retention , let's clarify the issue 
of sleeping-bag shape in this man· 
ner: The mummy is the warmest, 
lightest and most efficient sleeping· 
bag design , but it is confining. The 
semi-mummy offers more room in 
the shoulder and hip areas but is 
slightly less efficient in retaining 
body heat. The barrel shape is room· 
ier yet , with additional space in the 
foot of the bag . The rectangular is 
the least efficient in retaining heat , 
yet offers the most room; its primary 
drawbacks are weight and size. 
Quali ty bags are seldom made in 
this shape. The modified mummy 
and the barrel are the best bags for a 
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compromise of efficiency and 
weight . 
. In the backpacking industry, de­

bate continues concerning the ad­
vantages of goose down over duck 
down or down over synthetic materi­
als . 

If I were forced to fight my battles 
at high altitude in the Rock ies , I 
might choose a down bag . However, 
it is not a good cho ice for a tropical 
or semitropical environment. Down , 
although extremely efficient when 
dry, is useless when wet. Down bags 
are also less durable than synthetic 

ones . The new synthetic bags will 
retain insulating value when wet and 
will dry quickly. They also cost less . 
A good-quality sleeping bag of syn­
thetic ti II can .be bought tor around 
$100 to $115. Synthetic Polar Guard 
and Hollow Fill (often labeled Hol· 
low Bored) are effective and', regard­
less of advertising claims, quite 
similar in performance. Some com­
panies (such as EMS) give a temper· 
ature rating with each sleeping bag. 
This should be treated as a rough 
guide. T.he efficiency depends on 
the metabolism of the user as well 
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as on th·e environment. Tents , shel­
ters , sleeping-bag covers and addi­
tional clothing will change this fac ­
tor. 

Know the climatic conditions well 
in advance befo re departing on an 
operation. Preparation and planning 
increase survival odds. For a tem­
perate-to-tropical environment, a 
three-season sleeping bag with a 
rating of + 20F will be sufficient to 
meet all but t he harshest year-round 
circumstances. A three-season bag 
can be used wi th a heavier outer 
bag , if you must operate in an ex­
tremely cold climate. This system 
gives you fle xibility and cuts equip­
ment costs. For a true tropical env ir­
onment , use the lightest synthetic 
bag possible. · 

It is a good idea to use a bivouac 
cover to house the bag. This will in­
crease the insulating value and pro­
tect the bag , but adds little weight. If 
the bag is not brown or green, a biv­
ouac cover in a camouflage color 
will be a necessity . I purchased a 
bulk quantity of ripstop nylon in a 
cammie pat tern and had a seam­
stress sew one up for me. 

Once you select a sleeping bag , 
your next step is to choose a sleep­
ing pad . Forget air mattresses. They 
leak, are time-consuming to repair, 
heavy and generally undependable. 
Choose a foam pad. The most com­
mon material is Ensolite®. Enso­
lite® (a trademark of the Uniroyal 
Corporation) is a closed-cell foam 
that resists absorbing water and 
provides adequate insulation down 
to low temperatures without becom­
ing bri t tle or cracking. The Marine 
Corps uses Enso I ite® Type 1, an 
olive-green pad designed for all-cli­
mate use. This particular formula is 
difficult to find in commercial out­
lets . Most all of the Enso! ite® 
available commercially will be type 
ML. 

The drawback to any Ensolite 
other than Type 1 is its color: off ­
white. You may have to have a light 
covering sewn on the pad to offset 
this . Make sure the fabric you · 
choose is breathable . Otherwise, 
you may find the bottom of your 
sleep ing bag wet with perspiration , 
since when the body moisture is 
trapped , it will not wick past the pad 
cover onto the foam surface. Nylon , 
although light , is not necessarily a 
good choice, since a nylon sleeping 
bag will continually slide from its 
nylon cover every time you turn over 
during the night. The best cover be t 
would be a good cotton or combina­
tion fab ric, such as a 60-40 percent 
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Kelty® frame and padded hip belt with 
nylon-mesh back bands. Frame is 
excellent example of H-design. All 
joints are welded for strength. 

Lowe pack rides close to body with no 
visible frame members. 

Kelty® hip belt utilizes quick-release 
buckle - a necessity in tense 
situations. 

MAY/82 



ABOVE: The Optimus SR, excellent 
white-gas stove. Optimus 111 series is 
identical but slightly larger. LEFT: 
Three heating systems: sterno stove, GI 
heat tabs and Coleman® Peak I stove. 

ABOVE: K·elty® bag is not waterproof. In 
severe weather rain cover is required. 

LEFT: Kelty® Tioga bag and frame. Bag 
is available in olive green. 

blend of cotton and nylon . This 
gives you a breathable, yet tear-re­
sistant cover. 

Open-cell pads are com fortab le 
but absorb water in wet weather. 
They are bulkier and requ ire more 
thickness (due to the ir compressibil­
ity) to achieve the same insulatir,ig 
value as Ensolite®. My choice is an 
Ensolite® pad with a light 60-40 per­
cent cover . A new twi st has been ad­
ded by some manufacture rs - the 
bi-pad . It is simply a layer of 
11/4·inch medium-firm polyurethane , 
an open-cell foam, secured to one­
fourth inch of Ensolite® with a 65-35 
percent fabric cover. This pad is 
available from suppliers such as L.L. 
Bean in Freeport , Maine, and EMS. It 
seems to be an excellent design. 

A new development in padding 
material is Regalite®. Regalite® com­
bines extremely light weight , ther­
mal insulation , and resistance to 
abrasion . It is pliable at low tempera­
tures and resists full compression. 
Users say it is excellent though ex­
pensive - $18 to $24 per pad , de­
pending upon length . The color is a 
not-so-desirable bright blue. 

Shelters - either carried with you 
or created on the trail - can be a 
critical factor. Mountaineering ten ts 
must endure heavy w inds , snow and 
ice. They are especially well-made, 
and should be given first considera­
tion. With modern technology, their 
interior space is now greater than at 
any time in the past. They are free­
standing , which means that unless 
adverse weather conditions are en­
countered , no lines are required to 
anchor or support the tent. 

It is difficult to find a tent in a 
suitable color . Unfortunately , it is 
not cost-effective for manufacturers 
to make equipment on spec ial order, 
unless that order is for several hun­
dred units. I believe that tents manu­
factured by the North Face Corpora­
tion come closest to the needs of a 
mercenary operation. 

The North Face " A" -frame tents 
include the Tuolumme in taupe 
(deep olive-green) and blue and the 
Sierra in taupe and gold. The lower 
sections are taupe; the upper are the 
brighter color. Both are easily cov­
ered by the taupe rain fly . 

The North Face VE 23 and VE 24 
tents are geodesic designs. Both 
come with sand-colored rain flies 
which generally blend in with desert 
and semi-arid environment s . A var.ia­
tion of this design is t he Skeeter VE 
23, which utilizes tight-weave, bug­
proof nylon netting for the canopy. 

The Trailwise Fitzroy is a free­
standing A-frame of exce ll ent quali­
ty and function. Its color is more 
suitable for arid areas. Both North 
Face and Tra i lwise tents are de-
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signed to weather storms well and 
spill wind effectively. They are 
roomy enough for two individuals 
and their gear. 

The Early Winters Company mark­
ets rather uniquely designed tents. 
The Light Dimension Series dome 
and Earth Station tents can be or­
dered in what the firm calls Meadow 
Green. Don't be turned off by their 
futuristic appearance; they are ex­
cellent in form and function and are 
expedition-proven. All erect and 
come down quickly. 

No tent worth owning is water-
. proof. Water vapor must pass 
through the fabric or you 'll end up 
sleeping bathed in the water vapor 
generated by your body. A tent fly is 
the only appropriate means of keep­
ing rain outside the tent. Flies are 
completely effective only if the 
seams are sealed with some form of 
seam sealant. The appropriate seal­
ant is available from any backpack­
ing supplier. 

Let the buyer beware: There are a 
great number of poorly made, unreli­
able products for sale. The manufac­
turers listed on page 41 have quality 
equipment. I can personally vouch 
for North Face and Trailwise, and 
close associates recommend the 
Early Winters equipment. I have not 
been able to evaluate other options. 

Shelter in a purely tropical envir­
onment is a much easier problem to 
solve. In warm weather I prefer a tarp 
shelter. EMS sells the parawing and 
other basic tarps for this purpose. 
They are available in green. Tarps 
are versatile and weigh less than 
tents. However, bugs can and will 
keep you from sleeping. The new 
tents made with nylon-netting sides 
are worthwhile for the tropics, 
although somewhat prone to dam­
age if treated carelessly. The Eureka 
Mojave and the Indiana Camp Sup­
ply bug tents are examples of this 
type. A bivvy sack with a mosquito­
netting hood is a good alternate. 
These small shelters have built-in 
rain covers and are very light. They 
set up and come down quickly. East­
ern Mountain Sports carries this 
type of shelter in its catalog . It is 
made by Sierra West in one- or two­
man versions. 

The USMC squad-tent concept is 
a feasible idea if unit size and mis­
sion permit. The larger mountaineer­
ing tents can be set up rapidly . Tent 
parts can be distributed so each 
team member shares the weight. 
Several manufacturers of quality 
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ABOVE: North Face VE 23, a geodesic­
design tent. 
RIGHT: Gore-Tex® rain jacket in 
commonest shade of green marketed 
by most manufacturers. 

equipment make tents suitable for 
this type of operation. The critical 
problem is finding a squad-size tent 
in earth-tone colors. 

Individual or two-man tents are 
usually the choice for small recon­
type operations where natural shel­
ter is unavailable. The mission, ter­
rain and the climate are the key vari­
ables. A two-man mountain tent with 
rain fly is the best compromise and 
will fit most operational needs. 

When purchasing a tent , be atten­
tive to the same qualities necessary 
in purchasing the pack bag : good 
tight seams, reinforced stress 
points and functional zippers. The 
ease with which tents erect and take 
down should also be considered . 
Note that the fewer pieces there are, 
the fewer there are to lose. Tent 
poles for A-frames should have 
shock cords between each section 
so that each pole is a single unit, not 
a bundle of aluminum stakes. 

The previously stated variables of 
mission, terrain and climate also ap­
ply to footwear. Climate is the over­
riding factor. Five opt ions will be 
given considerat ion : 
1. U.S. military current-issue boots; 
2. Vietnam boots; 
3. Commercial hunting boots; 
4. Commercial backpacking boots; 
5. Specialty boots such as the can­

vas-and-rubber bush shoe. 
The current-issue boots are inex­

pensive, sturdy, durable and easy to 
obtain. In a temperate environment 
these boots work, but in climatic ex-

tremes they fall short . 
The Vietnam boots are one of the 

few things to come out of that war 
that have been accepted by the gen­
eral population. These boots work 
very well for their intende9 purpose 
- carrying a soldier over wet t ropi­
cal terrain . In any other environment 
they are a compromise. In a dry, 
rocky region when you are carrying 
heavy loads, they lack the side sup­
port provided by a full-leather boot. 
A commercial spin-off of this type of 
boot is the Danner Gore-Tex® hiking 
boot available fom EMS. 

Many outdoorsmen swear by 
hunting-style boots such as the Her­
man 's Survivor or Browning Water­
proof. They are excellent footwear, 
but some individuals find them too 
heavy. Heavy boots, while potential· 
ly durable, are tiring to wear. The old 
saying , " Five on the feet equals 15 
on the back," is t rue. However, 
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boots that weigh less than five 
pounds per pair are not up to rigor­
ous hard use, according to a spokes­
man- from one of the better manu­
facturers. So you must find a com ­
promise. Clark Rhinos are heavy 
canvas sneakers imported from Eng ­
land . Others on the market have sim­
ilar construction . They are ideal for 
desert hiki ng and for use in hot trop­
ical climates. However, if given a 
choice, I would prefer the Vietnam 
boot for this type of exercise . 

Heavy canvas shoes are more of a 
leisure/safari-type footgear . Sharp 
objects such as metal or bamboo 
stakes will go straight through the 
sole . My personal preference when 
the going is extremely rough is the 
low-cut back-packing boot. Back­
packer-style boots are long-wearing 
and comfortable when broken in -
and they provide the necessary foot 
and ank le support. Their sides are 
stiff enough to prevent stone 
bru ises and yet comfortable when 
you carry heavy loads over long 
dis t ances. The Special Forces 
mountain boot made by Chippewa 
has gained support as a viable alter­
nate to this style of boot , due to its 
availability on the surplus market. 

When purchasing boots , I use the 
following criteria in evaluating them : 
1. Boots utilizing the Norwegian 

welt are the most desirable. The 
Goodyear welt is second . 

2. Eyelets are better than hooks for 
lacing the boot. Hooks catch on 
obstacles and bend. 

3. Vibram® lug soles provide exce l­
lent traction. Look for the yellow 
label. 

4. The uppers of the better-quality 
boots are made from one piece of 
top-grain hide. Roughout boots , 
due to the problem of waterproof­
ing and assessing quality, should 
be avoided . 

5. Boots should have a well -padded 
interior with a tongue sufficient 
to keep water and debris out. 
The most important aspect of 

footwear is fit. A poor-quality boot 
that fits well is superior to a well­
made boot of the wrong size. When 
purchasing new boots , your street­
shoe size is not the determining fac ­
to r. Most often, the correct boot size 
is larger, since hiking boots are 
usually worn wi th two pairs of socks 
- one of light nylon , one of heavier 
wool. This practice keeps the feet 
drier and blister-resistant. Once the 
boots are selected , the fun starts. 

Breaking in a new pair of boots is 
one of the least enjoyable things I 
can think of. Never begin an opera­
tion with a new pair. (Any experi­
enced foot soldier can verify this.) 

With GI and hunting-style boots , 
break-in is a hassle, but can be ac-
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complished quick ly. However, the 
backpacking-style boots are another 
story . Due to the stiffness of their 
leather, break-in is slower and more 
painful. Oldtimers (anyone with 
more than one enlistment) swear by 
the " soak-the-boots-and-walk-them­
dry" method. I have never tried this , 
mainly because I usually spend 
enough money on my boots to be 
worried about their care . My tech­
nique is to gradually break them in 
by wearing them in and around 
home and on trips to town . Within 
two weeks of steady wear, even the 
stiffest hiking boots become pliable 
enough for long-range operations . 

When breaking in new boots , you 
may be tempted to use Neetsfoot or 
some similar oil to soak them : Don 't 
do it unti I you have checked the tan­
ning process used in your boots , 
since this determines the correct 
leather dressing to be used . 
Chrome-tanned leather deteriorates 
when treated with oil. This deteriora­
tion will significantly affect support 
afforded by the boot , and in some 
cases the upper will separate from 
the sole, due to the leather stretch­
ing around the st itching . Oil-tanned 
leather will accept an oil dressing 
without harm . If in doubt , ask the 
salesperson or the boot 's manu -

CAMPING EQUIPMENT 
SUPPLIES 

INDIANA CAMP SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 344 
Pittsboro , IN 46167 
(Specializes in medical kits for 
bush operat ions .) 
SIERRA DESIGNS 
247 Fourth Street 
Oakland , CA 94607 
EASTERN MOUNTAIN SPORTS 
Vose Farm Road 
Peterborough , NH 03458 
NORTH FACE 
1234 Fifth Street 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
EARLY WINTERS 
110 Prefontaine Pl. South 
Seattle, WA 98104 
TRAIL WISE 
2407 4th Street 
Berkeley , CA 94710 
(REI) RECREATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT INCORPORATED 
P.O. Box C-88-125 
Seattle, WA 98188 
OUTDOORS, INC. 
5245 Poplar Avenue 
Memphis TN 38117 
(No catalog ; carries all major 
brands , spec ializes in bulk quan­
tities of freeze-dried food and 
food survival packs . Contact 
Lawrence Migliara for price 
quotes.) 

facturer what the best method of 
dressing and waterproofing is . The 
current silicone sealers are probably 
the best and safest compounds for 
waterproofing boots . 

In summary, my choice for foot­
wear would be the Vietnam boot fo r 
tropical climates. It is sturdy, well ­
designed and inexpensive . Most 
surplus outlets sell them for about 
$30 per pair . Beware of cheap im­
ported imitations. In temperate 
zones or for rough terrain , I would 
choose the low-cut , commercial , 
backpacking boot , or Special Forces 
mountain boots by Chippewa. If you 
purchase a commercial backpack­
ing boot , buy a medium to heavy­
weight design . I own a pair of Tech­
nica lls made in Italy - excellen t 
boots . 

Don 't buy lightweight boots -
they won 't stand up to prolonged 
use. Avoid the full-shank mountain­
eering boots because they are too 
heavy and do not flex enough for 
comfortable walking over long dis­
tances . 

Anyone who spends more than a 
short time in the field real izes that 
an army does indeed travel on its 
stomach - and you 'd bet ter believe 
that after a day in the field you 'll 
hear that concept loud and clear. In 
a mechanized unit or one operat ing 
with close support , this is a re lative­
ly easy problem to solve. Hot chow 
is either trucked to the un it or 
C-rations can be opened and heated. 

Long-range recon patrols and spe­
cial-warfare units present another 
problem . Freeze-dried foods are the 
best bet for LRRPs in areas with 
uncertain forage possibilities and in 
which operational requirements dic­
tate concealment. Light , reasonably 
palatable and easy to prepare, they 
are excellent for thei r intended pur­
pose. Quality varies . Your best bet is 
to buy from a reputable manufac­
turer such as Mountainhouse or 
Richmore. Be sure you can eat what 
you buy before you go to the field -
sample it first. 

Boiling water to reconstitute or re­
hydrate the food to an edible state 
requires a stove or another heat 
source . Because natural fires take 
time and give out smoke, which 
could compromise tactical conceal­
ment , a serviceable stove is neces­
sary. Technology has given us a 
wide selectibn of stoves, from sim­
ple Sterno in a can to incredibly effi­
cient, complex, space-ag& stov-es. 
While heat tabs are fine for warming 
a can of Cs , they just don 't hack it 
when you have to boil two pints of 
water in a hurry. 

Modern stoves use wh ite gas 

Continued on page 68 
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T he big Air Force troop transport 
touched down gracefully on the 

glisten ing wet runway at Pleiku in the 
central highlands. The soldiers sat 
silently, some of them with their faces 
pressed against the small oval win­
dows, trying to get a first glimpse of 
this place called Vietnam. The C-141 
turned off the runway and taxied slowly 
toward the far end. The same thought I 
had been thinking all year popped into 
my mind. 

Had I made a mistake by enlisting in 
the Army? I didn't have to be here. I 
had fulfi lled my military obligation in 
'55 by joining the Navy. Now, 11 years 
later, I was in th e Army and in a foreign 
country about which I knew nothing 
except what I'd read in the papers and 
seen on TV. 

The Air Force sergeant opened the 
door; I hadn't realized the plane had 
stopped. Everyone remained in his seat 
as if waiting for someone else to make 
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the first move. Finally the aisle began 
to fill as the men shuffled slowly toward 
the exit. I worked my way into line and 
walked down the steps. I was prepared 
to fall on the ground if shooting and 
shelling started. I was pleasantly sur­
prised to find it peaceful and rather 
quiet. It had been raining; the air had a 
fresh, moist smell. As I looked around, 
I could see helicopters lifting off on the 
far side of the airfield. 

Over by the edge of the aircraft park­
ing ramp, a long line of Gls stood quiet­
ly, watching as the new arrivals filed 
from the plane. They wore khaki uni­
forms, and their duffel bags lay beside 
them. Obviously, they were on their 
way home. There were no smart re­
marks or catcalls from them. Instead, 
they stared at us with tired' looks of pity 
on their faces. They knew what lay in 
store for us during the next year. They 
also knew some of us would never see 
home again . 

Recognizing a friend getting off, a 
black soldier shouted, "Hey, Grady, 
about time you got your rump over 
here." Grady made his way through 
the crowd. They shook hands and slap­
ped each other on the shoulder. 

A captain and a first sergeant in 
jungle fatigues drove up in a jeep. The 
captain got out and walked over to 
those of us who had just arrived. "You 
men assigned to the 25th Division, 
grab your gear and get on those buses 
over there," he said, motioning toward 
several twin-engine prop planes. 

I found my duffel bag and headed for 
the planes. An Army Sp/5 grabbed my 
bag and threw it in the cargo opening. 
Two Army warrant officers, one a W-3 
and the other a W-2, stood by the 
plane. They were the pilots. The W-3 
said, "You fixed-wing or chopper 
pilot?" as he eyed my wings. 

"Helicopter," I replied. 
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"Nuts," said the W-2. "I thought you 
might be my replacement. Well, you'll 
get plenty offlying where you're going," 
he added with a grin. 

The plane lifted off and flew just un­
der the low-lying clouds at about 300 
feet above the ground. 

I unfastened my seat belt and made 
my way up to the hatch that led into 
the cockpit. "They've got an automatic 
direct ion finder at An Khe, but it sel­
dom works ," the W-2 said. "We have to 
go low-level through Mang Yang Pass 
when the weather's bad." 

"That's the pass just ahead," said 
the W-3. "That's where the Frenchies 
got their butts kicked back in the '50s." 
He adjusted the rpm on the props. I 
could see the rusted hulks of tanks and 
armored personnel carriers lying 
alongside the highway. French Mobile 
Group 100 had been ambushed below 
and lost more than 2,000 men in this 
pass. Many of them were buried by the 
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Operation Paul Revere II 

AIR 
ASSAULT 
INTO 
LZHELL 

LEFT: "Cold" extraction by slicks of C 
Company, 229th AHB, 1st Air Cav, 
north of Bong Son near coast of 
Vietnam. RIGHT: Warrant Officer 
Sisk flying right seat in slick of C 
Company, 229 AHB, 1st Air Cav., 
over central highlands, RVN. 

Text & Photos 
by Robert Sisk 

Viet Minh in rows standing up on the 
hills that overlooked it - an effective 
bit of psywar . 

The pilot lowered the landing gear 
as I walked back to my seat. As we 
touched down, I could see mud and 
water kicking up from the wheels. 
Back in Oakland, Calif., I couldn't 
understand why they told us to change 
into fatigues before we left the States . 
As I stepped off the Caribou into the 
ankle-deep mud, I figured this must be 
the reason. 

After finding my mud-splattered duf­
fel bag, I sloshed over to where several 
other newly arrived pilots were stand­
ing. Most of them were from my flight­
school class . We were the replace­
ments for the pilots who had come over 
with the 1st Air Cavalry Division 10 
months earlier. 

A major walked over and told us to 
leave our gear where it was and to 
follow him. He led us to a large tent 

about 150 yards west of the parking 
ramp. "Line up where the sign says 
11th Aviation Group," the major said . 
"You'll get your unit assignments 
there." He turned and walked off. 

After a 20-minute wait, I entered the 
tent. Inside, several soldiers typed and 
sorted papers. This struck me as hu­
morous . It looked like a well-organ­
ized, orderly office at any Army post in 
the States - but with a dirt floor with 
little pools of rain water scattered 
throughout. 

I handed the sergeant my orders. He 
separated the copies and put them in 
different stacks. "Any particular unit 
you want to go to, sir?" he ask& crs- l're 
handed back a copy of my orders. 

'Tm not familiar with any of the out­
fits," I replied. 

"Well, the 227th and 229th are as­
sault-helicopter battalions. The 228th 
is the support battalion . They fly the 
big Chinooks," said the sergeant. 
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"I guess the 229th will be fine," I 
said . 

"Okay," he said, starting to write . 
"Do you want to fly slicks or guns?" 

"Who is getting the most flying 
time?" I asked . 

"The slicks do more flying but if you 
want lots of shoot-' em-up, the gunships 
get most of that," he said . 

''I'll fly slicks ; I want the flight time," 
I said . 

"All right, Alpha, Bravo or Charlie 
Company?" he asked, looking up. 

Hell, I thought, I didn't know it was 
so damn complicated to sign up for a 
war. "C Company," I replied, picking 
the last one he had mentioned. 

"As soon as I get everyone processed 
in, I'll call the units and someone will 
be down to pick you up," he said, still 
writing. I walked out of the tent and in­
to a steady downpour. Officially, and 
on paper, I was in the war. 

Three of us, Owens, Blair and my­
self, were assigned to Charlie Com­
pany. The company executive officer 
picked us up in a jeep and drove us to 
the company operations tent at Camp 
Radcliffe, named for Maj. Radcliffe, an 
Army aviator, and the first member of 
the Air Cavalry to die in combat in 
Vietnam. 

The XO told us that the company 
had just come back from a tour of duty 
down by Tuy Hoa and was now respon­
sible for perimeter patrol at Camp 
Radcliffe and provision of air-assault 
helicopters for the ready reaction force. 
It also resupplied the local fire bases. 

Two days before Charlie Company's 
return to An Khe, four air crewmen 
were lost in the final phase of Opera­
tion "Nathan Hale." The slick had been 
hit with either an anti-aircraft shell or 
an artillery round, disintegrating it and 
killing all on board. A memorial sevice 
was held that evening for the dead 
crewmen. I didn't attend . 

I was one of the dead pilot's replace­
ments. I was assigned his living quar­
ters . Some of the other pilots were 
clearing out his locker and putting his 
personal belongings in a box. One of 
the pilots cried silently. I felt very bad . I 
was scared . 

The next day, Capt. May, the opera­
tions officer, introduced us to the com­
pany commander, Maj. Williams, and 
the. other pilots. I was scheduled to fly 
with Chief Warrant Officer Hollis Scog­
gins. We were to fly a training mission 
and then some resupply runs to the 
firebases . 

S coggins requested a west departure 
with a right turnout. An Khe tower 
gave us immediate clearance for take­
off. I eased the collective up, added left 
pedal to counteract the rotor torque 
and lifted the Huey to a hover. A quick 
glance at the instruments showed 
everything in the green . I eased the 
cyclic control forward, pulled a little 

44 soumm 011 FOll'fUNE 

more pitch and we moved smoothly 
forward in an immediate climb . We 
climbed to 500 feet and started a right 
turn . 

"Turn to a heading of zero nine 
zero," Scoggins said . "We'll go over to 
Phu Cat and do some autorotations." 
Phu Cat was about 25 miles east of An 
Khe. We paralleled Highway 19 for a 
while and then the road suddenly 
veered southeast, dropping down into a 
valley. 

I flew the next several days with 
Scoggins, learning the methods of 
combat flying that he and the other 
"first in the country" pilots learned the 
hard way. Scoggins returned to the 
States the following week, his tour of 
duty completed . 

On the first day of August, 1966, the 
1st Air Cavalry joined with the 3rd Bri­
gade, 25th Infantry Division, in Opera­
tion "Paul Revere II." The 3rd Brigade 
had made contact with elements of 
four North Vietnamese army regi­
ments. 

The operation was the 50th for the 
Air Cavalry since its arrival in Vietnam . 

My company, "Charlie" or C Com­
pany, 229th Assault Helicopters, was 
dispatched to Landing Zone Oasis, a 
forward firebase southwest of Pleiku. 
Our area of operations extended from 
Pleiku to the Cambodian border and 
included the Chu Pong Mountains and 
the Ia Orang Valley, all covered by · 
thick, triple-canopy jungle. At LZ 
Oasis, the first battalions of the 7th 
and 12th Cavalry plus units of the 2nd 
Battalion , 7th Cavalry, were massing 
for air assaults. 

During our briefings, we were told all 
of the landing zones would probably be 
"hot" and booby-trapped . The weather 
was exceedingly bad: torrential rains, 

Aircraft Commander (AC) Warrant 
Officer Sisk (right) with co-pilot W.O. 
Erekson, after 18 hours' continuous 
flying in C&C ship over An Lao 
Valley, central highlands, RVN. Note 
gunner's aircraft-adapted M60 in 
door of ship in background. 

low-lying clouds and ground fog . Th is 
was to be my first combat air assault. I 
was nervous and excited. 

The door gunners and crew-chief 
made last-minute checks on their ma ­
chine-guns and loaded belts of ammo 
into the gun chutes. The infantrymen 
were busy writing letters and preparing 
for the air assaults, checking packs, 
cleaning weapons and hooking hand 
grenades to their belts. 

Several LZs were to be assaulted 
simultaneously. Slicks from the 227th 
and 229th Assault Helicopter Battal­
ions were to air-assault the grunts into 
the LZs while the big Chinooks of the 
228th would sling the artillery into 
place once the LZs were secured. 

We lifted off in flights of four. Once 
airborne, the helicopters joined up in a 
diamond formation . Mine was the ta il­
end of the four-ship formation. Chief 
Warrant Officer Neil Stickney was the 
aircraft commander; I was the co-pilot. 
Our flight would be the second wave in­
to the landing zone, following four 
slicks from the 1st Platoon of Charlie 
Company. We were to maintain a one­
minute spacing between formations. 
Behind us were two more flights of four 
ships each, for a total "gaggle" of 16 
helicopters . On each side of the gag­
gle, B-model Huey gunships from Del­
ta company flew shotgun for the as­
sault helicopters . 

Each helicopter was assigned a color 
code with a number - small plates on 
each side for easy identification. This 
helped the infantrymen find their as­
signed helicopter and it also deter­
mined the position in the formation we 
would be flying. "Wagonwheel S ix" 
was designated the code name for Maj. 
Williams, who was flying the lead ship, 
Yellow One. He gave orders to the a ir­
craft commanders to have thei r door 
gunners test-fire the M60 machine 
guns. From the open doors of the ships 
ahead, I could see short bursts of 
tracer rounds spewing from the guns. 
Stickney told our gunners to fire a 
burst. The rapid chatter of each wea p­
on was reassuring. 

"Two minutes out," the flight leader 
said on UHF radio. Up ahead I could 
see smoke and explosions in the in­
tended landing zone. The dark smoke 
and bright reddish-orange flashes of 
the explosions stood out against the 
low clouds and patches of fog. An artil­
lery battery from a distant firebase was 

· pounding the landing zone with high­
explosive rounds. 

"Last round on the way," a voice sud­
denly blurted over UHF. One ship in 
the flight was usually assigned to moni­
tor the artillery FM radio frequency to 
advise the flight leader when the bar­
rage was ended . The last round was 
"Willie Peter" (white phosphorus). 

The Willie Peter burst in the center of 
the clearing, a billowing cloud of thick, 
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ABOVE: B-model Aerial Rocket 
Artillery (ARA) gunship, or "hog," 
carrying 48 2.75-inch HE rockets, 
which may be fired in any 
combination or all at once. Note 
2.75-inch rockets at rearming 
stations on either side of ship with 
protective metal covers on rear over 
fins and electrical contacts. LEFT: 
Warrant Officer Sisk holds shrapnel 
from blown ammo dump, collected 
from area around his tent. Note Air 
Force-type survival knife and .45 
automatic worn by flight crews. 

white smoke. "One minute out," the 
flight leader said. Two aerial-rocket­
artillery (ARA) helicopters suddenly 
appeared and made firing runs down 
both sides of the landing zone. The 
ARA ships broke off their ro~ket runs 
and went into a daisy-chain holding 
pattern, west of the LZ. The first wave 
of slicks touched down. I could see the 
doo·r gunners raking the jungle with 
machine-gun fire . Soldiers spilled out 
both side of the choppers and crawled 
for the nearest cover. 

The gunships had made the initial 
approach with the first flight, firing 
machine guns and rockets. They then 
swung around and escorted the next 
flight into the LZ. One of them was fit­
ted with an M5 grenade launcher, and I 
could see it firing into the tree line. It 
looked like a fat kid spitting watermel ­
on seeds. 

"White flight short final," the pla­
toon leader of our flight said. The first 
flight of slicks were still holding in the 
LZ while more grunts exited. Timing 
was critical because the following 
flights were on final approach. 

"If they don't get the hell out of 
there, we'll have to make a go­
around," said Stickney. Then the flight 
on the LZ lifted slowly and began to 
accelerate straight ahead and away. I 
locked my shoulder harness and low­
ered the visor on my helmet. A few 

weeks earlier, another assault com­
pany had lost an aircraft when the 
windshield was shot out. Neither pilot 
had his visor down; the shredded plex­
iglass blinded them both. The helicop­
ter crashed, killing the crewchief. 

"We're in contact; the LZ is hot, the 
LZ is hot," an excited voice suddenly 
blurted over the FM radio. As we 
touched down I could see grunts lying 
flat behind rotting trees and giant ant 
hills. To the northeast of the clearing a 
steady stream of tracers poured from 
the dense tree line of the jungle. 

"We've got automatic-weapons fire 
east side," the same excited voice said. 
"We're pinned down. Wagonwheel Six, 
can we get those ARA ships back in 
here?" 

"Affirmative, Blue Fox. Do you want 
just the east side hit?" Wagonwheel Six 
asked. 

"Roger, for now. We've got a heavy 
machine gun in the northeast corner 
and small-arms fire all along the east 
side," replied Blue Fox. 

"White flight is up," Stickney said, 
meaning all of the grunts were clear of 
the helicopters. 

"Lifting," the platoon leader replied. 
All four helicopters lifted off, still in the 
diamond formation. 

A long stream of tracers arced up at 
White Two, the helicopter on the right 
point of the diamond. "We're taking a 
lot of fire," the aircraft commander of 
White Two said in a calm, matter-of­
fact voice. 

"Green and red fligh ts, go to a stag­
gered trail formation. We've got room 
in the LZ to do it. It will give you better 
coverage," Wagonwheel Six said. 

"Blue Fox, this is Black Knight Six. 
Do you want your reserve platoon 
brought in?" the battalion commander, 
orbiting in the command-and-control 
helicopter, asked. Normally the C and 
C helicopter would orbit high over the 
LZ. But because of the low clouds, it 
had to remain low-level, well off to one 
side of the battle. 

"If we can get that heavy. gun 
knocked out, I think we'll be okay," 
Blue Fox replied. 

"Blue Fox, this is Hog One; we're 
starting our run now," the ARA flight 
leader said . "We've got enough fuel for 
about two runs apiece," he added. 

"Okay, concentrate in the northeast 
side," said Blue Fox. 

White Flight made a left 180-degree 
turn and I could see the next flight of 
helicopters lifting from the landing 
zone. Streams of tracers continued to 
pour from the dense folia ge on the east 
side. 

The first ARA ship was just pulling 
up after its rocket attack on the heavy 
machine gun. As the helicopter broke 
to the right, I saw a flash of fire from 
the right rocket pod. Smoke trailed 
from the pod and the flames were get-
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ting bigger. "We've got a pod on fire 
and I can't jettison it ," said the pilot of 
Hog One. "I'm going to put it down on 
the LZ." The ARA ship continued in a 
right turn. The last flight of slicks was 
just lifting off as the burning ship rolled 
out level and approached the landing 
zone. Suddenly, the flaming rocket pod 
exploded. The helicopter {oiled violent­
ly to the left. A large piece of rntor 
blade broke off as the ship went in­
verted. Losing forward momentum, it 
plummeted straight down. 

"We've bought it," the pilot of Hog 
One said just before the ship hit the 
ground. It lay parti Uy on the LZ, its 
broken tailboom sticking out of the 
heavy jungle growth. The whole air­
craft was in flames. Several soldiers 
ran in a low crouch toward the wreck­
age. They were still being fired at from 
the tree line. "I'm going to land," said 
the pilot of the other ARA ship. 

"Negative; stay on station. We've got 
people on the ground that will get the 
crew out," said t he battalion com­
mander. 

"Black Knight Six, three of the <Drew 
are dead. The fourth one was thrown 
clear but he's hurt real bad," said-Blue 
Fox. 

"Okay, we'll get dustoff in there to 
get him out," replied Black Knight. 
"Also, I'm going to send your reserves 
in. Wagonwheel Six, pick up the ready 
reaction force at Oasis and assault 
them into the same landing zone," he 
added. 

"Roger," said Wagonwheel Six. 
"We can't get a medevac right now; 

they're all busy," Black Knight said a 
minute later. "Wheel Six, can you send 
one of your ships in to get that crew­
man out?" 

"Affirmative, sir. Green Four, break 
out of formation and do the medevac. 
Keep both gunships with you," said 
Wagonwheel Six. 

Green Four broke from the forma­
tion and made a left turn back into the 
landing zone. Tb.e_Jwo gunships con­
tinued to make 1iring runs on the east 
side of the clearing. The remaining 
ARA ship had knocked out the heavy 
machine gun and was returning to 
Oasis with its fuel critically low. 

We returned to Landing Zone Oasis 
and picked up the ready reaction force . 
We air-assaulted them into the same 
LZ, this time receiving very little 
ground fire. 

Next morning we were completely 
socked in by ground fog. I had spent a 
miserable night trying to sleep inside 
the helicopter. Four crewmen could 
barely stretch out inside, and the con­
tinuous downpour found its way 
through the roof of the ship and into 
my sleeping bag. 

About 1400 hours, the weather 
broke temporarily and the 3rd Platoon 
of Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th 
Cavalry, was air-assaulted into Land­
ing Zone Pink, coming into immediate 
heavy contact with a reinforced com­
pany of North . Vietnamese· regula rs . 
The 26 men of the 3rd Platoon were 
completely surrounded - and the fog 
had socked the LZ in again. 

At LZ Oasis we were again on stand­
by with the infantry ready reaction 
force . We were told to crank up and 
attempt an assault to help the sur­
rounded platoon. 

Yellow One, the flight leader, lifted 
into the fog while the other ships held 
on the ground. He climbed steadily 
through the fog bank and broke 
through the layer at 500 feet. One by 
one, the helicopters climbed out 
through the fog and joined up with the 



others. We were now between two 
cloud layers, southwest bound. Yellow 
One was trying to raise the platoon 
under attack on the radio but couldn't 
make contact. Another platoon at Lan­
ding Zone Orange broke in and said 
they could hear us above the fog but 
the visibility was zero at their location. 
The radio operator said they hadn't 
had radio contact with the 3rd Platoon 
in over an hour. 

"I'm going to make a slow descent 
through the fog and see if I can get into 
the LZ," said the flight leader. Yellow 
One rolled off to the left as the rest of 
the flight, in an echelon-right forma­
tion, continued straight ahead. Yellow 
One disappeared into the fog. In about 
two minutes he popped back out and 
rejoined the formation. "I can't get 
under this crap," said the flight leader. 
"We'll orbit for a while and see if this 
stuff will move out." 

Continued on page 77 

SNAKEPIT 
After Operation "Paul Revere IL" 

we thought we might get a few days' 
rest back at Division HQ at An Khe. 
but we were surprised to learn that 
Charlie Company would be going di­
rectly to Phan Thiet. a small coastal 
town about 150 miles southeast of 
Pleiku. The 2nd Battalion of the 7th 
Cavalry was already en route on Air 
Force C-130 Hercules aircraft. 

C Company's helicopters topped 
off with fuel at Pleiku and departed for 
Phan Thiel. l was assigned to fly with 
Capt. Ehnman . We were told to stop 
by An Khe. our home base. and pick 
up mail. aircraft parts and any per­
sonal belongings the air crewmen 
needed. Departing An· Khe. we 
climbed to 9 ,000 feet for a relaxing 
flight to Phan Thiel. When we looked 
down on the rice paddies around Tuy 
Hoa . it was hard to believe that death 
and destruction were taking place in 
such beautiful countryside . 

We landed at an airfield built by the 
French during th e French lndo-China 
War . C Company set up camp just 
south of the airstrip . Waist-high grass 
covered the area - a probable home 
for poisonous snakes. l would feel 
more comfortable facing a dozen Viet 
Cong hand-to-hand than one snake. 
of any kind. 

Two days after our arrival. the op· 
erations sergeant went into his tent. 
He had just opened his laundry bag to 
put in some dirty clothes. As he 
started to push them into the bag. a 

--

cobra suddenly thrust its head out of 
the opening. The sergeant let out a 
blood-curdling scream and ran out the 
back of the tent. hitting a tent rope 
which caught him in the neck and 
knocked him to the ground . 

Everyone heard 'nim scream. They 
ran over to where he lay. gasping for 
air. When he got his breath. he told us 
about the cobra in his laundry bag . 

Sgt. Lynn put his M 16 on full -auto ­
matic and stepped cautiously inside . 
Looking around. he saw the laundry 
bag with a bulge in its side . He slipped 
the safety off and fired a whole clip of 
ammo into the bag . 

Sgt. Lynn reached out with his rifle 
barrel and probed the bag . Warily. he 
picked it up and began to shake out 
the clothes. He emptied the bag. with ­
out finding the snake. holding up the 
ventilated clothing , some still smolder­
ing from tracer rounds . Although we 
didn't know it. the snake had crawled 
out of the bag and slithered out the 
tent front . 

The operations sergeant. having re­
covered from his bout with the tent 
rope. saw his bullet-riddled clothes 
and went into a cussing fit . giving Sgt. 
Lynn the opportunity to go the route 
of the cobra . He slipped out the front. 
running for the safety of his own tent. 

This relaxing bit of humor was quite 
a change after the stress and action of 
Operation "Paul Revere ll. " 

l had survived my first month in 
Vietnam . l had 11 more to go . 

- R.S . 



On 1 November last year, South 
African ground and air forces swept 
into Angola where they destroyed an 
important SWAPO (South West Afri­
can People 's Organization) regional 
headquarters and military command 
post and killed 71 guerrillas in a ma­
jor strike code-named Operation 
Daisy. This was the deepest thrust 
into Angola by South African ground 
forces since the 1976 Angolan war, 
when, although within easy reach of 
the Angolan capital, Luanda, the 
South Africans were forced by politi­
cal game-playing to withdraw to 
neighboring South West Africa/ 
Namibia. 

I was one of six privileged journ­
alists, invited by the South African 
Defense Forces (SADF), to witness 
the recent action during the latest of 
a series of cross-border operations. 

ENGINES screamed and my stom­
ach churned as the old DC-3 

rushed from the blue African sky in a 
spiral dive down to the Angolan 
bush below. 

This seemingly crazy descent was 
a necessary precaution for landing 
in enemy territory. For down there in 
the bush , SWAPO terrorists could 
be lurking with SAM-7 missile 
launchers, waiting for a chance to 
blow us to eternity. We had flown in 
the DC-3 (Douglas Dakota) from 
neighboring South West Africa at 
12,000 feet - beyond the effective 
range of SAM-7s - and had come 
down fast to land on the bumpy little 
landing strip carved out in the 
Angolan bush many years ago by 
Portuguese colonial forces. 

londe was the landing strip 's 
name. Its four dilapidated buildings 
were situated in a clearing to one 
side of the runway. Built as a mili­
tary outpost by the Portuguese in 
colonial t imes, and more recently 
used as a forward base for SWAPO 
terrorists for raids into South West 
Africa, londe was now occupied by 
comQined South African and South 
West African forces, which used it 
as temporary tactical headquarters 
and forward medical base in their 
latest military st rike - code-named 
Operation Daisy - which aimed to 
destroy SWAPO in its sanctuary. 

Three days earlier, a colonel from 
Defense Headquarters in Pretoria 
had notified me that something big 
was about to happen and that I, 
along with five other war corre­
spondents, had been invited along. 
Secrecy veiled our instructions. 

"Report to Waterkloof Air Base at 
0730 tomorrow. This is somethi ng 
big. Travel light, in military gear if 
possible, and prepare for anything 
from one to three weeks in the bush. 
Don't talk to anyone, not even your 
girlfriend," the colonel told me. 
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Text & Photos 

by Stephan Terblanche 

Column of South African Ratel armored 
infantry vehicles assembles at site of 
SWAPO base shortly af ter attack during 
Operation Daisy. These formidable vehicles 
detonated 11 landmines, but South African 
Technical Services Corps troops repaired all 
damage on the spot. 

Being a regular Cit izen Force 
soldier, I donned my Army-issue 
brown bush uniform, and reported to 
the air base Sunday morning, 1 
November. Still not knowing where 
we were headed, I arrived that even­
ing with a few colleagues and mili ­
tary personnel , on board a C-130 
transport at Ondangwa air base in 
the South West Africa Operational 
Area. After spending the night at 
operational headquarters , Oshakat i, 
35 kilometers from Ondangwa, we 
were informed that Operation Daisy 
had been launched the previous day. 
We were to be flown into Angola to 
meet up with mechanized ground 
forces on their advance to the target 
area, some 240 kilometers inside 
southeastern Angola. 

An intelligence officer briefed us. 
Operation Daisy was to be the fol­
low-up operation to the high ly suc­
cessful Operation Protea some 
months before. (See "To Russia 
With Love, " SOF, January '82.) 

Whereas Protea had been t he larg­
est strike into Angola to date - re­
sulting in clashes with Angolan 
FPLA (Popular Front for the Libera­
tion of Angola) soldi ers and their 
Russian masters and yielding mil­
lions of dollars worth of captu red 
Soviet military hardware, plus the 
killing of several Russian of f icers 
and the capture of one warrant-offi­
cer - Operation Daisy was to be 
more low-key. 

Protea and other previous opera­
tions had resulted in SWAPO having 
scattered all over southern Angola 
and running from one base to an­
other. The terrorist force 's cross­
border operations into South West 
Africa had been severely hampered 
and the insurgents demoral ized . 

Having only recently regrouped in 
southeastern Angola, the terrorists 
maintained a regional headquarters 
and command post at a place called 
Chitequeta, code-named Bambi by 
the South Africans , some Z4'U kffo­
meters from the South West African 
border. This was the target, and the 
aim of Operation Daisy would be to 
deal a devastating blow to SWAPO's 
logistics and destroy its mil itary­
command set-up. 
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The plan was fi rst to secure the 
landing st rip at londe, some 120 
kilometers from the border. A large 
mechanized column left South West 
Africa and crossed into Angola on 
Sunday and, with the aid of a hel i­
copter fire-force , was to secure 
londe. 

Once the air strip had been de­
clared safe , Dakota transports 
would land, bring ing in more person­
nel and suppl ies . 

A tactical headquarters would be 
established at londe, as well as a 
forward medical base. The air force 
wou ld initially have its helicopter ad­
min istration HQ at londe. Several Al ­
louette helicopters later made sup­
ply and medevac runs from here to 
the main targe t 'area at Bambi. 

Tuesday, our Dakota landed at 
londe, only hours after the first-wave 
assault had seized the landing strip 
from SWAPO. I looked around after 
stepp ing from the plane. Except for 
a few light spotter aircraft parked 
alongside the ru nway and a couple 
of anti -landmine Buffalo troop car­
riers , the place seemed deserted. 

Then, as if from nowhere, uniform­
clad men stepped from the hi gh 
grass and dense bush surrounding 
the runway. As my eyes grew accus­
tomed to the harsh sunlight and the 
seemingly impenetrable bush , I no­
ticed the dug-in line of men posi ­
tioned in a defense per imeter 
around londe, as well as supply 
trucks and Buffalos stand ing cam­
oufl aged under tall trees . 

A young officer stepped out, ask­
ing us to follow him to the four run ­
down buildings constituting the 
"town " of londe. On the 200-meter 
walk to the buildings, we were cau­
tioned not to step off the narrow 
pathway for fear of landmines. 
Around the buildings we saw a net­
work of underground bunkers and 
connect ing tunnels built in classic 
terrorist style. 

One of the bu ildings, with the Por­
tuguese lettering, Posto Do Medico 
Do /onde, still vis ible on its faded , 
bul let-scarred walls , had been con­
verted into a medical post complete 
with emergency operating table and 
intravenous drip racks. Against one 
wall was stacked a pile of stretch­
ers. Tt:iose would later be needed for 
the inevitable casualties . Nearing 
the medical post, I heard soft moan­
ing and saw a group of men huddled 
over something. They were doctors 
from the South Africa Medical Ser­
vices Corps and the moaning came 
from a young SWAPO insurgent who 
had rece ived severe stomach 
wounds during the attack on londe. 
The South African doctors were 
patching him up, giving him the 
same medical care any of their own 
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ABOVE: South African Buffalo anti-landmine troop carrier burns in Angolan river bed. LEFT: 
South African Medical Corps personnel treat SWAPO guerrilla wounded during Operation 
Daisy. BELOW: A South African DC-3 transport rests on the runway at londe, just recently 
captured from SWAPO forces. 
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ABOVE: Bunkers in 
SWAPO's southeastern 
command base at 
Chitequeta. They were 
destroyed by South African 
troops during Operation 
Daisy. 

wounded would receive. Approxi­
mately 30 minutes later, the terrorist 
was medevack.ed to a military hospi­
tal at Oshikati in South West Africa. 

SWAPO offered very little resis­
tance during the attack on londe. 
One terrorist had been killed, two 
wounded and several captured. Sev­
eral contacts had been made with 
SWAPO elements around londe, de­
veloping into brief fire fights. No 
losses were incurred by the South 
Africans, though several of the ter­
rorists managed to get away in the 
bush-covered terrain. 

Although all was quiet by the time 
we arrived, tension was still tangible 
in the air. Soldiers squatted in their 
foxholes, eyes scanning the dark 
bush dwarfing londe's concrete 
buildings. It was midday and the 
heat was terrible. Some men ate list­
lessly from Ratpack rations and 
others smoked . Some of the braver 
entered the lice-ridden SWAPO 
bunkers for a little protection from 
the almost paralyzing heat. 

(I was reminded of scenes from 
the movie, Apocalypse Now: tough 
black soldiers who sauntered 
around carrying captured Russian­
made RPG launchers, LMGs and ri­
fles with the same care a mother 
would show her baby. Adding to 
their fearsome look was black cam­
ouflage grease - dubbed Black is 
Beautiful by the troops - with 
which they had painted their hands 
and faces.) 

Just before nightfall, my five col­
leagues and I were briefed on what 
lay in store for us. It had been 
originally intended that we join the 

Continued on page 82 
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Chartie Leatherwood sights in, using MPC/ART scope mounted on "G" series FN FAL. 

STATE­
OF-THE-ART 

SCOPE 
Leatherwoods Take Aim At Civilian Market 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 
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LEATHERWOOD Bros., a name 
linked to the U.S. Army's sniper 

program since the Vietnam era, has 
recently announced a revolutionary 
new scope: the Military Police Civil­
ian/Adjustable Ranging Telescope 
(MPC/ART), the civilian version of the 
Leatherwood ART II. The Leather­
wood brothers are Jim, designer and 
developer of the ART system, and 
Charlie, head of the firm's marketing 
department. 

In 1965, 2nd Lt. Jim Leatherwood 
entered the U.S. Army, bringing with 
him a recently patented new principle 
for an adjustable-ranging rifle scope 
that would raise and lower the rear of 
the scope like an open sight. It was a 
classic case of being in the right place 
at the right time. The military's sniper 
program had been almost nonexis­
tent during the peacetime period 
prior to the Vietnam conflict. New 
and changing ideas in the field of 
sniping had been totally ignored. As 
the tempo of the Vietnam War in­
creased , field-trained snipers were re­
quired as soon as possible. Sniper 
training had always been a time-con­
suming process. Range estimation 
and determination of the proper hold­
over techniques demanded time, 
which was then of the essence. 

Due prima.rily to the efforts of the 
Limited Warfare Laboratory at Aber­
deen , the Infantry School, and the Ad­
vanced Marksmanship Unit at Ft. 
Benning , a sniper team was assigned 
to the 9th Infantry Division in Viet­
nam. It was armed with National 
Match M 14s equipped with starlight 
scopes and Leatherwood's ART. Se­
lected , competent marksmen were ra­
pidly developed into effective long­
range snipers without extensive train­
ing in range estimation and ballistics. 
The 9th Inf. Div. snipers did well 
enough to initiate a Vietnam-wide 
program of similar sniper training. 

After serving 18 months in Viet­
nam, Leatherwood was sent to the 
Foreign Science and Technical Cen­
ter in Washington, D.C. ; where he 
ended his Army tour in 1969. The fol­
lowing year he spent with the Realist 
Scope Co., where he further refined 
the ART concept. Afterwards, he de­
voted a short period of time to the 
production engineering department 
at Military Armament Corp. where he 
was successful in re-engineering the 
magazine position on the .45 ACP 
MAC-10. In 1972, Leatherwood step­
ped out on· his own and began manu­
facture of the ART scope for the U.S. 
Army. 

Looking through the ART II scope, 
the shooter immediately sees the vis­
ual heart of the concept. Three fram­
ing bars form the outer portion of the 
crosshairs, on the right, left and bot­
tom. These identically thick posts 
sustend exactly one meter at 300 me-
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ters from the scope when viewed 
through 3x magnification. For mili­
tary purposes, this would be approxi­
mately from the top of the target's 
head to the groin. The reticle and 
framing bars are non-magnifying. 
This is of key importance to the entire 
ART principle. Another essential ele­
ment in the ART system is the use of a 
3x-9x variable scope, the power ring 
of which is locked to the elliptical 
range-cam ring , which raises or low­
ers the rear of the scope as the power 
settings are changed . 

In use, the ART II operates as fol­
lows: First the scope is zeroed in at 
100 meters, using the internal adjust· 
ments of the side and top turrets. The 
power and range-cam rings are then 
locked together and the rifle is zeroed 
in at 300 meters and at all other 
ranges out to 900 meters. The shoot· 
er simply selects that portion of his 
target which he knows to be approxi ­
mately one meter in height, and dials 
the power ring until that part of the 
target matches the thic.kness of one 
of the reticle framing bars. This will in 
turn raise or lower the scope the prop­
er amount for whatever distance the 
target is from the rifle. 

Human Engineering 
Is Leatherwood's 

Hallmark 

The ART II scope differs from all 
previous models of the ART system, 
since it can be used with the power 
and range-cam rings in the unlocked 
mode. Using the method previously 
described , the shooter brings the rifle 
to zero on the desired target. The 
power and range-cam rings are then 
unlocked, and without moving the 
range-cam ring, the power ring is 
moved to whatever magnification is 
desired. 

Human engineering has been a 
constant hallmark of Leatherwood's 
designs. Most scopes require you to 
remove your eye from the ocular, mo­
mentarily losing visual contact with 
the target, in order to manipulate the 
controls . With all ART scopes, the 
controls are back where they belong 
- at the eyepiece - an important 
consideration both to the military 
sniper and civilian hunter. 

The ART II exhibits quality con­
struction throughout, and goes be­
yond the stringeRt specifications re­
quired for military use. The heavy 
knurled eyepiece is non-removable. 
All moving parts are 0-ring sealed. 

The turrets and caps are heavier and 
easier to manipulate than earlier ART 
scopes. Nothing on the scope can be 
disassembled inadvertent ly . The ex ­
terior of the scope is hard-anodized , 
then painted with Sandstrom 9A and 
baked at 400° F. Leatherwood bases 
are all finished in the same manner. 
This finish , which is also used on the 
M16, is impervious to all corrosive 
agents. 

The ART II uses different range ­
cam rings for each caliber and bullet 
combination . Units deli vered to the 
U.S. Army are · equipped with th e 
300-900 meter .308-match -bullet 
range-cam ring. All scopes supplied 
to the military come with a rubber­
sealed fiberglass scope can which is 
designed to withstand the heavy im ­
pacts of airborne operations. At thi s 
time they are not available to the 
public. 

Leatherwood mounts are just as im ­
pressive as their scopes. The ART II 
M 1A/M14 mount is attached to the ri · 
fie by two large thumb screws, in · 
stead of just one, again an indication 
of the constant evolution and im ­
provement of Leatherwood products. 
Proper installation of this mount re­
quires the drilling and tapping of the 
M 14 clip guide to accept the second 
thumb screw. 

I had never fired a scope-mounted 
FN FAL that could retain zero or 
wouldn 't exhibit at least 8 to 10-inch 
groups at 100 meters. My West Ger­
man army 4x Hensoldt scope uses the 
sheet-metal FAL receiver cover for a 
base, as does the Canad ian army Leitz 
" Elcan" unisight and the British army 
Trilux. The Leatherwood FN FAL 
base completely replaces the 
stamped sheet-metal receiver cover, 
which is the direct source of the prob­
lem . The Leatherwood base is secure­
ly clamped to the F AL receiver so that 
all zero-disturbing movement is elim­
inated , without interfering with stan ­
dard field-stripping and cleaning pro· 
cedures. The extremel y rigid Leath ­
erwood FAL base is reinforced with 
steel recoil screws to further ensure a 
steady zero with even the heaviest 
scopes, such as night-vision devices. 
Leatherwood also manufactures an 
excellent base for the M 16 series. 

Armed with one of the current .308 
match-grade FALs, equipped with an 
ART II scope and base, Charlie Leath · 
erwood and I drove over to their test 
range during a recent visit to the 
Leatherwood facilities. The range is 
adjacent to the Leatherwood facto ry; 
both lie on the family ranch just out­
side of Stephenvi lle, Texas. Shooting 
at man-sized silhouettes and gongs at 
unknown distances from 600 to 900 
meters proved to be a startling experi­
ence. Sixty rounds and 60 hits later, I 
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ART II scope. 

Closeup of Leatherwood MPC/ART 
scope, showing the trajectory cam ring 
and power ring locked together. 
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Closeup ·of massive, knurled turret caps 
on Leatherwood ART II scope. 

could say with all honesty that the 
ART system works. 

Such perfection does not come 
cheaply. The ART II scope with 
M1A/M 14 base is $650. Most of the 
ART II scope production is direc ted to 
fulfillment of the U.S. Army contract. 
As a result , delivery of civilian orders 
can take up to six months. 

Determined to bring the ART con­
cept to the public, but handicapped 
by their own plant's almost tota l com­
mitment to the production of ART lls 
for the Army, the Leatherwood broth­
ers approached one of America 's 
oldest and most-respected scope 
manufacturers, the W.R .. Weaver Co. 
of El Paso, T exas. Aimed at the 
multiple-use market, the tota lly new 
MPC/ART scope is built by Weaver to 
Leatherwood specifications for quali­
ty contro l and performance. The 
MPC/ART scope is a di rect descen­
dent of the past developments in 
ART-scope technology. Featuring a 
unique universal -ranging cam , the 
MPC/ART scope allows the user to 
"curve-fit" and fine-tune the scope to 
whatever caliber or load he is 
shooting. 

Continued on page 86 

Closeup of Leatherwood MPC/ART 
scope shows trajectory cam ring and 
power ring locked together. 

View through ART II scope shows 
framing bars which sustend one meter 
at range of 300 meters. 

Closeup ·of eyepiece (ocular) and 
trajectory cam ring and power ring on 
Leatherwood ART II scope. 
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1982 s.u.o:r. SHOW 
Fire & Ice In Atlanta 

MORE than 16,000 dealers , dis­
tributors, manufacturers, man­

ufacturer's representatives and mem­
bers of the press convened at th·e 
Georgia Wor ld Congress Center in At­
lanta from 11 to 13 January to see 
what's new in the industry - the 
Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor 
Trade industry, that is - hence the 
name: S.H.O.T. Show. 

Eleven January was the second 
co ldest day in the city's history: five 
degrees below zero. We Colorado 
fo lks were expect ing a balmy south­
ern clime, where we could sip mint 
juleps under magnolia trees. But no. 
When the snow hit on the afternoon 
of the 12th , it was as if the stock 
market had crashed and Atlanta were 
under siege . The city was stricken. 
Everything stopped: traffic, people, 
news, money , food , booze. One-half 

ODIN IMPORTS ... 
Odin International is now import­

ing a line of mean-looking Yugoslav­
ian-made weapons. We looked at five 
of these new guns. 

Odin is importing the Valmet M82 
short " Bullpup" in caliber 5.56mm­
x45mm (shown above). It will be on 
the market by the time this article is 
printed and will cost $1, 189. Valmet 
has modified the basic Kalashnikov 
action into a Bullpup design. 

" It takes a I ittle getting used to at 
first ," says Tom Nelson of Odin , " but 
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by John Metzger 

inch of snow combined with southern 
humidity made driving suicidal for 
the inexperienced , and about 10,000 
cars lay abandoned, their victims 
making tracks to various "comfort 
stations" - ch urches, gymnasiums, 
hotels, etc. The Okefenokee Lounge 
ato p the Sheraton was packed with 
su rvivors , and when the booze ran 
out, they began to fight over choice 
sections of carpet space. After a night 
at the hotel's crisis-relocation center, 
hearty SOF staffers took the subway 
to the show , and glory be, it was st ill 
on. 

The fourth annual S.H.O.T. Show, 
sponsored by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF), saw 675 
company exhibito rs touting their 
wares to prospective dealers and 
buyers - everything from decoys to 
harpoon guns. Staffers present felt 

when you get the feel for it, you can 
shoot it like a submachine gun or rifle 
with ease. It fits right into any suitcase 
or backpack. " 

Right now, the M82 is available in 
semiauto only. Weight is 3.92 kg with 
full 30-round magazine (a 15 -
round magazine is also available) , 
and 3.3 kg empty. It is 26 112 inches 
overa ll with a 16 112 -inch barrel. SOF's 
Peter Kokalis will be testing the M82. 
Look for his evaluation in a future is­
sue. 

Called the Zastava, the Model 
70AB folding-stock semiauto rifle 

there had been an increase in para­
m i I itary products over past shows, 
with emphasis on surv ival-oriented 
items. Innovations in weaponry were 
apparent, especia lly in optics and 
sighting systems. " Survival" seemed 
to be the catchword. 

SOF staffers spent three days 
oohing and aahing at al l the new 
goodies. We weren 't able to test them 
there , but we took close looks at 
some items that we felt our readers 
would be interested in. Here are some 
products that we photographed as ex­
amples of choice items. From our 
contacts made at the show, we will , in 
future issues, be evaluating some new 
products firsth and , and we' ll con­
clude our S.H .O.T Show coverage 
next issue. 

fires a 7.62mmx39mm cartridge and 
is endowed with standard Kalashni­
kov features - from barrel length to 
magazine capacity. It has a price tag 
of $1 , 195 and should be available late 
this summer. Full-auto may be avail­
able as well. 

The AK with wooden stock (in up­
per right corner p. 57) is the Zastava 
Model 70, and is identical to the 
Model 70AB without fo ldin g stock. 
Above the Model 70 is the Zastava 
sniper rifle in 7.92mm (8mm Mauser). 
Weapon has a barrel length of 21 in­
ches and comes wi th 10-round 
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magazine. The sniping rifle should be 
available in full-auto as well. The 
scope is Yugoslav ian GI with designa­
tion "ON-76." " By turning the knurled 
knob on the right side of the reticle , a 
su nscreen appears over the field of 
view. Elevation and windage adjust­
ments are the standard type found on 
most sniping scopes. Thi s rifl e will 
se ll for $2 ,895 with scope, and 
$1 ,995 without. 

Al so ava ilable in this group of AK­
type rifles is the Zastava M 77 (not pic­
tured), an improved Kalashnikov de­
sign in 7 .62mm NA TO with a 20-

ISRAELI EAGLE .. . 
Magnum Research Inc. is the ex· 

elusive U.S. agent for the Eagle .357 
Magnum pistol produced by Israe l 
Mili tary Industries (IMI). The Eagl e is 
a large, semiauto , gas-operated, sin · 
g le-act ion pistol. .The gun seem ed al· 
most un gain ly , but we haven't had the 
chance to fee l it in action. However , 
Magnum Research had a videotape o f 
a li ve-firing demonstration , and the 
shooter seemed to be pl inking away 
with no hand ling problems. 

Sl ide operat ion was smooth and 
disassembly simple (no tools are nec­
essary). The ambidextrous safety 
locks the f iring pin and di sconnects 
the trig ger. The center of g ravity is 
forward of the trigger for quick recov­
ery during rapid fire. 
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round magazine. Price will be $1 ,295. 
The Zastava Spo rt Model 59/66A 1 

is basicall y a Yugoslavian variant of 
the SKS in 7.62mmx39mm. It wi ll re­
tai l for $795 without the fo ldin g 
bayonet , wh ich is optional. The gun 
weighs eight pounds and has a 22-
inch barrel. 

The Zastava line is impressive, and 
SOF looks forward to test ing and 
eva luat in g them . When we do , we" ll 
let you know what we find. Th e Zasta­
vas are GI for the Yugoslavian army , 
and all shou ld be avai lable late this 
summer for the first time in the 

Overall length with standard six ­
inch barrel is 10 1/4 inch es; height is 
5 112 inches and width 1-1/16 inches . 
Other features include rotating six ­
lug bolt ; posi tive bolt lock-up; six­
inch barrel is standard (eight and 
14-inch barrel s are available); seven­
shot capacity; wrap-around soft­
rubber grips; Parkerized black finish; 
adjustable trigger pull ; combat-sty le 
sight and combat-style trigger pull for 
two-hand hold . The Eagle is built to 
IMI standard s with 100-percent ma­
chined-stee l parts - no pressed or 
stamped parts whatsoever. The barrel 
i s hammer-fo rg ed (cold -sw aged) 
stee l. 

The sta ndard Eag le will retail for 
$590, and should be available late 

United States. 
The Valmet M78 semiauto rifl es 

and sniper system were also on 
display at the show. The system 
comes in three ca libers: 7.62mm 
NATO, 5.56mm and 7 .62mmx39mm. 
The M78 is ava ilabl e now for $1,495 
reta il (see "" SOF At Th e Finni sh Line,"" 
SOF, October '81, p. 63). Fo r more 
information on these ' Odin-imported 
products , contact Odin International , 
Dept. SOF, 818 Slaters Lane, Alexan ­
dria, VA 22314. Phone: (703) 549-
2508 , or 549-2506. 

this summer (due to its commitm ent 
to research and product improve­
ment, IMI specifications, design, op­
tions and features are subject to 
change without notice or obligat ion). 

At the show, we met weapons de­
signer Israel Galili who represented 
IMI at the Magnum Research booth 
(see " Weapons Wizard Israel Galili ," 
SOF, March '82). For information on 
the Eagle, contact Magnum Research 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 2825 Anthony Lane 
South , Minneapolis, MN 554 18 . 
Phone: (612) 781-3446. 
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Yugoslavian-made Zastava Model 70AB 
folding-stock semiauto rifle in 
7.62mmx39mm. 

SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown and 
weapons designer Israel Gallll examine 
7.62mm Galll assault rifle. 

STERLING MARK 6 ... 
Robert Johnson of Parker Arms of 

Texas caught our eye with the piece 
of equipment in this photo. The Sterl­
ing, one of the most widely sold sub­
machine guns in the world (120 na­
tions), is now available in the United 
States as the Mark 6 semiauto car­
bine. The Mark 6 is identical in ap­
pearance to the Sterling submachine 
gun except that its barrel has been 
lengthened to conform with U.S. reg­
ulations. The Mark 6 is manufactured 
by Sterling Armament Ltd. of Eng­
land - known worldwide for its reli­
able , battle-proven designs - and ex­
hibits the same high standard of qual­
ity as the submach ine gun. Each 
weapon is tested and proofed by the 
British government before shipment. 

Each Mark 6 is supplied with a 
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7.92mm (8mm Mauser) Zastava sniper rifle 
with ON-76 scope (above). Zastava Model 70 
with wood stock (below). 

Zastava Sport Model 59/66A 1, Yugoslavian 
variant of SKS in 7.62mmx39mm. 

34-round magazine, carrying sling 
and eight-inch display barrel. Length 
with stock folded is 27 inches, and 
barrel length is 16.1 inches. Opera­
tion is blowback with floating firing 
pin, in semi-automatic on ly. Minus 
the 34-round clip of 9mm Parabel­
lum, the weapon weighs in at 7.5 
pounds. Approximate muzzle veloc­
ity will vary with ammunition, but the 
factory claims 1,250 to 1,500 feet per 
second. Maximum range is 2 ,000 me­
ters at a 30-degree angle. 

The Sterling Mark 6 is imported ex­
clusively by Parker Arms of Texas, 
Dept SOF, 5420 Lemmon Ave., Dal­
las, TX 75209. Phone: (214) 522-
5871. ' 

Continued on page 89 
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D OWN below it is dark and 
gloomy. Eight-foot waves rage 

across the unsettled Pacific. But up 
here at 21 ,000 feet the sun is 
brilliant, and the clouds below are 
lovely, three-dimensional circles and 
whorls, tiny portions of some cosmic 
fingerprint, with the darkened sea 
showing through ragged holes . Off to 
the north, very high and far away, a 
Pan Am jumbo leaves a fine white 
contrail as it hauls a few hundred 
tourists to leis, luaus and alohas. 

We are goosing along at 210 knots, 
flying southwest, maybe 50 miles off 
the Navy and Marine Corps Gunnery 
Range on all-but-barren San 
Clemente Island, off San Diego. Each 
of our four Allison T-56 jet turbines is 
purring near max horsepower, better 
than 4,000 each, and our KC-130R, 
an airplane that went wheels-up for 
the first time in 1962, is performing 
as faithfully as ever. 

A faint voice crackles unintelligible 
jargon in my earphones, and the two 
enlisted Marines keeping me company 
near the tail of our flying gas station 
awake from naps. Well, maybe they 
were just meditating. This is a long, 
usually boring business . We fly out to 
our station from the base at El Toro, 
50 miles south of Los Angeles, and 
we do the orbitipg number. Fifty 
miles, straight ahead, find an 
invisible point in the sky, turn left for 
five miles, left again and back 50 to 
where we turn left for five, then left 
again and 50 more, back and forth, 
an orbit bounded by civil air space 
and the range of our customers. And 
now it is time to go to work, serious 
business ahead. 

The crewmen take their stations a t 
the troop doors on either side of the 
rear fuselage, clipboards in hand, and 
begin to scan the clouds for what 
they refer to as receivers. 

This time they are F-4 Phantoms, 
the mainstay of Marine air-to-air 
combat, and - not incidentally - a 
pretty fair weapons platform for close 
ground support. These particular F-4s 
have been dropping an assortment of 
rockets and bombs against targets on 
San Clemente Island, and now they 
would like to have enough JP-4 to get 
back home. Which is why we are 
here. 

In the belly of our KC-130R is a 
great, shiny, stainless-steel tank, and 
in it 3,600 gallons of fuel. Another 
2,800 gallons are in wingtanks. We 
are going to pump some of this stuff 
into the F-4s, which have appeared 
like phantoms out of the mists and 
are now snuggling up, one on each 
side, like hungry pups coming home 
to momma dog. 

Marine Corps Phantoms and A-6 prepare 
to "snuggle up to momma" KC-130R 
tanker. 
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Up on the flight deck, Maj. Jerry 
Schroeder , the command pilot and 
operations officer of Marine Aerial 
Refueler Transport Squadron 352, is 
sitting on the right side so his co­
pilot, Capt. William Bush, can get in 
some flight time . Schroeder says 
something to Bush, who hunkers 
down a little deeper in his chair . Little 
beads of perspiration form at the base 
of his hairline and run down his neck, 
staining his flightsuit. The milk-run 
part of the mission is over. 

What Bush has to do is keep his 
big, slow tanker cleaving a track in 
the sky. He boosts the rpms to max, 
around 13,800 each, and then he 

Command Pilot Maj. Jerry Schroeder 
examines prop KC-130R. 

puts the nose over just a bit , so that 
the tanker will "toboggan," descend 
a t a slow but steady rate, and thus 
gain some airspeed . The airspeed 
indicator moves with glacial swiftness 
to about 220 knots, where it hovers, 
ever so slightly. The tanker is going 
as fast as it will go. 

The problem is that the tanker is 
built to fly long and slow, and the 
F-4 is built to fly fast and short. It will 
not stall until airspeed drops to 
around 155 knots , but its control 
surfaces were made to handle a lot of 
air flow , the kind of flow that a pilot 
finds at upwards of 400 knots . At 
220, the Phantom's stick is a bowl of 
mush , and the fighter does not 
respond with the fluid grace that the 
pilots prefer . 

And fluid grace is what's needed, 

just now, because while they are 
being refueled the faster jets must fly 
tight formation on our tanker. But 
first there is the matter of hooking 
up . 

Gunnery Sgt. Jim Greene is the 
flight engineer today, and he reaches 
up to the rows of switches and meters 
in the overhead panel, and starts his 
refueling procedure. 

Under each wing is a huge, 
streamlined pylon , and in each pylon 
85 feet of six-inch flexible hose 
attached to a 26-inch drogue. The 
drogue is a cone-shaped object, a 
collection of nylon vanes that anchor 
the hose on one end. It is open at the 
tail. "The drogue lets that hose go 
out into all that turbulent a ir behind 
the wing and fly pretty much straight 
and level," explains Gunny Greene. 

FLIGHT SIMULATOR: THE ULTIMATE ELECTRONIC GAME 
The price of je t fu e l and spare parts 

being what they are . military aviato rs 
spe nd some of their "flight time·· in the 
pilo t seat of flight simula to rs . The 
Marines· only KC-130R flight simula ­
tor is at El Toro . and the Navy. which 
has o nly a few C- 130s. has none. So 
aircrews fro m both Navy a nd Marine 
sq uadrons tra in at El Toro . 

Actually th ere are two KC- 130R 
simu lato rs. but o ne is not a total 
simulator - it lacks a visual groun d 
d isplay and is statio nary. The Marines 
use it primarily to train fligh t engi­
neers . who are no t required to main ­
tain flying skills that include landing 
and taking off . Their functio n is limited 
to operating equipment. diagnosing 
and sometimes fi xing it if it fails. 

The simulato r is the ultimate e lec­
tronic ga me. an $8.5-millio n cockpit 
identical to the one in a real aircraft. 
with every switch . instrument and 
control hooked to a co mputer which 
feeds information designed to simulate 
every conceivable fl ying sit uatio n . 
Some of them are very unlikely . but 
they co uld happen . or have. The 
p ilo t"s si mulato r sits o n 10-fo o t 
mo vable struts in a cavern o us room . 
Through the windshield . a display that 
looks li ke an airfield on a smoggy day 
in late aftern oon is visible. 

I am not exactly a pilo t. tho ugh I 
have flown some fo r SOF and more 
fo r th e Army. way back when . So as I 
settle into the le ft -hand chair of th e 
simulator. there is. not only the reas­
suring familiarity of the basic contro ls . 
but also that little tightening of th e 
chest . the acceleratio n of pulse. th e 
genu ine sense of danger th at I a lways 
feel in th e moments before takeoffs 
and landings. 

In the right cha ir is G unn y Bill 
Davis . a fl ight-engineer type who is in 
charge of this sim ulated flight . He goes 
through the pre flight checklist. know-
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ing it by heart but do in g it for me by 
th e book - hand on this knob . flick 
those switches . once. twice. look at 
tha t ga uge. reset th at o ther doohicky. 
p ush the levers fo rward a tad . on and 
on. fo r five minutes. Out of sight . th e 
comp uter takes a ll this in . and when it 
is time to start the "engines ... a realistic 
roar fro m hidden speakers fill s the 
cockpit . Perh aps I am imagining it. but 
I could swear I sme ll hot o il. 

Takeoff instru ctions from a flight 
co ntro ller hidden somewhere in the 
computer's memory disk crackle in my 
headphones. Gunn y Davis places my 
hands o n the quad throttles and 
shows me how to advance th em to­
geth er to full race and . sure eno ugh . 
those make-be lieve engin es scream 
louder. th e cockpit rocks. and as I 
release the brakes we lurch fo rward . 
and th e sinkin g sensation in the pit of 
my sto mach remin ds me th at o nly part 
of my bra in kn ows this is a simulation . 

Steering down the run way as we 
gath er speed. I try to keep the nose on 
the center lin e. steering with a tin y 
han d wheel near my left knee . It"s 
de licate work: un dersteering is the on­
ly way it works. Somewhere aro und 
100 knots . no t quite ready to leave 
th e ground . I crash through th e line of 
parked planes to the left of o ur .run ­
way here at March Air Force Base. 
which is where the computer program 
has us lifting off . 

Horns honk . a red light goes fl ash­
flash-flash. and we shake every which 
way. I have crashed my fi rst takeoff . 
and o utside. down on th e fl oor. a half­
dozen real pilots are ho ld in g the ir 
sides . Fortun ate ly. this is on ly a 
simulato r. and I have no t killed every­
one and wrecked one of th e Corps' 45 
KC -130s. which cost abo ut $5.5 mil ­
lion in 1962 do llars . 

Instead th e Gu nny backs up th e 

computer tape . We are o nce more 
back on the ru nway. rollin g to ward 
th e parked planes . but th is time he 
shoves the th rottles to th e firewa ll and 
rudders right as he ha uls back o n the 
wheel. We are airborn e . We stooge 
abo ut fo r h alf an ho ur. and I get some­
thin g of th e feel of this bird . Every now 
and the n . just to keep things in­
te resting . an engine catches fire o r the 
nose wheel locks ha lfway down. one 
e merge ncy afte r another . input by 
G unn y Jim Greene (my fl ying co mpa­
nion on th e earlier. rea l flight). who 
sits out-of-sight behind a curtain and 
creates the e merge ncies through the 
computer . 

When it is time to lan d. we have 
someho w appro ached El Toro . And 
wh y no t - o n the co mputer-disk 
memory a re the visual recreations of 
ne arly every run way and airport and 
cross-country route in the co untry. 
and many fro m overseas. 

As we slow fo r the descent. o ur 
speed drops to abo ut 11 0 knots . We 
drop a t 500 feet a minute toward a 
pair of flashing lights that mark the 
runway approach . The gunny tells me 
to watch my altitude gauge . and I see 
we are co ming down too fast. so I haul 
back o n the stick. We promptly sta ll. a 
skidding . stomach -stabbing sensat ion . 
The gunn y stra ightens us o ut and 
gives it back to me . and I try to get th is 
plane do wn . Bumpbumpbu mp . red 
lights and horn . I have crashed again . 
It's smiles an d handshakes all around . 
but I get the idea no o ne is sorry I d id 
no t try to become a Marin e pi lot. 

On the way out a civ ilian technician 
shows me a tin y tube with a mirror. 
which . he explains. is the co mpo nent 
th at th e video displ ay uses to look at a 
tiny model of the appropriate airfield 
o r cross-co untry ro ute. It"s about the 
size of my thumbn ail. - M.W . 
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ABOVE: U.S. Marine Corps F-4 
Phan toms attack NVA targets along 
Ho Chi Minh Trail, summer 1969. 
Photo: McDonell Douglas BELOW: 
G / Sgt. Jim Greene takes immediate 
action for simulated engine fire, 
using KC-130R simulator, at El Toro, 
Calif. 
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Although Air Force F-4s and some 
Marine jets have permanent, external 
probes or receptacles to take fuel, the 
Marine Phantoms have instead a 
retractable probe, which is stored in a 
housing on the right side of the nose. 
During refueling, the probe comes out 
of this housing and extends forward. 
So the jet pilots must execute a sort 
of aerial side-straddle-hop, moving 
sideways and forward, and shove that 
six-inch-diameter probe into the 
center of the 26-inch drogue, where 
there is a positive locking device. "It 
takes more pressure to release than 
to lock," explains Maj. Schroeder. 
"So once the probe is in and we're 
pumping fuel, there can be a little 
-but not much-uncoordinated 
movement between the receiver and 
the tanker." 

Putting the probe into the drogue 
can get pretty interesting at 220 
knots, nose over, with 85 feet 
between the end of the hose and the 
wing of the tanker, and a lot less than 
that between airplanes. 

If the Phantom pilots are to learn 
how to do this in combat, they must 
practice somewhere, and that is what 
we are doing now. And if that side­
straddle-hop at 220 knots with 
several tons of airplane is not made 
perfectly, their Phantom and our Her­
cules might wind up trying to occupy 
the same airspace at the same time, 
and as every serious student of air-to­
air collisions knows, this is not good. 

Which is why up on the flight deck 
Capt. Bush is perspiring, and it is 
also why the lone civilian aboard, 
your faithful correspondent, is not 
complaining about the parachute he 
was asked to wear. 

LEFT: Maintenance is performed on 
KC-130R at USMC Air Station, El 
Toro, Calif. BELOW: Flight Engineer 
G / Sgt. Jim Greene switches on fuel 
pumps of KC-130R. 

After a few false starts, everyone is 
flying very close and very straight, 
and the left-side receiver makes his 
side-straddle-hop, misses the drogue 
just a tad, backs off, tries again, 
misses again, and gets it the third 
time. The flight mechanic, a young 
sergeant named Lane, shakes his 
head, lifts my headset off my ear and 
yells, "Must be a rookie. But watch 
this other guy." 

I shuffle over to the other side, and 
watch as the F-4 eases up behind the 
drogue, then moves ever so s-1-o-w-l-y 
into the drogue and zip, he's in. The 
two observers, plugged into the 
tanker's intercom, tell Gunny Greene 
that everybody is hooked up, and 
Greene flicks a couple more switches, 
and the pumps start. 

So we are flying at something less 
than 21,000 feet, hooked together 
with two F-4s, and 300 gallons of 
JP-4 a minute is flowing through each 
hose. We are getting more than 3,000 
pounds lighter every minute, and 
each of the F-4s is getting heavier, 
and we are all flying just as tight as 
can be. But the job's not over till the 
paperwork is done. Each of the 
observers is writing down the tail and 
squadron numbers of the jets we are 
fueling, and when they disconnect, as 
they soon will, Greene will look at his 
gauge and tell each observer how 
much fuel each jet took. Later on the 
paper shufflers at VMGR-352 will 
send a bill to the paper shufflers at 
the fighter squadron . 

But for now it is disconnect time, a 
process considerably easier than 
hooking up. The F-4 pilot on the left 
side slowly reduces his speed, the 
breakaway coupling disconnects, and 
the big jet falls off to one side and 
below. Then the same process on the 
right side. The observers report the 
disconnect to the flight deck - no 
one up there can see what's going on 
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in back - and while we make ready 
for the next set of empty tanks, the 
fueled Phantoms join up a few miles 
away, and lead-foot it back toward 
home. I was glad no one asked me to 
slip over there and squeegee a 
windshield. 

On today's mission the refueling is 
controlled by Navy flight controllers 
sitting at radar screens back at San 
Diego. When an F-4 needs fuel, the 
pilot calls the San Diego controllers, 
who give him a vector and distance 
to our location, or rather to what our 
location will be when he gets there, 
since we are constantly moving. On 
longer over-water flights with more 
tankers, this a ir-traffic function may 
be assumed by a Marine or perhaps a 
Navy C-9, a modified DC-9 that acts 
as a flying communications center. 

Air-to-air refueling is an essential 
part of Marine aviation , and it comes 
iri two types: the kind we are doing, 
and the low-level kind. "In the 
tactical environment, and especially if 
we are up against an enemy with 
surface-to-air missiles - like the 
North Viet.namese had - we may 
have to do our aerial refueling as low 
as _500 feet off the deck. We practice 
this over near 29 Palms," explains 
Maj. Schroeder. "If he can't see us on 
radar, he can't hit us ," he adds . "So 
we fly between mountain ranges, 
down low, where we're lost in the 
ground clutter." 

And air-to-air refueling is essential 
as part of the Marines' worldwide 
strategic mission, the more so since 
the creation of the Seventh Marine 
Amphibious Brigade, which is likely 
to be the spearhead of the Rapid 
Deployment Force. The 7th MAB, 
essentially a Marine infantry regiment 
stationed at Camp Pendleton, and a 
composite aircraft group to be 
assembled from earmarked fighter, 
attack and helicopter squadrons at El 

Author Marv Wolf glances over 
shoulder of Maj. Jerry Schroeder , 
command pilot and operations 
officer for Marine Aerial Refueling 
Transport Squadron 352. On Wolfs 
left is co-pilot William Bush. G / Sgt. 
Jim Greene, flight engineer, is in 
background. 

Toro, is ready to move to the Persian 
Gulf on very short notice . Of course 

AIR FORCE AND MARINE TANKERS 
One of the m ysteries of military life 

is how each service winds up doing 
something that is essentially the same 
as som ething done by another service. 
but doing it in a much different way. 
And so. surprise , surprise, the Ma­
rines' approach to aerial refueling is 
m uch different from the Air Force's. 
Air Force tankers are KC- 135s, jet 
tankers capa ble o f speeds in excess o f 
500 mph . The Air Force tanker fleet is 
equipped with permanently insta lled 
booms - a fl ying probe - and ta il 
turrets. wh ich provide a "male" fitting 
which is inserted into the "fe male" re ­
ceptacle o n Air Force a ircraft . includ­
ing F-4s similar to the o nes the Ma­
rines and Navy use . 

On Marine and Navy aircraft . the 
"female" fitting is at the end of the 
tanker's hose drogue. and the " male" 
o n the jet fighter. The Marines and Air 
Force both use CH-53 heavy-lift he li ­
copters for similar missio ns. but while 
the Air Force's refu e ling system is 
e quipped to refuel these 240-knot he l­
icopters. the Marine system can't a nd 
so Marines do n 't p ractice air-to-air re ­
fu e ling of h e licopters. What this 
means in te rms of mission accomplish­
ment is that the Marines and Navy 
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must depend o n their own assets fo r 
aerial re fu eling. and the Air · Fo rce, 
with similar a ircraft . must depend on 
its own assets. 

One possible explanatio n o f this sit­
uatio n is that the KC- 130 refu e ling 
equipment used by the Marines may 
be removed fro m their aircraft witho ut 
a great deal of effort and the a ircraft 
may then be used for other ro les. such 
as troop carrying or cargo delivery. 
The re fu eling equipment . essentia lly 
an inte rna l tank and the two externa l 
pylons. might also be eventually used 
to o utfit some future generatio n of 
tanker plane. something the cost-con­
scio us Marines are typically concerned 
with. 

Or there might be another. more 
political explanation for the fact that 
Air Force planes cannot refue l Marine 
Corps planes. and vice-versa . 

The Air Force has for a lo ng time 
coveted the high-performa nce aircraft 
o f the Corps. o n the grounds that air 
suppo rt and fighter protection are Air 
Force missions (Yo u may recall the 
1965 controversy abo ut the Army's 
OV- 1 Mohawk recon plane. The First 
Air Cavalry Division had insta lled 
bomb racks and rocke t pods on some 

of these a ircraft. and used them in 
close air-support. The Air Force ob· 
jected to this usurpatio n o f its role . 
and eventua lly the S ecretary of De­
fense ·settled the matter by a llowing 
the Army to keep the pla nes - but 
o nly if the o rdn ance-delivery systems 
were removed .) 

The Marines regard their a ir compo· 
nent as an integra l part o f the ir fighting 
force . They would just as soon give up 
the ir tanks and artillery - or their 
dress-parade sabe rs - as their air­
planes . (Making it a little to ugher to in­
terchange Air Force and Marine air­
planes makes it a little to ugher to inter­
cha nge missio ns. ) It's o ne more bar­
rier against the Marines' loss of the ir 
aviatio n component. No Marine offi ­
cer will confirm this. but when the 
questio n is asked and the a bove rea­
son suggested as a possible explana­
tio n . Marine aviators tend to smile and 
win k and nod. and ask to go o ff the 
record . O n the record . the standard 
reply is: "We use the system that 
works best for o ur m ission. ·· 

- M.W. 
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they're ready to move almost 
anywhere on very short notice, but 
the leading edge of any sort of 
deployment would be the air element. 

Marine F-4s, A-4s and A-6s have a 
ferry range of about 1,000 miles. So 
to get beyond that they need 
refueling, and if any part of the hop is 
over water, that means air-to-air 
refueling . Hence VMGR 352, which 
has 21 KC-130s, and is based in 
California looking west, and a sister 
squadron at Cherry Point, N.C., 
which has a similar strength and 

looks east. On Okinawa there is a 
third squadron, but it has no planes 
of its own, so VMGR 352 provides 
several on a temporary, rotating 
basis . 

Squadrons frequently go back and 
forth between Hawaii and California. 
When they do, KC-130s fly out to be 
on station over the Pacific for 
refueling . In a typical operation, Maj. 
Schroeder explained, several tankers 
will go out about 800 miles and set 
up an orbiting cell, flying a pattern 
similar to the one we flew - 50 miles 

in one direction, left for five, and left 
again for 50. Another group will go 
out 1,600 miles for the second leg, 
and a smaller group - perhaps just 
one tanker - will fly out from Hawaii 
and orbit about 200 miles out as a 
sort of safety net. "That way if there's 
a plane in trouble or something 
unexpected happens, there's one 
more place to get gas between the 
second cell and Hawaii ," says 
Schroeder. 

REFUELING DURING VIETNAM WAR 
Air-to-air refueling was vital to the 

operation al success o f th e air war 
against North Vietnam and Laos dur ­
ing the fighting in Indochina. B-52 
strikes. for example. would have been 
impossible witho ut in -fl ight refueling. 
because the Air Force was acutely 
conscious of the vulnerability of the 
big bombers on th e ground and there ­
fore based them in secure areas. not­
ably Guam and Thailand. 

But it was the sm aller aircraft. espe­
cia ll y th e F-4s which were used both 
as MiG ki llers and attack planes 
against poin t targets. which proved 
the worth o f aerial refueling. SOF 
Avia tion Editor Dana Drenkowski fl ew 
B-52s on his first Vietnam tour. and 
F-4s on his second. operating o ut o f 
Da Nang initially and later from bases 
in Th ailand. Most of the F-4 missions 
were flown against NVA. Pathet Lao 
or ChiCom targets moving munitions 
down th e H o Chi Minh Trai l. or 
against targets in North Vietnam. 

"Like most fighter planes. the range 
of the F-4 is exaggerated in print. The 
range is figured and reported in places 
like Jone ·s All the World ·s Fighting 
Planes. based on hypothetical figures. 
which incl ude a clean airframe. one 
with nothing hanging under it. I don't 
think anyone ever actually flew a pro ­
file that had that range on it. When 
you start hanging tanks. bombs. rock ­
ets and missiles. th e plane can have 
difficulty gett ing a target 350 mi les 
from a base and back. So we had to 
have a tanker.·· explains Drenkowski. 

··on a couple of raids we did plan to 
get in and out without the use of a 
tanker. but it meant doing everyth ing 
exactly right. But on the one mission 
tha t I went on like that. we prebriefed 
that we would pickle~o ff (drop) every­
thing under the airplane. on the tar ­
get. because we kn ew we would have 
a tough time getting back. The on ly 
reason we did it that particular tim e 
was because we th ought we could do 
it. once. without tying up th e tanker 
force. so tha t they cou ld fl y another 
mission elsewhere.·· he adds . 

In Vietn am the ability to refuel at -
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tack planes in th e air was cri tical to 
th eir mission success . " It gave us an 
awful lo t more fl ex ibility. Normally. if 
we went to hit even a nearby target -
even one in South Vietn am - we 
would have on ly about 10 minutes 
over target. Once you get over the 
target area you kick the speed up. 
because even in th e south where there 
were no MiGs. there were always 
SAMs [Surface -to -Air M issiles) to 
worry abo ut. Once you start kicking 
up th e speed you also start kicking th e 
fu el out th e back." explain s Drenkow­
ski. 

" But if you hit a tanker going in. 
th en yo u·ve got half an hour. 45 min ­
u'tes maybe. in lo iter time . wh ile th e 
FAC[Forward A ir Controll er] puts in 
other plan es . or hunts for a better 
target. or looks for one that went 
under cover . So now instead of hav­
ing to punch your bombs off at a 
suspected target - or an open field 
somewhere - you can wait until 
you 're su re of your target. and then 
you"re sure to hit it. We used to have 
tankers on station all th e time. and if it 
were a good target we 'd call up our 
airborne radar contro ll ers. and they·d 
vec tor us to a tanker. So then we 
would hang on th e tanker awhi le. until 
th e FAC to ld us he had our target 
located. and then we"d go in and get 
it. W e had tanker tracks over Laos and 
also over th e Gulf of T onkin. 

"We wou ld refu el our F-4s between 
18 .000 and 24.000 feet. at about 280 
knots.·· he explains. "The Air Force 
refueling system works like this: The 
guy in the boom turret would be look­
ing directly at the fighter plan es . and 
he would direct th em in to the boom . 
In effect . he.cl be fl ying their p lanes. At 
night it was much harder because 
th ere were few visual cues. On the be! · 
ly o f th e tanker were two rows of 
lights. which th ey would flash to get us 
lined up. We called th em 'captain·s 
bars· beca use that"s what th ey looked 
like when you were perfectl y align ed 
for hookup.·· 

On e of th e missions Drenkowski 
flew regularly was cover for th e 
famed Spectre gunsh ips. These were 
AC -130s outfitted with as many as 

four 20mm V ulcan high -speed can ­
nons. a pair o f 40mm guns and some­
tim es a radar-sighted. computer­
assisted 105mm howitzer that fired out 
th e open rear-cargo door at targets o f 
opportunity - usually tanks on trucks 
headed south on th e Ho Chi Minh 
Trail " W e.cl run a three -sh ip forma· 
tion - three F-4s. loaded wit h iron 
bombs . or fire bombs. or Cluster 
Bomb Units · (CBUs) . This is a lot of 
drag. especially when we had to go in 
low - about 10.000 to 14.000 feet -
to fiJ1cl th e Spectre Normally we'd or­
bit around 18.000 feet. 

" The Spectres had a rea l problem. 
because they were particularly vulner­
able to anti -aircraft gunfire. It was 
almost all night work . using low-level­
light TV. radar. infrared. And they 
were also vulnerable to SAMs - in­
clu d ing th e SA-7. the shoulder -fired 
·missile. So we'd go in with a three­
ship. and I'd put two planes on the 
tanker while I smoked in over the 
Spectre. And we'd set up a cycle. so 
that one F-4 was always on th e tanker. 
one was covering th e Spectre". and the 
third was somewhere en ro ute be­
tween th e two. W e'd plan. time it out 
befo rehand. so that we didn 't have to 
talk much on th e radio . Sometimes I'd 
take all three ships in at first so they 
could ge t a look at th e area: then I'd 
hang over th e Spectre and the other 
two would go back to th e tan ker. And 
we'd go after th e guns. We could al­
ways see th e flash es - everyth ing was 
pitch -black - when th ey fired. so 
th en we·d go put a CBU on them or 
som e MK36 WP (white phosphorous 
o r Will ie Peter). whatever. 

" The tankers were not supposed to 
go up into MiG cou ntry. but th ere 
were a number o f emergenc ies when 
th ey did. It was strictl y illegal. but the 
tankers did respond when we needed 
th em. There were a couple of tim es 
when they flew right into Haiphong 
H arbor to refuel our guys. On one oc ­
casion. if th ey hadn ·t come we 'cf have 
lost four sh ips - and eigh t m en - be­
cause th ey were almost dry and they 
never wou ld have made it back ... says 
Drenkowski . - M .W. 
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KILLERS 
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dressed in a tweed leisure suit. But 
he had the face and slurred speech of an 
o ld wino . 

"Hello , cobber," Jack said. 
Sure enough, this man had been in 

Jack's company in Korea. He launched 
on a long, disjointed remembrance of 
experiences they had shared, and ex­
plained that his daughter and son-in-law 
were kee.ping him now. They had cele­
brated his birthday the previous evening, 
and kept his glass full all night. 

"This is me myte, Jimmy Morris," 
Jack said. "We were drinkin' with Killer 
Ballentine just last noight." We shook 
hands. Jt was like grabbing a sponge full 
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of dishwater. 
"Killer , eh? " And this sparked 

another round of war stories. 
I didn't wan t to knock Jack 's friend, 

but when he left I said , " He doesn 't 
seem to be right on top of it. " 

"Aghh! " said Jack . " 'E's gone! 
Sho uldn't even be a lo ive. Most of 'is 
sto mach's inissin '." Then Jack did 
something I had seen him do three o r 
four times in the last couple o f days. He 
raised his glass and stopped ha lfway to 
his lips . Sto pped dead, rigid, as though 
he had stepped o ut of time, and his eyes 
were somewhere else. It was not a thou­
sand-yard stare, but as though he were 
sharing a toast with a whole lot of peo­
ple I couldn't see. At such times he had 
the mo uth of a child , but his eyes were 
the o ldest things I have ever seen. It only 
lasted a second and then he meditatively 
sipped his beer . 

" We a lwyes called 'im Killer," he 
said. " He was with a special unit for 
seven years, you know." 

" He mentioned that." 
J ack smiled a little. " 'E's in love with 

me woife." 
I nodded. " He told me that too , but 

he said he couldn ' t tell you, because 
you ' d kill him. " 

Jack smiled. " 'E's a good lad , Killer 
is . There's no 'arm in ' im . 'E's a ll shot 
full o' ho les now tho ugh." 

For the fi rst time I noticed Jack's 
right a rm was much thinner than the 
left. "What happened to your arm?" 

"Ah! Took a round in me neck. Af­
fected the nerves." 

My own right arm is somewhat with­
ered, missing a couple of nerves and an 
a rtery from gunshot wounds, something 
else we had in common. 

" Bad feet , bad arm, the lot," Jack 
said . "But I'd do it a ll again . " 

"Yeah," I admitted, somewhat .rue­
full y. "Me too ." 

Things a re much simpler where you 
don ' t kno w the people you hurt. 

"Did you know Ray Stevens in the 8t h 
Field , Jim?" 

I shook my head. 
" Black Austra lian warrant officer. ' Is 

woife was J apanese, and the government 
denoied 'er pension because she 'adn 't 
been an Australian resident for foive 
years. Two kids . 'E 'ad the Victoria 
Cross, the lot. The RSL finally got a 
special bill passed givin ' 'er a pensio n o f 
two ' undred a mo nth. Wot'll that buy in 
Tok yo todye, Jim ? Coupla fish 'eads 
and roice . We're still work in ' on gett in ' 
'er the full pensio n . We'll get it for 'er." 

Soon it was time for him to go . We 
went to the door and shook hands. I 
watched him go to the stop light. He 
never looked back, only waited for the 
light to change , and stepped off the curb 
wi th his le ft foo t, tak ing th irt y-inch 
steps, 120 to the minute. 
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. THE COMBAT BOOKSHELF 

5 GI( Ell T NEW TITLES! 
COMBAT LOADS FOR THE SNIPER RIFLE 

By Ralph Avery 

Send $1 for complete catalog 
li sting 1 OO's of similar titles. 

Dealer Inqu iries Invited 

COMll/\T L()AD!> 
l ( lf( 1111 

SN I Vf.H ll iFL [ A t la st, a book that takes a good, hard look at sniper r ifle 
loads and what they can and ca n 't do _ Accuracy and pene­
tration tests on logs, trees, steel plates, car doors and 
engi ne blocks revea l some surprising results with bot h 
commercial hunting and military armor piercing ammo. Also 
included are some of the author's own AP bui let designs 
and loading data . A must for the military weapon s specialist 
and survivalist, w ith l oads of va luabl e tips for any hand­
loader. 5 112x 8 112 , softcove r , illustrated, 156 pp . 
No. 544 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6 .9 5 

SUBMACHINE GUN DESIGNER 'S HANDBOOK 
By G. Dmitrieff 

Not just another "bu ild a machine gun on the kitchen table with a 
pipe barrel" book, but a truly comprehensive look at se riou s SMG 
design problems and how· to solve them . Although w ritten for the 
serious firearms student, this book is eas il y understandable and 
highl y readabl e for any gun buff. Large 8 1/zx 11 fo rm at, loaded with 
illu stra ti ons, including complete machinist's drawings of the Sten 
and Soviet PPSh 4 1 SMG's . 94 pp., softcover. 
No. 100 . . . . . . . . . $9.95 

HOW TO MAKE PRACTICAL PISTOL LEATHER 
By J. David McFarland 

Custom gun leather of any descripti on is instantly available and 
affordable - if you m ake it yourself .. Step by step instructions reveal 
all the secre ts of successful holstermaking: lea ther selection, too ls 
needed, choosing the best hol ster for your needs, how to design 
holster patterns, wet molding the holster to the gun and much more. 
Speci~I pull-out sect ion includes full size holster pattern s for the Co l t 
.45 ACP, Ruger Blackha w k , S&W Ml 9, Beretta Jaguar and others. 
Large 8'/2x l I format, softcover, .profu sely illustrated. 
No . 150 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6 .95 

FULL AUTO AR-15 Modification Manual (No . 06 1) 
FULL AUTO Vo l. 11, Uzi Modifi cation Manual (No. 036) 
TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT (No . 213) 
THE COLT .45 AUT O PISTQL (No. 128) .. 
SURV IVAL SHOOTING By Tom Givens (No . 43 1) 
CAN YO U SURVIVE? By Robt. B. DePugh (No. 442) 
IMP. MUNITIONS B L ACK BOOK, Vol 1 (N o. 204) 
IMP. MUN ITI ONS BLACK BOOK, Vol. 2 (N o. 205) .. 
SURV IVAL MEDICINE: Nature's Way (N o. 440) 
Th e Construction of SECRET HIDING PLACES (N o. 436) 
F.N.F.A. L . AUTO RIFLES (No. 133) .... . . 
THE SHOTGUN IN COMBAT By Tony Lesce (N o. 430) 
AR- 15, M -1 6 & M-16Al 5.56mm RIFLES (No . 016) 
.30 CARB INES, Ml, MIA!, M2 & M3 (N o. 01 3) . . 
BROWNING HI-POWER PISTOL (No . 125) 
GARAN D RIFLES M l , MIC, M ID (N o. 012) 
THE M-14 RIFLE (No. 015) . ... 

$4.95 
$4.95 
$5 .95 
$4.95 
$6 .95 
$6 .95 
$9 .95 
$9.95 
$4 .95 
$4.95 
$6.95 
$5.95 
$6.95 
$6 .95 
$3.95 
$6.95 
$4.95 

FIREARM SILENCERS - Volume Two 
By John A. Minnery 

Thi s long awaited sequel to "Firearm Si lencers, Vo lume One" cove rs 
firearm silencers from the 1600's to the present, w ith spec ial emphas is 
on the si lenced weapons of World War 11. T he sil encer design secti on 
has in-depth coverage of homemade and improv ised silencers, even 
methods for silencing revo lvers that actua ll y work! A mer ican, British 
and Austra lian silencers are covered ex tens ively , as well as new irifor­
mation on Russian and ChiCom si lencers. Over 200 large, 8 1/zxl 1 
pages, many photos & drawings. Softcover. 
No. 050 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9 .95 

POLICE KARATE 
By Scott R. Barte ls & Royal J . West 

Pol ice karate is a whole d ifferent ba ll game than what is usuall y taught 
in ka ra te schools, and this book is written by men who know what 
it 's l ike on the streets . Special ~hapters on frisking and handcuffing 
techniques, non-Jethal weapons such as the nunchaku & baton, etc., 
are included as well as information on r iot control , th e basic kara te 
moves and much more . Over JOO pages loaded with pho tos and 
clear, concise ly written text. 511zx8'h, so ftcover. 
No. 455 . . . . . . . . . . $5.95 

DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
For th e finest in survival, self-defense , military & 
poli ce science, firearms and alternate energy books. 

r-- ~·~ DESER;-PUBLICATION;--
1 ~·~ Dept. SF - Cornvi ll e, AZ 86325 

I Name ________________ _ 

I Address ----------------
! City ________ state __ Zip ___ _ 

Qty. Titl e or Book No . Pr ice 

AZ Residents Add 4% State Sal es Ta x I_._. 
I /(ji 
I -

II you w ish lo add this purchase to y ou1: 
- MASTER CARO or V ISA -

Include ca rd numbe1. expi ration d ate & s1gnatu1e 
on separate sheet ol paper & ma il in with order . 

Total 
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301-882 5664 Creative 
Ho r'izons 

Box 10952 
Parkville, Maryland 21234 

«'For the man »'ho is a bfft~ apa1·f» 
RINGS SOLID STERLING SILVERPLATE 

INCLUD E RING SIZE $59.95 $39.95 

REVENGE WARRIOR REAPER WOLF BEAST /WENGER 

MEDALLIONS SOLIDSTERLING SILVERPLATE 

18or ?4 inch Chain $49. 95 $ 34.95 

No.160nly 

STERLING 

$5995 

SILVERPLATE 

$39.95 

REVE N GE ·. WARRIOR WINGED Si<;ULL SOLDIERS CROSS 

DEAL ER PRICES AVAILABLE 4 WEEKS DELIVERY CATALOGS $1 

SPEAK SOFTLVBUT 
SAVITALL! 

WITH OUR CUSTOM - OEStGNED T- SHIRTS & JERSEYS 

® 0 
WHYWALTZ? 

WHEN 
IDUCAN 

GUN CONT~OL 

I] ROCK~KOLL 
~ .. Ji f. 

IS BEING ABLE TO 
IDT YOUR TUGET 

••• IS BEING 
ABLE ro 

HrrYOUR 
TARGET/ 

~ ;;~ 
~terprises c:::.s: . 

30 WOODLAWN DR. , BOXC 
CHATTANOOGA,TN 37411 
DEPT. : SQF 

sa soumm fH' l'flll 'l"UNE 

" SWAT TEAM" STYLE CAP 
FINE COTTON TWILL 
ADJUSTABLE .N.A.VY ONl.Y 
$6.00 

ALL SHIRTS OUAUTY HAND SILK· SCREENED. 
FIRST QUALITY 5()0,.CQTTON ISO'\ POLYESTER 

SIZES : S, M,L . XL 
IXXL AVAILABlE INWHITE T- SHIRTONLY: S121 

COLORS: T- SHIRTS: TAN. LT BLUE 
JERSEYS: GRAY WITH WWY SLEEVE 

ONLY 

PRICES: T-SHIRTS: $8.50 
JERSEYS: $10.95 

lprice includH postage! 

TO ORDER: ENCLOSE $850fOR EACH T- SHIRT 

Sl095 FOR EACHJERSEY. $600FOR EACH HAT. ANO 
STATE· 

1) ClOANTITY 2) SIZE 3) COLOA 4) ITEM CHOICE 
BE SURE TO STATE T-SHIRT OR JERSEY. 

DES I GNS A , B-1, B- 2 , & E ARE AVA ILAB LE 
AS PATCHES . PR IC E: $3.00 (POSTPA I D) 

WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD QA VISA 

MATERIEL 
Continued from page 41 

(Coleman fuel , not automobile-pump 
gas , which may foul the stove), pro- · 
pane, butane , kerosene and dena­
tured alcohol. Backpacking in Amer· 
ica, while often rugg ed, is not war­
fare. A Sterno stove is a summer· 
camping, weekend-hiking i tem , 
good for heating a cold can of pork 
and beans , but it is an ineff icien t 
system. Stoves that require propan e 
or butane fuel cylinders shou Id be 
avoided. Although they are eff icient, 
additional fuel cylinders may be 
hard to find in some parts of the 
world - and I am not sure I would 
want a pressurized can of fue l in my 
backpack in a fire fight. Also , in cold 
weather, you rnust sleep with the 
fuel cylinder to keep it warm enough 
for proper functioning. 

The two best fLJel choices fo r mer­
cenary operations are white gas and 
kerosene. White gas is available 
throughout America (usual ly in the 
form of Coleman fue l, which is very 
close but not exactly the same) and 
almost everywhere in Europe - but 
riot in the underdeveloped coun­
tries. Three excell ent white-gas 
stoves are the_ Svea 123 (tor use by 
one or t wo men), the Coleman Peak I 
and the Optimus SR. All three are rel­
atively light and efficien t. The Svea 
123 weighs the least, but it requires 
some skill to light, espec ially in cold 
weather. Once lit, it is very efficien t. 
The Coleman Peak I and the Opti­
mus 8R are heavier but more effi­
cient in terms of heat production 
and use. The SVEA 123 requires the 
fuel source to be heated for proper 
fuel atomization . The Coleman sim­
ply requires that the fue l be pressur· 
ized by a small hand pump attached 
to the fuel tank. The Opt imus 8R re­
quires no pumping . State-of-the-art 
stoves such as the MSR (Mountain 
Safety Research), Model 9A or MF 
(multi-fuel) are very efficient and ex­
tremely light, but so complex that 
they are better left in the mountain­
eering and ·backpacking environ­
ment. 

My first choice among the white­
gas stoves would be the Coleman 
Peak I, and the Optimus 8R is sec­
ond. Although gas stoves are excel­
lent for use in America, they are not 
for the mercenary who must be pre­
pared to function in underdeve loped 
areas. For this reason , I feel that a 
kerosene stove, such as the Opt i­
mus 111, is a better choice. 

The reliable Optimus 111 is an 
older, proven design. Kerose ne, 
while harder to light than white gas , 
is available nearly worldwide . This 
stove is easy to carry and start. It is 
large enough to serve small groups 
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well enough so that each team mem­
ber does not need to carry a sepa­
rate stove. I have used it in the hu ­
mid tropics, Colorado High Country 
in winter and during amphibious op­
erations . It works everywhere. 

The Optimus 111-IB is the white­
gas version of the same stove. Spe­
cial-operation units which choose to 
carry one stove for the entire unit 
would do well to look at it, since it is 
capable of supporting a squad-size 
group, but small enough to act effi­
ciently for one or two men. 

In a temperate-to-tropical climate , 
the mercenary needs to spend little 
time on clothing. The GI-issue cam­
mie uniform (Army or USMC) is the 
number-one choice . Choose your en­
vironmental pattern - jungle, wood­
lands or desert - and your outfit 
will be better than anything commer­
cially available. Add a field jacket 
and liner and your clothing needs 
are complete for all but harsh cl ima­
tic extremes. 

The only area with room for im­
provement is in rain gear_ The GI 
poncho and liner are suitable for 
tropical use. Strong winds tend to 
make ponchos ineffective. However, 
for the most part they meet their de­
sign intentions. Within the past few 
years , the Gore-Tex® line of water-re­
pellent yet breathable rain gear has 
had a heavy impact on the backpack­
ing and mountaineering markets . 
Today, every major manufacturer 
markets at least one product utiliz­
ing Gore-Tex®. At first, this material 
did not function as its manu­
facturers cla imed. Users reported 
soaked equipment and bodies. I'm 
told the seams are now factory­
sealed on most Gore-Tex® garments, 
which solves this problem. 

An alternate option to Gore-Tex® 
is urethane-coated nylon, which is 
certainly waterproof, but is not a 
breathable fabric . You soak from 
within by perspiration rather than 
being rain-soaked . This is especially 
true of urethane-coated rain suits 
(jackets and trousers) . They are also 
time-consuming to put on and take 
off . 

Gore-Tex® garments are expen­
sive. I prefer the EMS poncho and 
rain chaps rather than Gore-Tex® 
products , the GI poncho or the ure­
thane-coated rain suit. EMS rain 
gear is urethane-coated , but air cir­
culates freely so heat and moisture 
buildup is not a problem. The back­
board ponchos are neither viable nor 
necessary if you use a rain cover for 
your pack (as you should). 

In summary, the equipment listed 
below, with which I have had direct 
experience in a survival environ­
ment , is appropriate for mercenary 
use. 

Packs : Kelty Tioga and rain cover 
- a durable , well-made pack frame 
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NEWAR-75 
EXPLORER~ 
SURVIVAL 
RIFLE 

The AR-7S is new from 
Charter Arms ... at 2% lbs., 
b.ackpackers, boaters, 
campers or bush pilots 
can have this accurate 
semi-automatic .22 LR­
without the weight 
and bulk of a full 
size rifle. 

Uses standard or 
high velocity .22 LR 
rounds. 

With a new 
anti-corrosion 

finish, it's ideal 
for boaters! 

Regular black 
textured enamel 

finish is available 
on the standard 

Model AR-7 Explorer. 

I This light-
' weight & care-g free survival 

rifle is also 
compact. It can 
be disassembed 
quickly into five 

separate elements-
without tools-and 
barrel, action, and 

magazine stow 
away neatly into 

its waterproof 
stock. 

It floats too­
either assembled 

or stowed! 

Write Charter Arms 
for free catalog. 

Send $2.00 and also 
get handsome 

jacket insignia. 

e . . s 

a-tARTER ARMS 
Dept. 2K-SF5, 430 Sniffens Lane 

Stratford, CT 06497 
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and bag. (Coleman Peak I - close 
associates in the military report ex­
cellent wear and reliability.) 

Sleeping bags: North Face bags 
have excellent design , construction 
and function . I prefer the Unimog for 
winter and Chrysalis for summer 
use. I have used the Camp 7 Pioneer 
synthetic bag as an outer bag (dou­
ble-bag system) in winter with good 
results. 

Tent.s: Free-standing A-frames . 

Airborne & Ranger 
T-Shirts 

Airborne Shirts $7 
Ranger Shirts $7 
Airborne & Ranger 
on same shirt $9 
Give Wings Style: Master, Senior or 
Novice. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. List color 
choices. Most colors available. Allow 
4 weeks for delivery. 
The Fifth Apple, Ltd., 1544 2nd 
Avenue, P.O. Box 330, Des Moines, 
Iowa 50302 

SUPPORT 
SOF 

ADVERTISERS 

Trailwise Fitzroy II - excellent 
construction, roomy yet compact , 
and weathers very well. Earth-tone 
tent and rain fly. Other A-frames to 
consider : North Face Tuolumme and 
Sierra. Both come in earth-tone col­
ors. More modern designs to con­
sider: North Face VE 23 and VE 24 
(color here is best for desert condi· 
tions). 

Boots: Tropical environment - GI 
Vietnam boots - excellent; but the 
standard issue, not imports . Tem­
perate env.ironment · GI-issue 
black boots (they may lack support 
and stiffness for mountainous, 
rocky terrain) or backpacking boots , 
medium-weight. My personal choice 
is the Technica II from Italy; excel­
lent-qua! ity construction at a rea­
sonable price; provides support for 
heavy loads and stiffness to inh ibit 
stone bruises in rocky terrain. They 
accept waterproofing very well. Use 
a silicone-base preparation . 

Stoves: white gas - one- or two­
man Svea 123, a very good light· 
weight stove. Its only disadvantage 
is the preheating step for proper fuel 
atomization. Optimus 8R - a bit 
heavier than the Svea 123 but more 
efficient heat production. Coleman 
Peak I - excellent; my choice of all 
the white-gas stoves. It holds an am­
ple supply of fuel, lights easily and 
the flame can be adjusted to sim· 
mer. Above all, it is well-made. Whi te 
gas squad-size Optimus 111-B - a 
well-made, proven des ign; a bit 
heavy but very efficient. Kerosene 
stoves - Optimus 111 . Same quali· 
ties as the 111-B. This stove 1s a bit 
heavy for one- or two-man use, but I 
feel it is better than the other kero­
sene stoves available. I may change 
my mind after using the MSR-MF for 
an extended operation. 

Clothing: GI camouflage fat igues ; 
pattern to fit your environment. 

Please keep in mind that my rec­
ommendations are derived purely 
from my own experience and from 
reports from my associates in the 
military . There are many different 
brands of equipment that I have not 
mentioned that could just as well 
have warranted consideration in my 
evaluation. My purpose is to give the 
reader some guidelines in choosing 
equipment, and some examples of 
what is good and what is not-so­
good for different situations . Your 
choice will surely differ according to 
mission , environment and time in 
the field. I don't want to tell you 
what to buy, but I hope you will 
choose carefully . A piece of equip­
ment can seem insignificant in a 
store or supply house, but in the 
field , when it 's all you 've got, it may 
save your life. 
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THE SOLDIER'S HANDB()OK 
IS A MUST 

FOR TH-=: SURVIVALIST 

..o_ $100.0° 11-m · 

THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK 

Limited Edition 

$100.00 

only 50,000 Copies 

Will Be Sold 

THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY 
TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO FIGHT. PROTECT YOURSELF 
AND KILL' HOW TO BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COURAGE AND 
DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES WHICH DO AWAY WITH 
LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME CONSUMING TRAINING. IT 
REDUCES HAND TO HAND COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF 
HOW TO KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS WHICH 
CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE 
FIRST TIME YOU PICK ONE UP. CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND 
EFFECTIVELY! HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT 
EXPLOSIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY ITEMS; 
HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILDINGS. OFFICES. SAFES. 
FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND VEHICLES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS 
OF ASSASSINATION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR 
EQUIPMENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES, THE 
ARCTIC, ON THE DESERT, AND IN BARROOMS. OR ON THE 
STREETS: THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE TRICKS WHICH PERMIT 
YOU TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING 
IT FOR DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS AND 
SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COMBAT FIRST AID; 
PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES, 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CLANDESTINE BASES. COUNTER-AMBUSH 
TECHNIQUES, SEARCH, HANDLING OF POWS; AND MORE'-BY 
AMERICA'S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE SOLDIER- TONY 
HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET­
ALL 600 PLUS PAGES. 

• A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 

~THE 
SOLDIER'S 

HANDBOOK 

PIEPAIED IY U. COL ANTHONY I. BEllEIT, (lid.) 

AMERICA'S 
SUPER 

SOLDIER 

ANTHONY B. 
HERBERT 

LT. COL., RET. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAILABLE. 

• "America's Most Decorated Soldier" 

This survival manual 
is essential if a catas­
trophe ever strikes 
our land. I 'd rather 
have it than a gun. 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METHODS AND 
TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN PASSED ON THROUGH THE 
OFFICES OF THE CIA. DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 
HEADQUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME CAN ONLY 
ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPABILITIES AS WELL AS AID 
YOU IN PROTECTING AGAINST THEM. 

Jim Townsend 
Editor 

THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK ... ·: . . $100-00 The National Educator 
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Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK by 
Anthony B. Herbert, Lt.Col. , Ret., at a price of $100.00 per 
copy. Each book is numbered and will be autographed by 
the author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in 
which filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are 
received. 

A quote from former astronaut Wally Schirra: 
" If you are a survivor of an airplane crash, I would hope that 
you would have THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK in your 
survival kit. If you don't plan to survive, take a martini! " 

Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Wednesday, Aug. 27 

The book's already a big hit among old military hands, 
narcotics folk , cops, corporations and individuals with more 
than just a little to protect. And, promises Herbert, the book 
will be updated periodically. Which might prove necessary. 
After al l, you never know when another Noble Cause may 
come loping around the next corner. D 

CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 

P.O. Box 3168 Dept. 7Z 

Englewood, CO 80155 

(303) 770-9797 

Only nine men in history have won the Osminieh (Turkey's 
Medal of Honor) - Eight Turkish soldiers and America's 
Tony Herbert - only one of his many unique 
accomplishments. 

Quantity I Item I Price ea. Amount 

I Soldier's Handbook I $100.00 

Satisfaction guaranteed 
or return book w1th1n 10 
days and we will refund 
your money. 

Total Amount 
Shpg. & Hdlg. 
Total of above 

Check or Money Order Payable to Cloverleaf Books 

Please fill in below 

Name 

Address 

2.95 

City _ _____ State _____ Zip _ _ __ _ 

CHARGE IT! 

• Master Charge • BankAmericar Visa 

~~~~~g~:s~ I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I Master Charge 

Expiration Date Bank No. 
Signature (required if using credit card) 
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NUNCHAKU 
Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many limes more effective than knives or c lubs, 
even against multip le attacks. Wh ipping mo­
tion afforded by f lex ibl e connecti on between 
handles yields many t imes the speed and power 
of just a straight st i ck. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength . 
Made of Jungle hardwood simil ar to Teak. 
Afri can Rosewood models are fini shed in c lear 
l aquer to show off their fi ne red co lor. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from 1'!.'' to 1" at 
connect ing end. 12" lengths are most popular 
and give a li t t le extra speed. 14" gives a bit 
more power and reach. 

Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 

• saw n 

OCTAGON Chain Style 
NO. 114 - 14 IN .. 15 oz' Black 
NO. 115 - 12 IN . 14 OZ .. Black 

Each 

$8.95 
NO. 102 - 14 IN .. 17 OZ .. Rosewood $1 1 9S 
NO. 103 - 12 IN .. 16 OZ .. Rosewood • 

------
----· 

ROUND Chain Style 

NO. 120 - 14 IN .. 1 5 OZ .. Black 
Np. 113 - 12 IN .. 14 OZ .. Black 

Each 

$8.95 

Traditional style: No knots sh<tJ"V 

cs.~ ~ . 
OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 
NO. 106 - 14 IN .. 12 OZ .. No finish 
NO. 107 - 12 IN .. 11 OZ .. No finish $4.95 

Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 
Black vinyl, zippered case fits al l nunchaku. 
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thick, 3V1" & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 

.......... 1.4 Book - NUNCHAKU & SAi No. 9090 - $7.95 
By Ryusho Sakagami. Compl ete nunchaku train­
ing manual. Extra c lear multiple photo rech­
nique shows how to use thi s ama.zing weapon. 
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ALL WARS 
Continued from page 27 

Legion with distinction before joining 
the OSS. Hasey, who also served in the 
CIA during the Korean and Vietnam 
Wars, said ofSweeny's Legion activities: 

"It was my original intention to sign 
up with any outfit where there would be 
other Americans. Harry's New York Bar 
and Fred Payne's were clearinghouses 
for information to all Americans in 
Paris . I learned at these places that Col. 
Charles Sweeny was recruiting Ameri­
cans for a national group in the Foreign 
Legion . Sweeny had an office a t 71 .Rue 
Saint Dominique, and it was understood 
that all Americans would be in the same 
regiment. 

"I went to Sweeny's headquarters, 
and was directed to the Foreign Legion 
barracks . There I found hundreds of ap­
plicants of all nationalities, among them 
a large number of Americans. The line 
extended down the stairs and along the 
street. American Negroes and Africans 
in line were hard to distinguish , al­
though American Negroes in France are 
generally classified as Indians . After 
waiting an hour or more for my inter­
view, I discovered Sweeriy to be in his 
mid-50s, about six feet ta ll, weighing 
about 165 pounds. He was crisp and 
businesslike, glad to have me in his in­
fantry brigade. 1 left my name and ad­
dress with him, and was told that if war 
broke out I would be called ." 

On 1 September 1939, WWII began 
and the volunteers for Sweeny's Legion 
brigade were mobilized . The U.S . Neu­
trality Act, however, dashed plans fo r 
an all-American brigade. Opportunistic 
French politicians chose not 'to offend 
the U.S. government and jeopardize 
American material aid. Consequently, 
all Yanks recruited by Gen . Sweeny were 
dismissed from the Legion shortly a fter 
their call-up. A few months after his dis­
charge, John Hasey went to Finland 
where he was seriously wounded by the 
Soviets. 

Left without his brigade, Gen. Sweeny 
resigned his Legion commission. T he so­
called "Phony War" had set in along 
the Maginot Line. On 30 November 
1939, Russia invaded Finland, whose air 
force of 112 serviceable planes fought 
against 2,000 Soviet aircraft, downing 
200 confirmed and another 80 probables 
at a loss of 67 destroyed and 69 dam­
aged. Charles Sweeny and Vincent 
Schmidt went into action to raise an 
American Escadrille Lafayette for Fin­
land. 

Charles Sweeny began to recruit pilots 
in the United States to fly in Finland 
against the Red Air Force for $100 per 
month . He obtained 30 fliers. The war in 
Finland ended on 13 March 1940, before 
most of Sweeny's pilots arrived. In the 
meantime , Vincent Schmidt froze both 
feet in Finland and returned to France in 
bad shape. Yank air SOF Donald K . 
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Willis flew with the Finns, then with the 
Norwegians, and finally ended up in 121 
(Eagle) Squadron, RAF . Hubert Julian 
also arrived in Finland, but did little fly­
ing . The American pilots recruited by 
Sweeny for Finland were now diverted 
to the French Armee de /'Air. 

Charles Sweeny received prompt ap­
proval to raise a volunteer American 
squadron from the French air force . 
Among those recruited were Vernon 
Charles "Shorty" Keough, Andrew B. 
Mamedoff and Eugene Quimby "Red " 
Tobin, originally recruited for Finland 
and now rerouted to France; Chesley 
Gordon "Pete" Peterson, Arthur "In­
dian Jim" Moore and other USAAC 
"washouts ." In all, Sweeny sent 32 
Yank air meres to Paris for service in a 
new Escadri//e Lafayette. By June 1940, 
four were KIA , and nine were German 
POWs. Vincent Minor Schmidt evaded 
German capture and reached the United 
States, where he subsequently became a 
USAAF colonel and ended the war in 
Italy. Six of Sweeny's fliers escaped 
from France to England; five of them 
joined the RAF and were killed in battle: 
French Foreign Legion Sgt. Newton A . 
" Weak Eyes" Anderson, "Shorty" 
Keough, Andy Mamedoff, Virgil Willis 
Olson and "Red" Tobin - all of whom 
served in No. 71 (Eagle) Squadron . Ad­
ditional recruits raised by Sweeny, in­
cluding Peterson and Moore, did not 
reach France before the German blitz 

Newest alternative to the pocket knife 
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closed in o n Paris. 
W hil e the Battle o f Britai n was in pro ­

gress, Co l. Charles Sweeny was travelin g 
fro m Ameri ca to England with mo re 
Yank vo lunteers. His nephews, Char les 
and Robert Sweeny, li ved in Londo n. 
Charles ass isted his uncle by pressuri ng 
th e Briti sh Air Ministry to fo rm an in­
dependent American sq uad ro n in th e 
RAF to be co mm and ed by Col. Sweeny. 
Although RAF Fight er Comm and to p 
brass o pposed creati o n o f an indepen­
dent American ai r unit , British po liti­
cians endo rsed th e plan because o f it s 
propaganda value, and form ati on o f th e 
first Eagle squ adron was ap proved in 
mid-Jul y 1940. Eight Yan k air SOFs 
fl ew co mbat mi ss ions as fi ghter pilots in 
the Battle of Brita in between 10 .July and 
31 October 1940. 

On 19 Sept ember 1940, No . 7 1 (Eagle) 
Squadron was ac ti va ted a t Church Fen­
to n , Yo rk shire . Col. Charles Sweeny 
formall y entered the RAF o n 16 Septem­
ber 1940, and soon attained th e ran k of 
RAF group captain , th e highest rank 
ever held by an Ameri can in the RAF. 
Sweeny was al so named " ho no rary co m­
mander" o f the Eagle Squad ro n . 

W W II was Charles Sweeny's 10th wa r 
and the British Uni on Jack was th e 
10th fl ag und er whi ch he served . 
Sween y's recruiting effort s in America 
were now ta ken over by th e Clayton 
Knight Co mmi ttee in cooperat io n with 
th e RCA F. By 7 December l 94I, a p-
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Canada . .... . . ... . .. . 24. 70 Japan . . . .. . . . ... . . . . 24. 70 
Confederate .... ...... 15.00 Mexico . . .. . ... ...... 25. 70 
Denmark .. . . . . . . .. . .. 23.70 Panama .. . . . ... .. . .. 24.70 
Egypt . .. .. .. .. . ..... 24. 70 Phillipines . . .. . . . . ... . 25. 70 
Finland ... . . ... . ..... 23 70 Poland . . ... . . . .. .. . . 18. 70 
France . . .. . . ........ 18. 70 Portugal . .. ... . . . . . . . 25. 70 
W. Germany .......... 18.70 S . Africa . .. .... . ... . . 25.70 
Greece .. ... . ..... . . . 24. 70 Spain .. .. .. . . . ...... 24. 70 
Ireland .. ........ . .. . . 18.70 Sweden ..... . .... . . .. 19.70 
Israel . . .. . .. ..... . . . . 24.70 United States .... ... . . 15.00 
All US Forces Flags (Army, Navy, USAF, USCG, USMC . . . .. $27. 70 

All Nations & U.S. State Flags Available by Special Order 

• l j 
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(In Washington State, 1-800-562-4555) 
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NICHOLSON ENTERPRISES 

P.O. BOX 506, FAYETTEVILLE STA. 
FAYETTEVILLE, NY 13066 
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proximately 6,000 American SOFs had 
been recruited into the RCAF and were 
serving in Canada or abroad. An addi­
tional 760 were serving in the RAF. Not 
all were fighter pilots . Many served as 
bomber pilots, air crew members, 
ground crew members and instructors. 
Ten percent of the RCAF was Ameri­
can . Other Yank civilian pilots flew 
planes from Canada to Britain for the 
RAF Ferry Service. 

Group Capt. Charles Sweeny pres­
sured the British Air Ministry for the 
formation of two additional Eagle 
squadrons; he wanted to form all three 
into a fighter wing. When asked what he 
thought of his latest war, Sweeny re­
plied, "Well, it's the only one we've got, 
so I guess we've got to think it is a good 
one." Sweeny had to contend wi th the 
death of his pilots, Oerman night bomb­
ing, blackouts and constant complaints 
from all levels. He corresponded with 
Hilaire du Berrier, who had ju.st re­
turned to China from Sandakan, Bor­
neo, where he had been on vacation pro­
specting for gold in headhunting coun­
try. Sweeny offered du Berrier a position 
in the Eagles, but the younger man chose 
to remain in his Chinese Nationalist in­
telligence position . 

No. 121 (Eagle) Squadron was acti­
vated on 14 May 1941 at Kirton-in-Lind­
say. The third Eagle squadron, No. 133, 
was activated on 29 July 1941 at Coltis­
hall, Norfolk . Contrary to Sweeny' s 
plan, these squadrons flew with di f­
ferent RAF fighter wings. A total o f ap­
proximately 240 Yank pilots served in 
the three squadrons . Many were former 
USAAC "washouts" or rejects, who 
subsequently gained fame in the 
USAAF. Their starting pay as RAF pilot 
officers was the equivalent of $78 per 
month . Their opponents were fi rst-class 
Luftwaffe pilots whose aircraft were 
also first class. For Sweeny's Eagles, it 
was hard going all the way. 

At this time, Group Capt. Charles M. 
Sweeny's military philosophy was pessi­
mistic. He declared : 

"The soldier, and more particularly 
the general, looks out upon the world 
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with different eyes from the comm on 
run of men. His dominant interest has 
not, like the rest of us, to do with the 
business of living but with the taking o f 
life. Fundamentally he is not a creator, a 
builder, a provider, but just the con­
trary, a destroyer. He is a man full of 
contradictions - heedless but, at the 
same time, extremely painstaking; 
wasteful but parsimonious; cheerful and 
sad; irritable, but capable of. endless pa­
tience. 

"But above all things he is a pessimist. 
To him everything is transient. Today's 
bivouac is tomorrow's battlefield and 
the third day's hospital. Today's com­
rades are tomorrow's dead and wounded 
- lost, forgotten. Defeat and disaster 
are always imminent. Death is ever pres­
ent." 

Possibly the aging soldier of fortune 
desired to take a more act ive role in 
shaping the Allied victory in WWII. On 
1 September 1941, at age 59, Charles 
Sweeny relinquished his RAF commis­
sion on appointment to a commission in 
the United States Army Air Corps. 
Charles Sweeny, one of America' s 
greatest mercenary condottieri of the 
20th century, was not present at the 
transfer ceremony on 29 September 
1942, when his RAF Eagles became 
USAAF Eagles, but it was still a proud 
moment for him. He had returned to the 
United States earlier for a critical but 
constructive look at President Roose­
velt's management of the war effort. In 
a parody of Winston Churchill's words, 
he wrote: "Never in the history of 
bureaucracy have so many done so little 
for so much." 

By 1944, Sweeny was out o f mili t_ary 
service. He settled in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, with his wife, Eva, and son , 
Charles, Jr. After fighting 10 wars under 
10 different flags , Sweeny needed a rest. 
Hilaire du Berrier, his comrade-in-arms, 
remembers the morning of 28 February 
1963: 

''I boarded a plane in San Francisco 
to do a lecture in Salt Lake City the 
following night. I bought a San Fran­
cisco News-Cal/ Bulletin to read and the 
first lines that met my eyes were: 
' "Sweeny of the Legion" is dead at 81. 
He died in a hospital bed in Salt Lake 
City of the infirmities of age.' It made 
me heart -sick. If l had reached Salt Lake 
before the 27th l could have seen him." 

So died a great American who is a l­
most forgotten today, except among an 
older generation of professional war­
riors. Col. Charles Sweeny of the French 
Foreign Legion, organizer of the Escad­
rille Lafayette and key founder of the 
RAF Eagle Squadrons, holds an imper­
ishable place in the annals of mercenary 
warfare. 
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AIR ASSAULT 
Continued from page 47 

In the meantime, other ground units 
of Alpha Company were working their 
way through the heavy jungle toward 
LZ Pink. Around 1730, the fog thinned 
slightly and we were able to find the 
landing zone . The enemy had broken 
off contact after overrunning the pla­
toon. Eighteen of the cavalrymen had 
been killed and the rest wounded. The 
survivors had played dead as the North 
Vietnamese stripped the soldiers of 
their watches, rings and billfolds . Six­
teen of the enemy were found scattered 
around the battlefield. Later, shallow 
graves were found that contained 
several more bodies. We flew the 
wounded back to Pleiku and the K!As 
were brought to LZ Oasis. 

During the next several days, we flew 
resupply flights in and out of the lan­
ding zones. The weather continued to 
be a problem, but by flying low-level we 
managed to get the ammo and food in. 

On 13 August, B-52s bombed an 
area known to contain a large concen­
tration of NVA. The following day we 
assaulted it, using bomb craters and 
blown-out jungle clearings as our lan­
ding zones. Alpha Company of the 
229th Assault Helicopter Company 
was to make the first flight in. They 
were to provide eight ships . My com­
pany (C Co.) provided another eight 
helicopters. 

The landing zones were so small that 
only two helicopters could get in at one 
time. The approaches had to be very 
steep, almost vertical, because of the 
triple-canopy jungle. The first two 
Alpha ships started in . The LZs had 
looked fairly good from a distance, 
but up close the pilots could see jagged 
20-to 30-foot stumps throughout the 
intended landing areas . The heat and 
smoke from the smoldering trees add­
ed to the precarious approach . As the 
helicopters closed on the landing 
zones, they ' began to lose power and 
life. A helicopter with maximum pitch 
pulled, trying to hover, will often cause 
the tail rotor to lose effect and the 
helicopter will spin to the right and set­
tle to the ground. Alpha Company lost 
two helicopters in the same landing 
zone due to this problem. 

Stickney and I were told to try and 
get into the landing zone where the 
crashed helicopters were. We made a 
steep approach over the trees, trying to 
find a place where we might set down. 
Stickney told the crewchief and gunner 
to tell the grunts on board they might 
.have to jump if we couldn't land. 

I looked out the right window and 
could see one of Alpha Company's 
crashed helicopters . The pilots, Joe 
Suarez and John Spencer, were stand­
ing beside it, watching us come in over 
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them. The other ship was behind 
them, lying on its right side. It had hit 
one of the jagged trees and flipped 
over, throwing the infantrymen out the 
side door. One man was pinned under 
the helicopter. Several soldiers and the 
helicopter crewmen dug frantically as 
jet fuel flowed from the ruptured fuel 
cell . Stickney tried to stop our rate of 
descent as a snag loomed up in front of 
us. 

"I can't land. That snag is too da mn 
high," he said. We kept settling toward 
the ground. We didn't have the power 
to hover. "Tell them to get out," 
shouted Stickney. "I can't hold it!" The 
cavalrymen started jumping from both 
sides. We were still between 12 and 15 
feet from the ground. As the helicopter 
lost weight it began to hover, the rotor 
blades inches above the snag. The last 
grunt out the right side tripped as he 
went out the door. He plunged toward 
a huge rock, dropping his M16 as he 
fell. He hit the rock and crumpled into 
a heap, one leg thrown out at an odd 
angle. 

We pulled out and headed back to LZ 
Oasis. The flight leader diverted the 
other helicopters to the other landing 
zones nearby. We picked up two chain­
saws and headed back to the landing 
zones where they were lowered to the 
men on the ground. In about 15 min­
utes, they had downed several snags 
and made a log platform for a landing 
pad. 

A medevac dustoff helicopter came 
in and picked up the injured. The man 
who was pinned under the helicopter 
was fortunate - he had been pressed 
into the mud and suffered only a few 
cracked ribs - unlike the soldier who 
jumped from our helicopter. He was 
unconscious and both legs were 
broken. 

During the assault and extraction of 
the injured and the downed aircrew­
men, ground fire had been light. Occa­
sional shots from concealed snipers 
were answered immediately by a volley 
of fire from the perimeter guards. 

Meanwhile, a few miles away , Bravo 
Company of the 229th Assault Heli­
copter Battalion was air-assaulting 
troops into another landing zone . It 
was under heavy fire but they con ­
tinued to fly in troops; one helicopter 
went down. Warrant Officer Allan Cox, 
the aircraft commander, was killed in­
stantly when a round through the wind­
shield hit him in the head . He slumped 
over the controls and the helicopter 
crashed into the trees. The remaining 
crewmen survived and made their way 
back to the landing zone under heavy 
sniper fire. 

After completing our assaults, Stick­
ney's and my helicopter with one other 
were assigned the mission of flying in 
supplies. 

The other ship, piloted by Stan 
Becker and Jim Owens, was in front of 
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us, approaching the new landing zone. 
About a quarter mile from the LZ, they 
suddenly began taking fire from a small 
clearing . I could see tracer rounds arc­
ing toward the descending ship. Our 
crewch ief, manning the machine gun 
on the left side, fired a burst into the 
area where the ground fire was coming 
frqm and it stopped temporarily. The 
next two trips into the landing zone 
were repeats of the first. 

On the third flight in, Becker told us 
to throw a smoke grenade into the 
ground-fire area. He had contacted a 
gunship en route to work the sniper 
over . We finished unloading the sup­
plies, lifted out of the landing zone and 
started back to LZ Oasis. Becker asked 
over the radio if we had thrown a red 
smoke grenade to mark the sniper's lo­
cation . Stickney told him we had. 

"Well, there's a Chinook making an 
approach to that location. I hope he 
knows that there's bad guys down 
there ," Becker said. 

The Chinook, with a sling load of 
105 cannon rounds, was approaching 
the red smoke. The pilot evidently 
thought that our soldiers had popped 
smoke to mark his drop zone. He must 
have heard Becker on the radio, 
because suddenly the helicopter climb­
ed straight up and disappeared into the 
low-ha ngihg clouds . Its crew would 
have to fly instruments all the way 
back to Pleiku, the nearest airfield with 
navigational and instrument approach 
facilities. It could have been fatal if the 
sniper had started firing into the sling 

loa d of 105 rounds. Then the gunship 
arrived and fired several rockets into 
the jungle around the clearing. We 
didn't receive a ny more fire . Either 
Charlie was dead or he had left the 
area . 

Just before dark, we were released 
from resupply missions. We headed 
back to LZ Oasis to spend the night. 
No field kitchen had been set up, so we 
had to "dine" on C-rations cooked over 
a can filled with sand and JP-4 aviation 
fuel - an amazing little stove . When 
the sand was saturated with JP-4 
drain ed frpm the sump of the 
helicopter, it would burn for a long 
time . 

. Around 2100 hours, a truck drove up 
to our helicopter and men started 
loading ammunition . Capt. May came 
over and told us a platoon was in a fire 
fight and was running low on ammo. It 
was somewhere east of the landing 
zone where the two helicopters had 
crashed . As I put my armor-plated 
chest protector on and fastened my 
shoulder harness, I felt uneasy. Too 
many things had happened there to­
day . Oh well, Stickney doesn't seem 
concerned , I thought. 

We lifted off and flew southwest. In 
the total darkness, we would have to fly 
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by time, distance and heading to reach 
the landing zone . When we thought we 
were in the vicinity, we started calling 
on the FM radio to the unit on the 
ground. We made contact. The radio 
operator told us we were a little bit 
south of their position . Stickney turned 
back to the north and a minute later 
the radio operator said we were right 
over them. We could see tracer rounds 
flying in all directions. The radio 
operator told us they h&d a small clear­
ing close by. We wouldn't be able to 
land but could get in close enough to 
kick the ammo out. We tried - but it 
was so black we couldn't see the clear­
ing. 

"Fire a flare," said Stickney. 
"If we fire a flare we're going to give 

away our position," answered the radio 
man. "Can't you use your landing light 
to spot it?" he added. 

"I'm not going to use the landing 
light while hovering around looking for 
the clearing. We'll get blasted out of 
the sky ," Stickney said. So far our only 
outside lights were the standard navi­
gation lights. Their lower portion wa s 
blacked-out so they could be seen only 
from above or level with the helicopter. 
This gave us a measure of protection 
from ground fire at night. Even though 
the enemy could hear the helicopter, in 
the dark it was difficult to tell exactly 
where it was. 

"We'll fire one flare and give you 
covering fire," said the infantryman. 
"You'll have to get the ammo to us 
though, because we'll be out after we 
cover you," he added. The flare sud­
denly erupted to our right from 200 
meters. We spotted the -small clearing 
and Stickney ·nosed the helicopter over 
and accelerated toward the opening. 
As we approached it, we began taking 
fire from below. A mass of tracers 
began to rake the jungle. Our soldiers 
were pouring on the covering fire. 
Stickney made a vertical descent, the 
rotor blades barely clearing the trees . 

"Get on the controls with' me," he 
said. "If I get hit you'll be ready. Perez, 
you dump the ammo out; gunner, keep 
firing ." Just as Perez began to throw 
the ammunition out, the flare flickered 
and died. Stickney immediately flipped 
the landing light on. We could not a f­
ford to drift in any direction or the 
blades would hit the trees. 

In seconds · the crewchief had the 
supplies off and screamed , "Go!" into 
the intercom. Stickney pulled power 
and we shot straight up . Once clear of 
the trees, he turned the landing light off 
and we headed back to LZ Oasis. 
Amazingly, we took only one hit 
through the right landing skid . 

On 25 August 1966, Operation "Paul 
Revere II" came to a close. By body 
count, the enemy had lost more than 
850 men . 

MAY/82 





WALK IN SAFETY-DAY OR NIGHT 
PROTECT YOURSELF WITH THIS 

!f§JI 

LIGHT ELEaRIC 

-~ \\1 P_Q.lj.s,e;r. · •M 
4i ;;;\ 

Safe, rel iable and effective against 
attack by man or animal; just push · 
button on handle and c ircuit con­
verts t iny current (supplied by 
standard fl ashlight batteries) into 
safe but HUGE voltage- a full 4000 
vo lts! Ideal for shop or tavern 
owners, wai tresses, anyone need­
ing protecti on. Holsters are top 
grain cowhide, saddle and harness 

n!!iii::=::::::le::;ather, stitched . 

~­
~;;;;1;2;,0EOO~V~O~L~T~~~ 

Rattlesnake Prod 

~ ~-1 \ \ I is rechargeable. Made to mil-
~ · ! .\ itary specifi ca ti ons. The most 
~ 1 powerful made, entirely safe to 
Cl. use r. Recharge on household 
~ current li ke Nore lco shaver. 
~ Full y tra nsistori zed sea led con-
ll: ~ struction . 14" long. 

/I \"' ORDER BY MAIL 
,f ' ~ ' © 1981 SAFE TO USER 

-----------~--------FREEMAN ELECTRIC CO. 
582, Cook Bldg., Freeman, Missouri 64746 

12-lnch Shock-Rod $17.00 ( ) Holster for 22"@ $ 6.00 
Holster for 12"@ S 5.00 ( ) Rattlesnake Prod @$80.00 ( ) 
22-lnch Shock-Rod $1 9.00 ( ) Holster@ $ 5.00 ( ) 

NAME _________ ___ _ 

ADDRESS ___________ _ 

BIANCHl'S NEW 

Can You Do The Following? 
• Think And React Quickly 
• Orient Yourself In Unfamiliar 

Surroundings 
• Intensely Stalk Prey 
• Shoot With A High Degree Of 

Accuracy 
• Utilize Your Physical Stamina 

To Its Limit 

If you have these abilit ies, and w ish to match your skills 
against other individuals in a high ly competitive atmos­
phere then contact: 

5484 Breathitt Drive 
Lilburn, Georgia 30247 

or 
(404) 923-8789 

For Further Information 

- TAKE THE ULTIMATE TEST -

ADVEN'fURERS 
TEI.EPllONE AND 
'fES1' SE'I' 

MODEL 1011 

CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS ANO TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 

MADE OF RUQQEO, NON-REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 

585 
ALSO AVAILABLE: 

With Shipping & Ins. Paid 
CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 

VISA• & MASTER CH~c:!:__ .,,. , ... ,,,_ .,.,, 

Gr96n Plast ic Olal-ln ·Hal"dset style Test Set 
Push· Tone and Dial combined Teat Set 
Batl ery powered Field Phones 
Sound powered Field Phones 
Telephones and Booka on Telephones 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 

V l h -Amer l c a ri" 
109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 06204 

DlliHT HAWN,. 
THE ULTIMATE 

SURVIVAL KNIFE! 
Developed for rough use 

in the field - hunting, 
hiking and backpacking. 

Quality that comes 
only from Bianchi! 

Check these features! 

specially designed 
pouch on front contains 
medium grit sharpening 

• Hammer forged 6" 
long Stainless Steel blade 
with high chromium con­

& 

stone. Wide bel.t 
loop. Snap down 
safety strap. 

" ;"• 

Send $1.00 
FOR NEW 1982 
color catalog 

82 SOJ.lllllll Ill' l'Oll'l'llNE 

tent• 3/ 16" thick blade 
with 20 saw teeth • 1 0-1 / 2" 

overall knife length • Solid brass 
hilt shaped for optimum thumb 

support • Built-in water tight compart­
ment holds matches, etc. • Precision 

made by German craftsmen giving you life 
time satisfaction • Each knife is individually 

serial numbered. $89.00 ea. plus 10 3 
postage and handling . Ca . res. add 63 tax. 

BIANCHI 
(iU @UITh3l1~l~"ll"rn~m TM 

100 Cal le Co rtez, Dept. SO F 582, Temecu la, Cali forni a 92390 

OPERATION 
DAISY 
Continued from page 51 

mechanized infantry column at 
londe on its 120-kilometer drive 
north to the Bambi target area. Be­
cause we had arrived too late, we 
would be flown in by chopper to the 
front the next morning, Wednesday, 
just prior to the main assau lt. 

We were asked to move out to po­
sitions along the defense perimeter 
where we dug in in shallow trenches 
for the night. After a co ld tin of Rat ­
pack corned beef and a gulp of hot 
Angolan water, I lay in my sleeping 
bag , thinking of an ale rt that had 
gone out earlier that afternoon. Re­
ports had come in that a large 
FPLA/SWAPO force was headed our 
way. Tracking stations had also 
picked up the scrambling of several 
Russian-built MiG 21 fighter aircraft , 
manned by Cuban pilots, from Ango­
lan bases . We were told that londe 
could possibly be their target . I lay 
wondering about this as the night si­
lence settled around us. 

Earlier that day, I witnessed the 
interrogation of a captured SWAPO 
terrorist. At first he remained silen t , 
but when his South African interro­
gators 'Changed the ir tactics from 
hostility to friendly chatter and the 
offer of cigarettes and food, he 
started talking . 

He told us of atrocities committed 
by SWAPO officers against the local 
population and of his wish to quit 
his terrorist activities. However, he 
had remained with SWAPO after his 
commanders threatened him wi t h 
death if he tried to desert and sur­
render to South African forces. He 
also described how his po litical 
commissar told him and his com­
rades of the torture that awaited 
them if they ever fell into the hands 
of the " Boers," a slang term used by 
SWAPO for members of the South 
African forces. 

In recent months, he told us , ter­
rorists had committed su icide rather 
than risk capture by the South Afri ­
cans . The captive terr expressed gra­
titude at the good treatment he was 
receiving and said he realized now 
that the stories told by po litical 
commissars were lies. He had been 
taken from his home kraal in Ovam­
boland in South West Afri ca as a 
young teenager and brought to An­
gola for terrorist training in 1975. 
Now he would return to his nat ive 
land a prisoner. 

I thought of those other soldiers 
for whom the war was over - young 
South Africans wounded in skir­
mishes earlier that day. They had 
been brought to the forward med ica l 
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post by chopper and latter mede­
vacked aboard transport planes to 
South West Africa. I wondered how 
many more would be wounded or die 
that night and the follow ing day. 

Meanwhile, the mechanized-infan­
try column, split to form a two­
pronged attack formation from east 
and west , closed in on its target at 
Bambi . Sleep overcame me in my un­
comfortable sleeping bag, which I 
shared w ith coarse Angolan sand 
and insects - and the threat of a 
surp rise attack which would be an­
nounced by a siren in the command 
Rate l, an armored-infantry vehicle. 

Around 0300, I was awakened by 
an eerie noise: deep droning from 
the sky. When I looked up from my 
trench , I saw the ominous, giant , 
black shapes of several C-130s sail­
ing past against the dark sky. I 
reali zed that D-Day was about to 
dawn , for those planes carried a 
force of paratroopers who wou ld be 
dropped north of Bambi to cut off 
SWAPO's northern escape route . 

Short ly after sunrise, the moment 
of truth came for SWAPO. I watched 
as the first wave of Mirage fighters 
and Canberra and Buccaneer bomb­
ers streaked northward to discharge 
their deadly loads on SWAPO bases 
at Bambi , prior to the ground attack. 
However, luck had been on 
SWAPO's side. Terrs who escaped 
earlier contacts, had warned the oc­
cupants of SWAPO bases of the 
South African offensive, thus allow­
ing the main body of the terrorist 
force to escape. 

A small , suicidal group remained 
to stall the South Africans and pro­
tect the bases. These men, well­
armed with Russian weapons, deliv­
ere.d fierce anti-a ircraft fire as South 
African planes attacked. After sever­
al attacks, the Mirage fighters man­
aged to knock out some 23mm guns 
as well as SAM-7 missile launchers. 

With little resistance from SWA­
PO, the ground forces now swept in­
to the base, which was spread over 
an area of 36 square kilometers. The 
majority of the approximately 1,200 
terrorists had escaped into t he An­
golan bush , causing the South Afr i­
can forces to split up into smaller 
units , transforming the operation in­
to a search-and-destroy mission. 

Shortly after the first air attacks 
on the target area, we boarded an Al­
louette chopper at londe and headed 
for the fron t. 

Watch ing the other Allouette ac­
companying us as we flew over the 
flat , green landscape, I noticed it 
suddenly banking steeply and turn­
ing back. Our chopper followed. The 
other pilot had noticed a white mark­
er flare fired from the dense bush on 
the edge of a grass-covered shona 
- a dry riverbed - and turned back 
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to investigate. Standing on the 
ground in enemy territory, frantically 
waving their arms at us, were mem­
bers of a small reconnaissance pa­
trol, among them a soldier who had 
been wounded in the eye. They 
asked to be airlifted to the main 
fighting force some 60 kilometers 
distant. The two helicopters already 
carried capacity loads; our take-off 
could prove dangerous. Yet we 
could not leave them there, so they 
scrambled aboard and with rotor 
blades whipping up a small dust 
storm, we lifted off. 

The pilots tried for normal vertical 
lift-offs reaching treetop level, dip­
ping the nose of the chopper and 
dashing for the cover the trees gave 
against possible missile attack. 

Experiencing difficulties with 
this , the pilot had to set back down, 
then employ gradual ascent ma­
neuvers before we took off once 
more to the Bambi target area. 

Nearing Bambi, we saw columns 
of smoke rising from the horizon -
tell-tale signs of the morning's aerial 
bombardment. Coming in over the 
main SWAPO base area, we saw 
small groups of ground forces 
engaged in hot-pursuit operations, 
meeting small pockets of resistance 
from · fleeing bands of SWAPO 
troops. Other men cleared mine 
fields and destroyed bunkers. 

As we landed, we saw a South 
African Buffel standing to one side 
in a shona, burning fiercely. Troops 
had been loading the vehicle with 
arms and ammunition taken from 
SWAPO bunkers when a RPG rocket 
slipped and fell, exploding in the 
truck and setting off other explo­
sives. 

One soldier was hurled some 20 
meters by the explosion, but es­
caped injury. Realizing the danger 
the truck posed for the large gather­
ing of soldiers and vehicles, as well 
as two helicopters standing nearby, 
36-year-old Maj . Andy Anderson 
jumped into it and drove it nearly 
300 meters away. Ironically, the 
truck had had to be push-started 
earlier, but when Maj . Anderson 
stepped on the gas, the motor fired 
first time. 

In a nearby cornfield, which 
formed the nucleus of the SWAPO 
base, soldiers had stopped entering 
the well-camouflaged, underground 
bunkers to collect arms, ammuni­
tion and supplies left behin.d by 
SWAPO after a young candidate offi­
cer was killed. On entering the bunk­
er, he picked up a Russian helmet, 
detonating a booby-trap which in­
stantly killed him. The soldiers now 
blew up the remaining bunkers. 

Elsewhere in the bush, choppers 
had been summoned for top priority 
medevacs. A detachment of troops 

You Need 
THIS BOOK! 

N OW YOU CAN MASTER THE AR T OF 
SURVIVAL! One ·of the best and most au ­
thoritative manuals on su rvival you wil l 
ever read- a must f or every emergcincy kit ! 
Now w.ith special permission we a re able to 
publish it, as is, for the general public. This 
essential book contai n s all the ioforrnation 
you need for the times of crises and forced 
evacuation. It s chapters thoroughly cover : 
• Survival in Areas Contaminated ·by Radi · 
ation • Surv ival on Land (Arctic, Subarctic , 
D esert., Tropics) • Survival at Sea • Surv iva l 
on Sea I ce. 

When an Air Force plane goes down, t re­
mendous w.ealth in terms of va luab le li ves , 
superior trai·ning and military hardware / 
secrets are at stake. These helmsmen o f o ur 
global a i rpower that forms the nerve center 
of our nation's strength and security can't 
fool around with the "second best." Their 
emergency kits contain the unequaJled offi ­
cial U.S. Air F orce Surviva l Manual that has 
been compiled ·by t he best experts i n the 
field of surviva l with the backup of the 
monumen ta l resources of the U.S. Govern ­
ment. 

When your life is at stake, can you afford 
to be without the very best? NOW you w i ll 
be buying the same official U.S. Air Force 
Survival Manual that has saved the lives of 
m ·any downed U .S.A.F. pilots under all 
kinds o f hostile and emergency cond itions 
around the world. Proven superio r o ver and 
over in the field of global survival. So you 
know it works. 

How wou l d you like to master the art of 
wilderness survival: Be able to live in t he 
woods with just the bare necessit ies? Hunt, 
fish and trap using the survival sk ill s outlined 
in o ne volume? The timeless information of 
this book will show you what t o do to sur­
vive when you are l ost in the wild country, 
or if you were relocated fr o m where you 
NOW li ve, and how to provide almost in­
stant sh eJter and heat. You will also lear n 
h ow to test quickly and safely which w ild 
plants are ed ible and which are poiso n o us. 

You wil l. receive vi t al informati-on on 
Shelter; Food and Water; Edibil ity Tests on 
Wild Plants; Clothing/Equipment ; Health ; 
First Aid ; Signaling, Orientation (by sun and 
stars); Fire Making; Survival Weapon s; Hunt­
ing; Fishing and Trapping ; . - . . and MUC H 
more. Well illustrated (over 350. deta i led 
drawings, tables and maps) and easy to un­
derstand, this book is a must for every man 
or woman who is concerned about t h e sa fe­
ty and survival of their fam i ly during emer­
gencies in the con1ing bad tin1es! In our 
effort to only o ffer our customers the best 
we are now making this superior book avail­
ab le t o hunters, pilots and sportsmen in 
general . anyone that deserves the ve ry 
bes.I. W e think this book is so important 
t h at you should n o t only buy a copy for 
yourself but seVeral to place in t o you r ca r , 
RV , p lane, home and for fr iends. 

J 60 pages. Over 350 detailed il l ustra-
tions. 

One COPY - $8.g5 ppd. 
3 or more - $6.95 each ppd. 

Why panic in a time of crises ? Isn' t the 
small price worth your peace o f mind?? ? 

World Wide Publishing Corp., Oept. Al2 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, OR 97520· U .S.A. 

- - Special Discount Offer Coupon - _.. 

YES I want to be prepared .' I encl ose check 
or M.0. for $ Please RUSH m e 
postpaid : 
(Fore i gn orders must send checks in U.S.$ 
drawn on a U.S. Bank.) 

--L.S.A.F. Surviva l Manual(s} 

Name __ ---·-- -----·- - -·----

Address __ - ------ __ .-- __ - _ 

C ity - - - --· -------- - - -- -

State 

0 M/C 0 VISA 

Zip __ 

Exp. Date 

Credit Card# ________ -· - - -

L Al2 I 
• 10% discount o n orders over $25.• :..I 

MAY/82 



traveling in Ratel armored personnel 
carriers had made contact with a 
small group of SWAPO terrorists. 
The terrs f led in all directions in the 
ensuing fi re fight. Having captured 
one man with important documents , 
the South African soldiers spotted 
another fleeing across a clearing . 
Jumping from their Ratel to pursue 
him , two South Africans were killed 
and two seriously wounded when 
another terrorist , hiding under a 
bush , jumped up with his AK-47 rifle 
and opened up. Other soldiers killed 
him and captured a third terrorist. 
Later we learned that the wounded 
men had been medevacked to South 
Africa and admitted to a military 
hospital in Pretoria within eight 
hours. - thousands of kilometers 
from the scene of the battle. Both 
survived. 

Meanwhile, air force personnel 
at londe learned something that 
caused them to jump with joy. 
Throughout the operation, Cuban-pi­
loted MiG jets had been buzzing the 
target area at Bambi . Thursday 
morning , the radio at the tactical HQ 
at londe crackled alive: A MiG 21 had 
been shot down by a pair of South 
African Mirage fighters far to the 
west. Another MiG had been allowed 
to return to its base . This was the 
first t ime since the Korean War that 
South African planes had shot down 
a communist aircraft . After this inci ­
dent the Cubans and their MiGs 
stayed on the ground . 

At Bambi, the operational CO, 
Brigadier " Witkop " Badenhorst , Of­
f ice r Commanding Sector 10, and 
other senior officers conferred in a 
command Ratel. They decided to 
turn Daisy into an area operation , 
employing search-and-destroy tac­
t ics . 

During mopping-up operations , it 
was found that the target area had 
cons isted of the main SWAPO com­
mand base, with protecticri bases of 
batta lion strength to the east and 
west . Intelligence officers were also 
surprised to fi nd a prison base 
holdi ng members of the local 
populat ion who had been captured 
and forced to labor in the corn fields 
to supp ly SWAPO with food . Dissi­
dent members of SWAPO were also 
detained in this base. 

All in all , Operation Daisy bore lit ­
tle rese mblance to the spectacular 
succes s of Operation Protea, but it 
was a fruitful maneuver of an entire­
ly different nature . 

An important command base was 
completel y destroyed , and large 
quantities of arms , ammunition and 
supp lies were captured. SWAPO's 
log isti cs had been destroyed, and 
the terrorists demoralized , scattered 
and forced to run further north . 

Three weeks later, the last South 
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Africans withdrew back into South 
West Africa. Operation Daisy 's suc­
cess was evident now. SWAPO raids 
into the territory, contacts with 
secu rity forces and landmine blasts 
had all dramatically decreased since 
the operation - proving once again 
that a guerrilla-type war has to be 
fought offensively instead of defen­
sively. Daisy once again demon­
strated the off icial pol icy of the 
South African military authorities to 
pursue and destroy SWAPO wher­
ever it goes. 
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FOREIGN $3.95 

PHOTO ID 
IN FULL COLOR· 

II you want more Information send 25' 
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SEALED IN PLASTIC 
All States and Provinces 

• CUSTOM-MADE WITH YOUR PHOTO 
• USE ANYWHERE, ANYTIME FOR 

POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION 

24-Hour Service • Moneyback Guarantee 

2~or more 
$5.00EACH 

SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
Blrthdate & Small Photo. 

CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. 25 
BOX 5200 • JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207 

PHOTO ID 

SCOPE 
Continued from page 54 

In ballistics, trajectory is merely the 
bullet's angle of departure. It is gen· 
erally conceded that the trajectories 
of most high-performance bullets are 
similar in form, but operate over 
different ranges. Using this principle, 
Jim Leatherwood designed a revolu­
tionary new two-piece incrementally 
variable cam for the MPC/ART scope, 
consisting of a calibration ring and a 
trajectory cam ring. 

Using the cartridge-calib ration 
chart supplied by Leatherwood, the 
shooter simply disengages the t rajec­
tory cam ring from the ca l ibration 
ring, sets the trajectory cam ring to 
the proper position across from the 
series of numbers on the ca l ibration 
ring , re-engages the two rings - and 
the scope is now adjusted for t he car­
tridge and bullet selected at all ranges 
from 200 meters to 600 meters. 

Charlie Leatherwood prepares to fi re FN 
LAR match rifle with ART II scope. 

Utiliz ing a 3x-9x variab le-power 
scope, the MPC/ART can also be used 
in either the auto-range or manual 
modes. Instead of ART II-type framing 
bars, the MPC/ ART uses a set of stan­
dard crosshairs with a finer wire in 
position below the scope 's horizontal 
crosshair. The distance suspended 
between this finer stadia wire and the 
horizontal wire of the crossha ir is 18 
inches at 200 meters. The shooter 
looks through the scope at his target 
and proceeds to increase or decrease 
the power of the scope unt i l l8 inches 
of his target is fitted between the two 
horizontal stadia wires. When thi s has 
been accomplished , the scope is 
zeroed at this particular distance and 
the shooter may take dead-on aim at 
the target and fire without having to 
guess the range or hold-over to hit the 
target. 

Complete with rings, the MPC/ART 
scope is priced at right around $300 . 
Bases are extra. For further informa­
tion concerning all the Leatherwood 
products, write to Leatherwood Enter­
prises, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O . Box 111 , 
Stephenville , TX 76401. 
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To: Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

MAY/82 

~ Copies M~SSIO~I:.-; ~5 Tota-I - --~ 
Colorado residents add 3 .5 % sales tax - l I Shipping/ handling $1.40 for first book I 

50¢ each additional copy I 0 check 0 money.order TOTAL l 
Sirs: Please rush my copy of Mission: M.l.A . . 

I Name I 
I Address f 

LCity/State/~~~---· -----=.J 
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T-SHIRT S! - Buy one for yourself 
& one for a friend! - T-shirts are of 
a cotlon/poly mix. USMC & SPECS 
T-sh irts are yellow with red or green 
printing, remainder are white with 
red or black prinling. All are il ­
luslrated along with lhe printing. 
2A Be Man Among Men - Join 

the Ahod . Army - $7.95 
28 Soldier o f Foriune - S7 .95 
2C Airborne - Death From Above 

- $7 .95 
20 Southeast Asia - $7.95 
2E Terrorism Slops Here - $7.95 
2F Pat ience My Ass - I'm go ing 

out and kill someth ing ! -
$7.95 

2G Peace Through Superior Fire­
power - $7.95 

2H Nuke Iran - SPECIAL SALE 
- $4.95 

2J Apocalypse - S7.95 
2K Dealh Aides A Pate Horse -

$7.95 
2l What Price Now OPEC -

$7.95 
2M Mercenaries Do It For Prof il -

$7.95 
2N Death To Tyrants - S7.95 
20 Soldier of Fortune 1st Annual 

Convent ion - $7.95 
2P Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual 

Convenlion - $7.95 
2R Spec ial Forces - Living By 

Chance. Loving By Choice. 
Kill ing By Profession - $8.95 

2S Marines - Let Me Win you r 
Hearls and Minds, or I'll Burn 
Your Damn Huts Down -
$8.95 

2T RU - 1st Commando - $7.95 
2U Cammo T·shirt - Short Sleeve 

- $7.95 
2V Supper! Afghan Freedom 

Fighters - $7.95 
Also avail. in Navy Blue: #2B & #2G 
2W Gamma T-sh irt - Long sleeve 

- $8.95 

TEKNA KNIVES - DESIGN ED BY 
A WEAPONS DESIGNER 
The Tekna Kn i fe is drawn and 
shaped from a single piece of 
nickel /ch romium stainless steel. 
Tpe 431 stainless was chosen for 
th is knife . This knlle is at home 
below the seaweed or above the 
timberline - and everywhere in 
be tween ! The five-haled handle 
permi ts th ~ knife to be positively 
locked in its shea th . reduces 
weigh!. and allows the knife lo be 
held com lonably . It features tw in 
rows of razor-sharp saw-tooth ser­
rations. and cuts through most 
things with a single pass. 
T·2200 - Fealures unique. sell · 
guiding ABS sheath with thumb 
operated lat c h allowing one­
handed removal or replacement in 
less than hal f a second. Two self ­
c losure Tekna-S1 raps permit quick 
adjustment and include stainless 
sel f-tension ing buckles. - $39.95 
T·2300 - Exactly the same as 
T·2200. but provides a stainless clip 
in place of lhe Tekna·Straps fo r 
mounting on bell or inside boot 
top. - $34.95 
T-2400 - Low profile black leather 
sheath with stainless boot c lip and 
positive snap lock is included in 
th is model. replacing the ABS 
sheath. Sheal h Is made ot genuine 
top grain cowhide . - $39.95 

BLACK MAnE TEKNA KNIVES -
WON'T GIVE YOU AWAY!! 
Exactly the same as the above 
Tekna Knives. bu' wlth a non­
reflecllve black malle finish ap­
plied to the entire surface of the 
knife. 
T-22008 - FealUres same unique 
ABS shealh as explained on T-2200 
- 144.95 
T·2300B - Features s tainless cli p 
on sheath as In above T-2200. -
$39.95 
T ·24008 - Features black leather 
shealh as in above T·2400. -
$44.95 
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PHOENIX 
Also avail. In Navy Blue: lt2B & #2G 
2W Cammo T·shi rt - Long sleeve 

- SB.95 
2X Cammo Jogging Short s -

100% Cotton. S.M ,l ,X·L -
SB.SO 

2Y Camo Sweatshirl - On those 
chilly days when all you need is 
a light jacket , this Ughtly insu· 
lated sweat jacket Js ideal. The 
outer and inner lining are 100% 
Fortrel ~ polyes ter with a thin, 
insu lat ing layer o t 100% poly­
urethane loam. Features two 
slash pockets, adjustable draw­
s tring hood, zipper front , rib 
knit culls and bottom. Sizes: 
S.M ,L ,X-L. Pl ease s pecif y . 
SPECIAL SALE - $21.95 

3A - avail. in white or navy blue-. 
$7.95 
3B - avail. in white or black -
2-sided prin t ing - S8.95 
3C - avail. in while - $7.95 

ADVICE 
°"~~...,. TO 

EVEJry 

r ·· ~ 

~G~ 
\\~"OHU~ 

, 

. 

. ·~R~~Ro. 
3A 

CAMOUFLAGE OUFFLE BAG -
American made. Regulation size 
21x36. Sturdy web handle and 
shoulder strap. Heavy dul y steel 
grommets and hooks !or pad lock­
ing. - $1 3.95 
PLASTIC 1 qt. CANTEEN - with 
aluminum cup and ny lon cover -
6.95. 
CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION -
Each item in lhis series is l ight­
weighl. so il -resislanL 100% nylon: 
double-stitched for excep t ional 
durabi l ity . Colors in camouflage 
pattern are brown, black. & olive 

green on a lighl green background. 
Items are al so available in solid 
black color . 
CHECKBOOK COVER - holds all 
standard size checks. Addit ional 
compartment for cred it cards. pho· 
tos . cash. etc . Is secured by snap 
- $4.95. 
TRIFOLD - Compact wallet folds 
inlo thirds . Ample pockets hold 
photos. credit cards, or cash. 
Sturdy consHuct ion insures the 
securit y o f you r valuables - S9.95. 
BIFOLO - For lhe"person who car· 
ries the normal amount ol 1.D. cards 
& cash. The wallet is the same rug· 
ged const ruct ion as the Trl-lold 
with velcro fas tener. only smaller 
- $8.95. 
SECURITY PURSE - A must tor 
the traveler or jogger. The easiest 
way possible lo concea l your valu · 
ables. Pocket is sewn onto a 161/•" 
velcro strip which allows it 10 be 
worn on arm. leg. or inside ot 
cloth ing. Easily holds 7 or B credi t 
cards & cash - $6.95. 
WATCHBAN D - Available only In 
black nylon. Perfect accessory for 
the ac t ive man or adventurer. Black 
nylon strap with " long·life"' velcro 
safety lock. Band also provides a 
crystal cover st rap for protection or 
for use in "'blackout " condi t ions -
SS.SO. 
" BREAK·FREE CLP" CLEANER , 
LUBRICANT & PRESERVATIVE -
A new Tellonized Cleaner, lubri · 
ca nt , preservative . and wa ter 
displacer that eliminated so lvent 
cleaning in mechanisms and pro · 
vides complete ··c1ean ing. Lubrlca· 
lion and Preservation" all In .one 
product. For use in temperate. arc­
tic and desen clima tes. For use on 
cars. trucks, building maintenance. 
construct ion equ lpme nl. shop 
equipment. boats. firearms. el c. 
Following sizes available: 
a. t fl.oz. (30ml)liquld $1.49 
b. 4 II. oz . (120 ml) liquid S2.95 
c. 3.17 oz. (90 grams) aerosol S2.95 
d. 15.85 oz. (450 grams) aerosol $7.95 

RHODESIAN PLAQUES - Authen· 
tic military plaques from Rhodesia! 
Rhodesia's war was divided into 
va rious operall ona1 areas: Hur· 
ricane. Thrasher. Repu lse . Grappte. 
Splinter and Tangent . Each was 
controlled by ils own Join Opera­
tions Command: and each JOG 
adopted i l s own insignia. Now you 
can own this set ol unique plaques I 
The plaques are made from acid et · 
ched Rhodesian copper plale . and 
are mounted on Zambezi hardwood. 
PhOenix bought ou t the manufac­
turer of these plaques. and are o f· 
tering these at a special price! Pia· 
ques are S 11.95 each. or the com· 
plete set tor the special price o f 

$49.95. plus $1 .50 lor postage and 
handling. Order now - llmlled 
number ava ll1ble. 
TEKNA ITEMS! ! 
THE WORLD 'S SIMPLEST 2·CELL 
FLASHLIGHTS .. THAT WORKI 
T·2000X - Th is tiny . three ounce 
Tekna lite II cell ls made of shock 
resistant plastic in a handsome 
malle black finish. It is also water­
proof and emits a powerful beam. 
Supplied with two #222 bulbs , ii 
operates on two AA alkaline bal · 
teries (nol included). Length is 6", 
diameter is 1.16". Waterproo l to 
2000 feel . Candlepower is 1400. 
Switch is activated by V2 turn of 
lens; light is explosion proof -
$10.95. . 
T·2000·0 - The Survival-lite Is 
molded in high visibility in terna­
tional orange & is the ideal life· 
saving personal light . The Survival · 
lite features a thermal flasher b lub 
that will operate for 12·16 ho urs on 
a single pair o f 'AA" alkal ine cells. 
The intermittent pu lses o f light can 
be spotted up to two m iles away. A 
#222 bulb is also supplied for 
regular flashlight use. The conve· 
nient nylon neck lanyard keeps the 
l ight handy while both hands are 
tree. - $1 1.95. 
T·2000 -XR - Identical to the 
T -2000-X but with a red lens. The 
T·2000·XA is the ideal light source 
for map. charl or compass reading. 
Bu l1Hough, like all Tekna lights. 
the T-2000-XR will survive the har· 
shes! environmenl - $10.95. 
T·2208 Tekna Strap - Designed for 
use wflh any of the Tekna Lite 2 
ce lls . the Tekna-Stap allows the 
l ights to be fastened to the arm or 
leg. leaving both hands free. In ad ­
d i lion . the exclusive self · 
tension ing stain less steel buckle 
compensates tor muscular expan­
sion and cont;act ion. lhus pro · 
viding a snug l i t at all times -
$8.50. 
MINl·STROBE - A FLASH OF 
BRILLIANCE ! 
This Tekna T-3000 mini·slrobe is 
the smallest signal suobe in the 
world. Consisting ol a xenon flash 
tube l inked 10 a fully miniaturized 
elec tronic circuit and powered by a 
mercury battery (sold separately). 
the mini-strobe will operate con · 
tinuously for 8· 10 hours. Its brill iant 
omnidi reclional flash can be seen 
over a len mile radius . Th is Ille Is 
the same size as the T·2000 series. 
and is wa terproof to 1000 feet. 
Switch is opera ted the same as the 
T ·2000 series. Ava ilable in black or 
orange col or. - $39.95. 
T-3001 - Mercury battery for m ini · 
strobe li te - $4.95 
Sold ier of Fortune 2nd Annual Con -· 
ventlon Patch - commemorating 

the 2nd Annual SOF Convention -
similar to original palch in design 
with red. while, and black colors -
$1.75 
Soldler o f Fortune Oec•I - 3'" vinyl 
decal with crossed daggers and 
beret design - red , while and 
black - 50$ 
Soldier of Fortune Coffee Mug -
wh ite porecelain w ith embossed 
SOF logo (same as on patch) -
$8.95 
Soldler of Fort une Aahtr1y - white 
porcelain with embossed SOF 16go 
- $4.95 
Zlppo Cigarette lighters - High 
quality with SOF logo in red , white 
and black - S9.95 
Soldier of Fortune Binders - Save 
your issues ol Soldier o f Fortune, 
and keep them in good condition 
wi th th is 12·1 ssue binder. Black 
vinyl wl lh white lettering - S7.95 
NEW! REDUCE MUZZLE CLIMB 
WITH THE " MUZZLE MIZER" ! The 
" Muzzle Mizer·· we ighs only 31h oz. 
and extends overall length of 
weapon only 21/• ·· No weapon mod· 
llication is necessary, and it ls fully 
adjustable to lhe individual shoot · 
er. This un ique item con trols verti · 
cal and horizontal muzzle cllmb. 
controls muzzle flash , increases 
muzzle velocity an average of 
20fps. increases group-size accur· 
acy ol weapon by 50% , and wil l de­
liver full magazine into silhouelle 
target at 100 yards in full·automalic 
mode. It is available for lhe AA·15, 
M 16, CAR·15, AR·180, AR·1B. 
H&K91and93. and Mini- 14. Price Is 
on ly - $34.95. 
SURVIVAL/RESCUE TOO L -
Designed to meet U.S. m ll ltary 
criteria; tested for eight years 
throughout world "in jungles, moun­
tains . deserts. and arct ic regions. 
Put the odds In your favor and buy 
today! Comes wilh field manual 
complete with Instructions and pie· 
tures . - $36.00. 
LIFE TOOL - Do a fr iend a favor 
and buy two- Th is is lhe survival 
tool I hat fits in your wallet! Num· 
erous uses for this use ful item ! In­
c ludes bookie! showing over 40 
ways to use the tool. Cqmes with a 
protect ive vinyl case and a burninp 
lens to slart a necessry fire In an 
emergency. Made o f 440C Razor 
Grade Stainless Steel - $16.95. 
Opt ional - Lealher case wi th b"el! 
loop ho lds Ille 1001 & lens - $4.95. 
AIR FORCE SURVIVAL KNIFE -
This classic knife comes with a 5" 
parkerized blade . deep b lood 
groove and saw back for cutting 
rope , alr craft skin , etc. Ha"rd 
leather handle is groove cul tor a 
sure grip. Lealher sheath with a 
sharpening stone. A must for lhe 
adventurerlouldoorsman - $1 2.50 

Mall to: PHOENIX ASSOCIATES, INC., Dept. 582, Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

ITEM QUANTITY 

VISA & MASTER CARO ACCEPTED: Postage & Handling 
Card. ,; : _ ____ ---- ------ -_ 3% Sales Tax (CO res.) 
E>p.: ----- ·· _ __ __ __ •. _ TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

NAME: ---- ___ ... . --·- - ·-- · 

ADDRESS: 

EXTENDED 
PRICE 

CITY: . STATE: · ·--- ZIP: .. -· - -

We 1ccept telephone orders on Master Card & VISA - c1 ll us at (303) 447·1283. Sorry, no col· 
lect ca lls accepted ! PLEASE INCLUDE $1 .25 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED - INCLUDE 
75t FOR EACH AOOITOINAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE ANO HANDLING. Overseas orders add 
30% . PLEASE ALLOW 4·6 WEEKS FOR DELIVER Y. 
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SHOT SHOW 
Continued from page 57 

KNIFEMAKERS' FIGHTER ... 
Knifemakers Kuzan Oda of Colora­

do and Al Mar of Oregon shared a 
booth at the show. Oda and Mar to­
gether have recently designed a new 
fighter, shown here by Oda. The 
knife , made of 154CM stainless-steel 
with black micarta handle , was in the 
prototype stage at the show, but 
should be available for sale by the 
time this sto ry is printed . The knife 
features a specia l sheath (see photo 
above) that works extremely wel I 
from the shoulder position . It can also 
attach to you r belt. 

I took a long , hard look at this 
weapon, and found it to be blessed 
with the quality of design and manu­
facture found in all Kuzan Oda and Al 
Mar products. If you're interested, 
contact Kuzan Oda, Dept SOF, P.O. 
Box 15795, Colorado Springs , CO 
80935 , phone: (303) 597-3408, or Al 
Mar, Dept SOF, 5861 S.W. Benfield 
Ct. , Lake Oswego, OR 97034, phone: 
(503) 682-1608. 
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VIKING SMG ... 
We see a lot of prototype SMGs at 

SOF, and receive assorted accounts 
· about revolutionary new guns that 
someone has made in his basement 
- right next to the mushrooms - but 
we rarely pass this information on to 
our reade rs, since these weapons will 
never see production . But here's one 
that has gone beyond the prototype 
stage and is in production. 

Weapons System Inc. is producing 
a new submachine gun in 9mm Para­
bellum called the Viking SMG. I'm 
look ing forward to a chance to fire it , 

and if presented the opportunity , 
SOF's Peter G. Kokali s wil l do a test 
and evaluation and pass on the re­
sults to our readers in a future issue. 

When you hold the Viking , it looks 
like a winner and seems to become a 
part of you. 

Here are some specs: full-auto 
blowback operation with a cyclic rate 
of 700 to 800 rounds per minute; 
20-and 36-round magazines; manual 
grip safety; post-type front sight and 
" L" flip type, lOOm and 200m rear 
sight; retractable wire stock; un­
loaded weight of 2 .96 kg ; 370mm 
overall length (stock retracted); 
220mm barrel length ; six lands and 
grooves and approx imate muzzle 
velocity of 360 meters per second . 

Shown here (far left) is Weapon 
System's Jim Ballou firing Viking and 
MAC-1 O; (left) Viking compared to 
MAC-10 and Uzi .. Accessories offered 
for the Viking by Weapons System 
Inc. include electronic sight, MAC­
type suppressor, grenade launcher, 
rigid non-fo lding stock , special am­
munition and a speedloader that can 
arm you with 36 rounds in three 
seconds. The weapon will retail for 
around $590. 

We can't pass judgment until we try 
the gun out, but it looks fantastic. If 
you are in the market for an SMG, the 
Viking certainly merits consideration . 
Find out more about it by contacting 
Weapons System Inc., Dept. SOF, 
662 Cross St. , Malden , MA 02148. 
Phone: (617) 322-6431. 

White Eagle, P.O. Box 296, Livingston, Ky. 40445 
6D6·45J.411 t 

Enclosed is _____ Standard Size at $44.95 

Enclosed is ______ Full Size at $59.95 

Money Order: : VISA: Master Charge, 

Card #--~-- Exp. Date ____ _ 

Name -----------

Address ___________ _ 

City ____ State ___ Zip ___ _ 

Ky. Residence Add 5% Sales Tax. 

L---------~---- -----------J 
soumm o•· 11on·1·11NE 89 



SHOW YOUR 
COLORS! 

Send to: Amer i can Sports11ear 
P.O. Box 129 
~utler, WI 53007-0341 

Send He the Folll*ing Ganrents 
261622218 1 Navy t-shirt S (32-34) x S6.95" S 
2616222182 Navy t-shirt M (36- 38) - x $6.95 • S--
2616222183 Navy t-shirt l (40-42) - x S6.95 = s--
2616222 184 Na vy t - shirt XL (44-46) = x S6.95; S=== 
4217070021 Navy/Wht Front Cap x $6. 95 = $ __ 

Pos tage and Handling SUQ__ 

Enclosed is my check or money order for (Total) = S __ 

Ship my garments to: 

~~~~E~S~~~~~~~-
CITY STATE_ZIP_ 

Please allow 4- 6 weeks fo r delivery. Offer expires 
December 31, 1981. 

·. ' . NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 
IITJWl:llliJ~U: '·Your spi r it of adventure, danger, a nd self 

~ 
.... • ..... • reliance can lead you to a n exciting career 

. )"'~. - opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi· 
. . , tfJi.; ~~ nals to justice, protect the innocent. 
·:. ·t':'~'l ~ Experts guide you every step of t he way. 

U~Se . ·.~ : '1~~ ~~~i~;d s~~':~i~nns~e~i~h~~a~di~~n hc~:J~ 
SECRET ~ sh ips, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
EQUIPMENT t he latest in_vestigative techn iques usi!'g 

Surv111!1nceEquipmenl, ~P~~~£ 1~~ :an~~r~~:;i;~~netq~;:d 
~~:~~':':f. 1~~~0~::.a~!g .· by ih'e FBI •. the CIA, and t he 
Hol1t1rs, lockplck Guns, -.:.< S~cret ~erv_1ce. Sta rt your own 
Sullel·Prool Vnls, lnlmed invest1gat1ve agency. Save ~P 

:~~~I !~~~~P~u'f~~1!~".G , · t~;~i~ s;~d ~i;ir~~ d~t~~1~'.P· 
Muc~ More Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training - i 

I 
DEPT. SF205 , P .0. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

Rush me your "Detective" Career Kit- I 
I Name Age_ I 
I Address I 
L ~~e1~ - - - - - - - - - - - ;.i 

SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
Introduces products for defense 

and personal security 

- PERSONAL PROTECTION -
• LASER WEAPONS• SHOCKING/BURNING 
DEVICES• STUNNING/PARALYZING GUNS 

•ULTRASONIC DEVICES• OBJECT 
and AREA ELECTRIFICATION METHODS 

- HOME/PROPERTY SECURITY 
and PROTECTION -

•SEE IN DARK DEVICES• LONG RANGE• SUPER 
SENSITIVE VOICE and TELEPHONE TRANSMITTERS 

• HOMING TRACKING DEVICES• AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONE RECORDING ANO LISTENING• SUPER 

SENSITIVE MICROPHONES• PROPEf!TY 
PERIMETER GUARD PROTECTION 

go soumm ,,., Hm't'UNE 

. 
Why wait to customize your handgun? 

~ lln-wll~~~ 
HANDGUN SIGHTS 
Precision and quality c raftsmanship are the 
only words to describe this family of sights. Smooth 
styling. fine c lick adjustments. choice of white outline or 
target sight picture. ruggedly crafted in heat !recited 
steel. makes this family of custom sights the handgunners 
choice. Available now for Ruger, Smith & Wesson, K & N, 
Browning Hi-Power, Dan Wesson, Colt revolvers. Gold 
Cup, and special c ustom combat low profile fixed and 
adjustable sights for Colt govt., commander, and similar 
autos. 
Ask your local dealer or send S 1.00 for our complete 

acceSSOJY catalog. OOllll:ll:«'ii''ii' fill llmJl§>l!JS>'ii'WJ«S> 
16131 Golhard SI. Huntington Beach. CA92647 (714) 842·5575 

Stay 
Alive 
Read 

Survive 

... 
.~. • • • STOP 

MISSING------' 
AND 

START 
SCORING 

10U'VEGOI' 
THE ANSWER IN 111E 

PAIM OF 10UR HAND. 
Write today for your free color brochure. 

(, ~R~r~e~!e!~~~~o1and. cA g23eo 

BULLETIN 
BOARD 

Continued from page 6 

, ~~·~ ' 
. .. ~ .... '1<t :r. ' 
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forts by SOF to reach him in order to 
satisfy reader complaints have been 
unsuccessful. 

WHO'S 
THE HERO 

A Vietnam veteran recently receiv­
ed the New York Daily News Hero of 
the Month Award for his capture of 
Weather Underground fugitive Kathy 
Boudin, accused of involvement in 
the killing of two New York City 
police officers. 

He is 35-year-old Michael Koch, 
who served on a medevac team in 
'Nam and whose helicopter was shot 
down four times. 

Koch, a New York corrections of­
ficer, observed Boudin seeking to 
avoid a police roadblock, gave chase 
and caught her. 

Boudin was being sought for an at­
tempted Weather Underground hold­
up in which the two officers and a 
Brinks truck guard were killed. 

Koch said he did not deserve the re­
cognition as a hero - that it real ly 
belonged to the two slain officers -
and he handed over his $250 award to 
the policemen's widows. 

AFRICAN 
WELCOME ... 

The South African government laid 
out the welcome mat for Polish refu­
gees, particularly those with specific 
skills. 

After imposition of martial law in 
that unhappy Eastern Bloc nat ion, 70 
Polish seamen abandoned thei r mer­
chant ship in Walvis Bay, S.A., and 
were immediately granted asylum and 
given work permits by the South Afri­
can government. 

Permanen t residency will be 
granted upon completion of the nec­
essary papers. 

The South Africans indicated they 
would give asylum to any Pole able to 
get there, but are particularly in­
terested in those who are skilled me­
chanics , toolmakers, electricians, 
welders and carpenters. 

THAILAND 
DRUG WAR ... 

Sharp fighting broke out recently in 
northern Thailand between rei nforced 
Thai Border Patrol Police (BPP) and 
Burmese " Shan State" irregular 
troops loyal to opium warlord Khun 
Sa. Khun Sa (aka Chieng Che Fu) is 
said to command a private force of be­
tween 2,000 and 4,000 well-armed and 
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disciplined troops of the Shan United 
Army in the border areas near Chiang 
Rai Province, in northern Thailand, 
and neighboring Burma. The BPP con­
fiscated an extensive cache of weap­
ons and ammunition in the initial 
assault on a large opium refinery and 
headquarters complex, but the quality 
and quantity of the materiel (RPG-18s, 
recoilless rifles, Type 56s, etc.) leads 
them to speculate that they are op­
posed by a larger, better equipped 
force than was originally expected. 

The operation has been somewhat 
bung led so far. Khun Sa safely 
escaped into Burma with the bulk of 
his force, leaving 50 of his troops 
dead - killed while protecting his 
retreat. In the first four days of 
fight ing the BPP suffered 16 KIA and 
42 wounded . As of this writing, Thai 
mi litary sources report continued 
fight ing throughout the "Golden 
Triangle" with units of the regular 
Thai army and Royal Thai Air Force in 
support of ttie BPP. Meanwhile, 
reports indicate that troops loyal to 
Khun Sa are massing inside Burma, 
await ing the arrival of possibly 1,000 
to 2,000 fresh troops from other 
areas. If so, fighting could continue 
for quite some time. Already, Khun Sa 
is reported to have attacked the Thai 
BPP/Customs station at Mai Sai , a 
deceptively quiet border town astride 
the Nam Kok River between Thailand 
and Burma near the center of the 
Golden Triangle. Informed sources in 
Thailand provided deep background 
information for this story and re­
vealed a long history of drug-related 
warfare which often utilized " wet " 
operations beyond the literal border­
line of international law. 

Knowledgeable sources report that 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA) has offered an unprecedentedly 
high reward of $25,000 for the " ap­
prehension" of Khun Sa until the year 
2000. In retaliation, Khun Sa initiated 
a systematic program which eradi­
cated suspected DEA informers, and 
issued rewards for photographs of 
DEA agents or their families . As a re­
su lt , the DEA has been forced to 
move some agents, and al I depen­
dents, out of Chiang Mai, the U.S. 
Consular headquarters in northern 
Thailand where, in 1980, the wife of 
one agent was abducted and mur­
dered while shopping. 

With over one third of the world 's 
opium supply on the table, it's a high­
stakes game. However, such large­
scale direct action in this sensitive 
area underscores the determination 
of one of the " players" - Thailand -
to enforce its own border security, 
and effectively reestablishes Thai in­
fluence and control in an area "dis­
puted " by a flourishing, flagrant 
cross-border drug tfade. 
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UNIQUE SURVIVAL PACKAGE 
Goes Anywhere-Complete 

Sell Contained 

Very rare- one of a kind Amphibious 
Jeep (boat hull propeller driven). Gyro­
copter, Floating Trailer, Motorcycle, 
Pontoons , plus complete inventory of 
equipment & supplies including radia­
tion detector & welding equipment. No 
pi lot 's license requ ired. All equipment 
easy to operate. Weapon list includes 
mounted remote control semi-automatic 
guns on Gyrocopter. This is a profes­
sionally designed unit package for 
mobile retreating or assault. For com­
plete specs . photo, detailed informa­
tion, send $5. 00 to: 

SALE-L, P.O. Box 7802 
San Diego, CA 92107 

0 50 Unpersonalized Co rds 0 50 Personalized Cords 
( I enclose S4.99 ) ( I e nclose SB.66 ) 

Name ____ _____ __ _ 
Address __________ _ 
City, ____________ _ 
State or Prov. ________ _ 
Zip Code Phone 

DIRECT FROM 
U.S. OPTICS R 

QUALITY SUNGLASSES 
AT FACTORY PRICES 

Each pair features: Impact resistant 
lenses • Handcrafted • Polished glass 
lenses • Hardened metal frames • 
No non-sense guarantee. 
FREE-limited time only-deluxe velour 
lined case with each pair of glasses 
ordered (a $3.00 value). Credit cards 
accepted. Dealer inquiries invited. 

NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitations. These glasses are made 
exclusively for U.S. Optics®. To make 
sure you get the best, order now and if 
not completely satisfied return for 
refund within 30 days. 

Only 
' $7.95 

\ 

World Famous Pilot's Gla sses 
T h ese precision fligh t glasses a re now 

available to the p ublic for only $7.95. II you 
could buy them e lsewhere , they'd probably 
cost you over $20.00. ~20P a vailable m g old 

or si lve r fra me. A $20.00 value only $7.95. 
Two pairs for $ 14.00. 

Aviator T eardrop F1ight Glasses 
Flexible cable te m ples. R30A gold frame 

only. A $30.00 va lue on ly $9.95. 
2 pairs for $ 18.00. 

Professional Driving & Sho oting Glasses 
Wide angle amber lens bnghtens v1sib1hty. 
11300 g old fra me only. A $30.00 value only 

$ 14.95. 2 pai rs for $28.00. 

To o rder se nd c heck o r mo ne y o rd e r to U.S . Optic• , 
Dept. 62 1,P .O. Box 14206. Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
C redit card custome rs please hll 1n ca rd n and Exp date 

QUANTITY MODEL• GOLD SILVER PRICE 
20P 
30A x 
30D x 

Add Postage , Handling , and Insurance 
$ 1.00 per pair ___ _ ______ _ 

Tota) _ __ _ 

Credit card orde rs ma y ca ll l ·404·252·0703. 

V1 SiJ or Mas1c 1 C haryc if E xp D el l e 

Name 

Add ress 

S 1a 1c 

FREE case with each pair. 
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I THE COLT .45AUTOPISTOL .. $6 .30 BR . HI-POWER .. $5 .50 I 
I 

INGRAM MAC-10 . . . .... $5 .50 M1 CARBINE .... $8.751 
WAL. P-38 . . . . . . . . . . . .... $6.50 . M-1 GAR . ...... $8.50 

I 
AR-1 5,. M-16ANO M-16A1 (5 .56mm Rifles) .. . ....... $8.70 I 
63 (Fully Auto HK 91) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00 

I 
HK 33 (Fully Auto HK 93) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $9 .00 I 
The most comprehensive , best illustrated manuals lor the use , I maintenance and repair of lhese ellective weapons . I 

I ,,, §~ILENCER; I 
I Silencers from the Home Workshop ................. $ 8.95 

I Silencers , For Hand Firearms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.951 
Silencers , Snipers & Assassins . . . . . $19. 95 

I Home Workshop Silencers I . . $14.00 I 
Firearms Silencers . . . . . . . . . . ... $ 9.95 

I 
The Quiet Killers I . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . ... $ 8.00 I 
The Quiet Killers II . . . .......... . .. , .. . . . .· .. $ 8.00 

I 
Silencers ! Report 1896 . . . $14.95 I 
Silencer Patents Vol. Ill . . . . . . . . . . . ........ .. $17.0b 

I Mon.ey order or credit card only. In store or by mail. Catalog I 

1.:
$2.00. SURVIVAL BOOKS, Attn. Hans, 11106 Magnolia Blvd ., I 

orth Hollywood, CA 91601 , (213) 763-0804. 

____________ .. 

MILITARY COLLECTORS 
• Over 40,000 Items in Stock • 

• 

S.S. Viking Div. Ring 
1 Large Size Only, in 

Heavy Silver Plate ... 
$20.00 

Black S.S. Caps 
M-4.3 Toke down style. 
Metal eagle & buttons 
5-M & Lg. Sizes ... 

$16.00 

or S.S. Officers Cw/ Silver-top trim) .. $25.00 

S.S. Officers Belt 
13ucl~le, Silver plated 
w/fostenei's modified 
to fit any 1 %" !3elt .. . 

$13.00 

Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collector.; Catalog ... $.3.00 

FREE with order 

W.W.2 PRODUCTS LTD. 
P.O. BOX 2063-F 

ST .. LOUIS, MO. 63158 
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COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 

Continued from page JO 

( 

tured with oversize barrel hood , lugs and a 
snuggly fitted bushing. Once mated to the 
pistol by an armorer or pistolsmith. th e 
lock-up was constant and the resulting ac­
curacy outstanding. Chamber an·d rifling 
dimensions were maintained to a high stan­
dard of accuracy . Demand for these NM 
barrels and bushings has always been high . 
but since the supply has been nearl y ex ­
hausted , most gunsmiths have simply had 
to make do with stock barrels welded and 
fitted to th e pistols. 

A new source of NM barrels and bush ­
ings is now avai lable. Fred Kart. of Kart 
Sporting Arms Corp ., Dept. SOF, River­
head , NY 1190 l, now offers a National 
Match .45 barrel and bushing for those 
who want a top-quality NM barrel for cus ­
tom -pisto l work. 

Kart Sporting Arms Corp. currentl y 
manufactures NM barrels for the U .S . gov ­
ernmen t and is producing enough not on ly 
to fill its military contracts but for comm er ­
cial sa le as well. These Kart -made NM bar ­
rels are the finest I have ever seen and, 
when installed on .45 pistols, have proven 
to be superby accurate . Fit and finish are 
first -class. A ll barrels are made from forg­
ings and , once fini shed, are proof-tested 
and magnafluxed. Price for a five-inch 
standard -length NM barrel and bushing 
from Kart is $84. A six- inch version is also 
offered , priced at a reasonable $155. 
(Dealers should inquire about discount 
pricing .) 

These Kart NM barrels and bushings pro 

New Devel eight-shot magazine for the 
. 45 Colt auto . Improvements in feed 
angle and construction ensure long 
service life and reliable function. 
Photo: Devel Corp. 

I 
I 

vide a product long overdue in the .45-
pistol custom -work department. lnstalla· 
lion should be done only by a competent 
armorer or pistolsmith. Kart has an ex ­
cellent reputation for prod ucing quality 
materials, one of which is its target - .22 
conversion for the 1911 pistol. 

Fred Kart has also developed an easy -to ­
do . inexpensive conversion of th e stock GI 
.45-caliber 1911 pistol to 9x 19mm NATO . 
Kart rea lized that he could easily and 
economica ll y conver t the existi ng stock of 
Government M odel pisto ls to 9x 19mm. 

·Part of his concept is ele.c trobeam -weld ing 
a fill er insert into th e breech face of a .45 
slide to allow the 9x l 9mm cartridge to 
work without having to replace th e slide 
with a new 9x 19mm one. By simply ex ­
changing th e barrel . ejector . extractor and 
magazin e. he can mod ify the stock 19 11-
series G I guns to meet 9x l9mm NATO re­
quirements. a critical boost to services such 
as th e Navy that cannot afford to bu y ex ­
pensive new pistols. Kart's simple ap ­
proach to sav ing taxpayers· money is an in ­
spirat ion . 

CREATIVE Gunsmithing. Dept. SOF. 
P 0 Box 35 7. Bonsa ll. CA 92003. 

offers a line of gunsmith accessories de­
signed for the .45 pistol arm orer or pisto l­
smith . Its magazine-well fill er block is ideal 
for use when fittin g slides or working on a 
vise-mounted pistol frame. The filler block 
protects th e frame from distortion or bend ­
ing wh ile being securely held by the vise. 
Also avai lable is its magazine bumping die 
that makes magazine- feed- lip conversions 
simple. For th ose who prefer shorter over ­
all -length ammo th an .45 hardball. the 
bumping die allows the new feed -lip con­
figuration to be easil y shaped by the gun ­
smith. The die is hardened for long li fe and 
simplifies th e operation of lip bending on 
th e magazine. A third accessory is its main ­
spring-housing pin pusher. which is avail ­
able for th e pistolsmith who prefers to 
spend less tim e when replacing th e stock 
pin during the assembly and disassembly o f 
th e pistol during th e trigger job or adjust ­
ment. Instruction s are provided wi th all 
Creative Gunsmithing products and oth er 
needed items for the .45 pistol arm orer. 

THE Pin -Pal is another super-handy lit­
tle tool I have been using in my 

.45-auto armorer work . It is a combinatio n 
barrel -bushing wrench and mini -press that 
allows fo r simp le removal of th e main ­
spring -housir,q retainer pin. You can forget 
the old method of using a punch and ham ­
mer - and the Pin Pal's much easier to 
use. No more scratch ed or dinged fram e or 
grips. For anyone who rout inely disassem ­
bles th e 19 11 pistol for detai l work or trig­
ger jobs . th e Pin -Pal is th e answer. 

I use my sample regularl y . and it is a wel­
come add ition to my armorer's kit. At a 
cost of $ 14.95 from Pin -Pal. Dept SOF . 
1626 Wi lcox. Suite 636. H o ll ywood. CA 
90028 . it is well worth th e price. 
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CLASSIFIED 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $1.00 per word per inser­
tion - $20.00 minimum. Personals 50~ per word -
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit· 
lance. Insertion will not be made without payment. In· 
elude name and address in counting number of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, Colo· 
rado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen· 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish 
proofs. All ads MUST be received by the 15th of the 
fourth month preceding cover date. We reserve the right 
to delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Clas· 
sified , P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. · 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD· 
VISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE· 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN . SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF· 
FERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN· 
SPECTOR. 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence on terrori sm, 
communist subversion, mercenaries. $12.00 year, $15.00 
overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles St. , Aurora, IL 
60506. (63) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces su rplus 
clothing , individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets , etc. Send $1.00 for ou r latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr. , P.O. Box 1062, Oak 
Park, IL 60304. (60) 

HANDCUFFS - Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair, Two 
$38.00; Leg Irons $29.50 set. G. NORAMACO, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul , MN 55175. (57) 

PHOTO ID CARDS. New designs. All fift y states. Im­
pressive , fu ll-color. Carry legal ly. Guaranteed. Applica· 
lions 25¢. EDEN, Box 8410-D, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. 
(57) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS, alternate iden­
tities , whatever. Custom made badges, !D's, certificates. 
List $2 (refundable). C.W.L. , Box 3230, Pasadena, CA 
91103. (55) 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/trad· 
ed. Current list 50¢; subsc ript ion 1 year $4.50. Vernon , 
Box 387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (57) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Lightweight , concealable, ex· 
cellent stopping power. Priced from $99. Balli stic materi· 
al sample: $3.00. CWS, 898-A Lanakila, Peart City, HI 
96782. (57) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list , send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221 , Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (56) 

MERCENARY INSIGNIA: Winged hand clutchi ng knife. 
$12.00. Brass. Ordnance Supply, 4918 Mission, Dallas , 
TX 75206. (214) 823·5963. (57) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free "Vietnam Photos") 
$2.00. WWII catalog $2.00. War Shop, Rt.1 , Box 
154,Milford, DE 19963. (63) 

NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit , 
jobs, degrees. Start li fe over' Complete catalog $1.00. 
EDEN , Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (57) 

GENUINE U.S.A. MILITARY MEDALS - Silver Star -
$35.00; Bronze Star - $25.00; Purple Heart - $40.00; 
Legion of Merit - $30.00; Combat Readiness - $35.00; 
Armed Forces Expeditionary - $15.00; Vietnam Service 
- $15.00; Vietnam Campaign with Sterling year bar -
$20.00. Lots of others. Add stamp as trade item and 
$2.00 postage. SASE for free list. Martin Ledermann, 21 
Naples Road , Brookline, MA 02146; (617) 731·0000. (61) 

SS AND GERMAN MILITARIA: World's biggest catalog , 
including 2 large posters, $2.00 (Refundable). Krupper, 
Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (58) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets , flags , uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331·X, Cedar­
burg , WI 53012. (58) 

GERMAN GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and ac­
cessories for military, personal weapons. Catalogue 
$5.00. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (57) 

SPECIAL SERVICES: Mercenary, armed courier, ex­
ecutive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando 
ra ids , any high risk mission possible. Professionals 
ready to serve you. Contact: Painte r, 2114 Alton Ave. , 
Rockford, IL 61109. (55) 
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TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World's finest tattooing equip­
ment. Over twenty years of reliability. Des igns, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everythi ng for the Tat· 
taoist. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. SPAULDING & ROGERS MFG., Dept. SF, 
Voorheesvil le, NY 12186. (67) 

MARKED CARDS - BEST IN THE COUNTRY!! lmpossi· 
ble to detect! Full y guaranteed! $6.50 per deck (3 for 
$18.00). Pennsylvania Success, Box 14190, Philadelphia, 
PA 19138. (55) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC . .. Weapons, uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics , swords, pistols! Illustrated 
catalogue $5.00. BONUS - Free Japanese WWII relic 
wit h catalogue! RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (57) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS M-1943 Style Wehr­
macht overseas hat. Only $10.95. Catalogue of pre-1945 
relics $5.00. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 55006. (57) 

REPLICA BADGES, NYPD, CHP, ETC, OR CUSTOM 
MADE, Catalog $1.50, UNIVERSAL, Box 19756, Las 
Vegas, NV 89119. (56) 

LOCKSMITHING SUPPLIES - Latest professional 
equipment. Trade toots and instruction course books. 
We carry EVERYTHING! Key machines, codebooks, car 
repo tools - much more! Catalogue $2.00 (unconditi on · 
all y re fundable) L.A.N .D.J. S., 625 Post St., No. 1048, San 
Francisco, CA 94109. Absolute Guarantee - All Orders. 
(62) 

TWO BOOKLETS providing vital information for the 80s: 
Nuclear Strategies, Humanism, Dynamic Perspective. 
Send $3.50 and $1.50 postage and hand ling . PHOENIX 
FOUNDATION, Dept. F, P.O. Box 8000, Hermosa Beach, 
CA 90254. (60) 

AFRICAN READERS, Attention! Wanted by co llector: 
RPD belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign el ite and 
paratroop insignia and badges; original foreign cam mies 
and web gear - any quantities ; wi ll buy or trade for what 
you need. Peter Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Pl ace, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO) 

GERMAN WWII - Militaria, reco rds , flags, knives. Send 
$1.00 for li st: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 
46203. (55) 

INVESTIGATOR'S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. Valuable 
tricks for locating "skips," runaways , and persons in 
hiding, $6. COUNTERTEK, Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 
20814. (57) 

JS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER· 
SATJONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00. FM Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
tong-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special li sten ing devices from $50.00, au tomatic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1982 catalog $2.00. 
WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 8800 Hammerly, 
Suite 509, Houston, TX 77080. COD Hot Line (713) 
464·8170. (61) 

WATERPROOF GUN COVERS - 56" long, 10" wide. 
Tough plastic . Three for $2.00 postpaid . Many uses. 
Other goodies. Free catalog . ZELLER ENTERPRISES, 
Drawer W-2K, Wickenburg, AZ 85358. (56) 

GUNS! Wholesale and manufacturers , confidential sup­
pliers li st. $5. HORTON , Box 08332SF, Milwaukee, WI 
53208. (55) 

MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Price is right. Ten 
years military, 'Nam 66-67 & 70-71. Expert small arms, 
tight weapons , demo, ambush, mili tary intelligence. 
Contact: Bob, P.O. Box 6067, Augusta, GA 30906. (55) 

ITALIAN STILETTOS! Mirror polished steel blades. 
Positive tock. Dark or white peartit handles. 9" overal l, 
$10.95; 8" ove rall , $9.95; 7V2 " overall , $8.95. Japanese 
Lockback Kn ives - 13" overall , 6" blade, rounded point , 
$9.95; 10'14'' overall , 5" blade, rounded point , $7.95. 
Please include $1.50 postage and handling. DUFFY EN­
TERPRISES, P.O. Box 102, Dept. SF, Bayville , NJ 08721. 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instruc· 
tions to make powerful plastic explosives from common 
ingred ients. Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM 
ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfield , MO 65801 . (58) 

FULL AUTO! Complete illustrated manual on se lect ive 
fi re conversions for the following weapons ... HK 91-93, 
AR-15, MAC 10-11 , MINl-14, M1 CARBINE. Al l for just 
$10. J. FLORES, Box 14-B, Rosemead, CA 91770, FREE 
catalog with order. (55) 

PLANNING A SMALL WAR? Read Covert Intel Lette r. 
Samples, $2.00 or $13/year, $17/overseas. HORIZONE, 
Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301. (57) 

MAGAZINES FOR COLT 45, M-1 Carbine, Hi Power, 
Lug er, Walther PPKS, AR·15/180, Min i-14. Short and long 
UZI barrels. Bore tights. List $1.00. Refunded upon pu r­
chase. SCHERER, Box 240, Gilberts , IL 60136. (55) 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERCENARIES 
invite you to join us now. Are you seeking a life of adven­
ture? Registe r with other brothers of adventure world­
wide. For free information and application form, send 
self-addressed stamped envelope to: IBOM , Box 5F, 
Richboro, PA 18954. (56) 

SOUTH AFRICA. Tax and immigrat ion law, foreign ex· 
change, banks, securit ies, research , investigations, 
relocation. American Attorney. WEBSTER, Box 669, 
Nytstroom 0510, Republic of South Africa. (57) 

WANTED - PATRIOTIC CJTIZENS who see or sense the 
dangerous days ahead for ou r nation and desire to be 
prepared and put in touch wi th others of li ke mind and 
be lief. Write - SURVIVAL BUREAU, Box 48F, Clay City, 
IL 62824. (56) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations alt states and Federal 
Gun Laws both $4.00. Po li ce Catalog $2.00. SCHLES· 
SINGER, 415 East 52, New York , NY 10022. 

BECOME GUN DEALER! " Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses·, " samp les, il lustrations, $1.95. " Gun Dealer's 
Wholesalers Directory," best gun prices, $1 .95. " Federal 
Firearms Laws" , $1.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS - on ly 
$4.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FM , Steamboat, CO 80477. 

ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACRE! Canadian Land 
$1.00 Acre' Repossessed Homes $1.00 plus Repairs! 
Each Report $3.00 all $5.00. HOMESTEAD, P.O. Box 
1146-SOF, Lake Havasu , AZ 86403. (58) 

ARMED CONSTITUTIONAL PATRIOTS. You are needed 
to join a dedicated and highly principled survival retreat 
group in the mountains of northern Arizona. We have 80 
fami lies now with room for 70 more. Many are ex· 
military. We are composed of ski lled eng ineers, me· 
chanics, pilots, masons, builders, machinists, welders 
and many other professionals. We are prepari ng for the 
inevitable social and economic col lapse and/or nuclear 
war. Write for information. SECURITY MANAG ER, P.O. 
Box 3997 (SOF), Kingman , AZ 86401. (56) 

NINJA EQUIPMENT CATALOG - Night su its, hand 
claws , foot spikes, caltrops, blowguns, shuriken, 
reference materials for the "shadow warrior." Send $1 .00 
to NINJA, Box 28222/SC, Atlanta, GA 30328. 

AZTEC SURVIVAL CAPSULE 6" J.D. x 24". Corrosion 
resistant burial canister. $75.00 each postpaid. WWII ! 
PREP, Box 7571B, Phoeni x, Az 85011 . (56) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS, modern mil itary history our 
specialties . Send $1.00 for latest catalogue. BATTERY 
BOOKS, Box 3107H, Nashville, TN 36219. (57) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available - phone number, remai t­
ing , mail forwarding and more. For information enc lose a 
stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, Phoe­
nix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (57) 

CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, HATS, M·65 COATS. Genu· 
ine Gt at good prices. Send SASE for descrip tive list. VIL­
LAGE SURPLUS, Box 194X - Dept. F, Streamwood, IL 
60103. (55) 

TOP SECRET REGISTRY Government Radio Frequen­
cies! Big new ed ition reveals 50,000 scanner channel s: 
FBI , Secret Serv ice, Border, Immigrat ion, CIA, DEA, 
Custom , ATF , Treasury, military , more . $9.95 ( + $1 First 
Class mailing). Free Brochure. CRB RESEARCH, Box 
56-SF, Commack , NY 11725. (55) 

SURVIVAL COMMUNITY, low profile, safe from attack . 
Looking for new members , S.A.S.E.: TH ORSON , 5505 
Valmont , Suite 56, Boulder, CO 80302. (56) 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Magnum. 
Weight 2 V2 #. Free Brochu re. Write: SES (SF-4), 60 
Madison Street, Geneva, NY 14451'>. \55) 

EVERYTHING FOR MAKING FIREWORKS! $2.00 for 
catalog of chemicals, fuse , and casings. WESTECH 
CORPORATION , Box 593, Logan, UT 84321 . (64) 

M·65 FIELD JACKETS, U.S. issue Woodland Cammo, 
$42.00 in Sm-Xlg. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
M.C. & VISA accepted! 
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MOLYBDENUM DISULFIDE, all c limate weapon lubri­
cant , 10 oz. aerosol, qu ick dry, ideal for desert warfare, 
$7.95. VORTEX, Box 5633, Richardson , TX 75080. (55) 

MX. COUNTLESS ADS MONTHLY. International. Buy, 
sel l everything military. $7.50 year; $13.00 year Canada, 
Mexico; $30.00 year foreign . Box 3, Dept. SF, Torrington , 
CT 06790. (55) 

VIETNAM VIDEO - 16mm color film transfered to video 
tape. Never before seen footage of Al-E's on napalm 
runs and F-105's in aerial combat. 30 minutes long, 
specify V.H.S. or BETA tape, $80-postpaid. Robert 
Lenich , P.O. Box 2436, Southfield, Ml 48037. 

HANDCUFFS - Smith & Wesson $15.00 pair, two for 
$27.50. Tear gas, Curb 20, the most effecti ve agent 
available, $4.50 (void in CA) Other fine military/police 
products. THE GUN COMPANY, 1316 Morena Blvd. , San 
Diego, CA 92110. (714) 276-2201 . (55) 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES & Marine Gamma Fatigues , 
Wood land pattern in Sm-Xlg, $39.00 per suit. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. M.C. & VISA Accepted! 

BIEN HOA IS TAKING ROCKETS - Cassette of TET 
radio traffic recorded as it happened 2/26/69, by a Cobra 
gunship pilot. An hour of war " as it was." Includes 
60-minute cassette and 30-page transcript booklet with 
photos. Money back guarantee. $15 postpaid , BIEN HOA 
PRODUCTIONS, Dept MJ , Box 56, Fayetteville, AA 
72702. (56) 

HIGH PAYING JOBS! ! Overseas , domestic, offshore, on ­
shore. Send $1.00 for details. ICA, Box 73542T, Houston, 
TX 77273. (55) 

SILENCERS - Complete instructions to build your own 
from materials obtainable at any hardware store. $3.00. 
WORLD PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 25953, Raleigh , NC 
27611. No checks, please. 

AMAZING ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT, Automatic Tele­
phone Recording Devices, Telephone " Listen-In," Mo­
tion Detectors, Voice Actuated Switches , Parabolic 
Mikes, Wireless Mikes, Remote Control Equipment, 
Signal Activated Switches, and much more. Send $3.00 
for our incredible catalog. ALTERNATIVE TECH ­
NOLOGIES, Box 4068, Dearborn , Ml 48126. 

MARAUDERS SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite com­
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDERS SUR­
PLUS, 8588 McKee Road , Upatoi, GA 31829. $1.00 re­
funded with first order. (58) 

OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT. Men, Women. All occupa­
tions needed. Free detail s. Write: L & A PUBLISHING 
COMPANY, P.O. Box 35186-SF, Detroit , Ml 48235. (56) 

U.S. CAMMO T-SHIRTS, top quality $7.00; 3 for $18.00. 
A.H.A. , Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

REGULATION INSIGNIA - all military branches + 
police. All genu ine. Over 1000 items inc lud ing rank, 
wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches. Cata­
log $2.00; add $1 .00 if 1st class mailing desired. KAUF­
MAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A·55, 504 Yale, SE, Al ­
buquerque, NM 87106. 

REMOTE CONTROL MADE EASY - Here it is! This 
manual shows how anybody can build their owri -
$10.00. Single channel tone encoder/decoder units -
$70.00. Send $3.00 for catalog. ALTERNATIVE TECH­
NOLOGIES, Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

l.D. Cards - C.l.A. - Special Forces - Ranger - SEAL 
Team - Recon - Scout - Sniper - S.O.G. - Para­
Rescue - Airborne - Weapons Expert. Large selection , 
wallet size, with your name, rank, unit·, etc. Also 
avai lable, mart ial arts, police certificates and l.D.'s. Il­
lustrated brochures , $1 .00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, 
Box 66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 21092-9990. 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG - $1 .00. Jack­
ets, pants , cloth, caps , berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
GI. KAUFMAN 'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-25, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

HOMEBREW BUGGING - This fascinating manual re­
veals amazing yet simple techniques used by profes­
sionals for bugging, telephone wiretapping and much 
more - $15.00. (Schemat ics included.) Send $3.00 for 
our incred ible catalog of security-related products. AL­
TERN ATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, Dearborn , Ml 
48126. 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, 
property you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25¢, EDEN, Box 8410-DD, 
Fountain Valley , CA 92708. (58) 

ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisation 
- amazing manual reveals secret techniques used by 
professional operatives and international terrorists 
$15.50. Send $3.00 tor our incredible catalog of manuals 
and securi ty products. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, 
Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI - Commando black or stain­
less steel. Free brochure . Send stamped envelope. 
KAUFMAN 'S A RMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-85, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

WASP PM seeks contract. Former Phoenix operative , 
SOG trained . Mental ly competent, morally questionable, 
militarily oriented. Former Senior Marine NCO. Have 
various contacts with strange people/sources. Can sup­
ply a human, humans or hordes. Communicate: Gavin , 
256 S. Robertson, Beverly Hills, CA 90211. (56) 
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SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon , 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue , + more original designs on 
t-shirt s, sweatshirts, shorts . Free brochure, send long 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN 'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept. A-75, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque , NM 87106. 

CLAIM YOUR MILITARY MEDAL - WWII - Vietnam, 
claim official medals free. Miniature medals, ribbons, 
badges, display cases. Personal service , free catalogue. 
Write MEDALS, 2414S Cedarwood Ct., Marietta, GA 
30067. (55) 

OFFICIAL CIA MAPS. Originals, not copies. Name coun­
tries wanted. Send $6.00 each. QUANTEL, P.O. Box 
28145, Washington , DC 20005. (55) 

MUL Tl-ENG. PILOTS/FLIGHT GUARDS. High pay/high 
ri sk. Inquires will remain confidential. Send resume and 
telephone number. AGOUTI CORP/RESEARCH, 16603 
Pacific Coast Hwy., P.O. Box 100, Sunset Beach, CA 
90742. (55) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Inexpensive, concealable, light­
weight , excellent stopping power. Material sample : 
$4.00. Information only: $1 .00. F S, 1307 Elia, Killeen , TX 
76541 . (59) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2.00 for illustrated police cata· 
log. BPEC, Dept. SF1281 , 17122 Bellflower Blvd ., Bell­
flower, CA 90706. (63) 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK!! Handguns, assault rifles, 
body armor, night scopes, Garands, Carbines , sophisti­
cated electronic devices , gunsmithing-on-premises. 
Catalog $1 .00. ALPINE ARMS, 6716 Fort Hamilton 
Parkway, Brooklyn , NY 11219. (212) 833-2228. (55) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big Money, Adventure, 
Learn How. P.O. Box 1132H2, Doylestown, PA 18901. (55) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT: ("World's 
Greatest Selection!") .Wireless Transmitters Line 
Carriers Investigators ' Recording Systems 
Wiretapping and Bugging Countermeasures ... Profes­
sionals' Catalogue, send $2.00: MICAOTRON IN­
DUSTRIES®, Box 2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003-0263. 

NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME! 
New Gun Dealers Instruction Course, 23 Chapters, Ap­
plication Forms, $4.95, Federal Laws , $2.00, Your State 
Laws, $2 .00, Directory 500 Wholesalers, $3.50, Class 03 
License Manual Forms, $3.00, Dealer Record Books: 
Firearms, Ammo, $4.95, Obtain Concealed Gun Permits , 
$2.00, Catalog $1.00. REDDICK, 1821 -H Bacon, San 
Diego, CA 92107. 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES - (Candles, Bombs, 
Grenades). An ideal addition to the survivalist's inven­
tory. Excellent for smoke screen, dispersing crowds, sig­
naling, fire drills , etc. All fresh and fully guaranteed. Very 
large generating capacities & extremely dense smoke. 
From $25/dozen for the 4,000 cubic feet in 30-second 
model. We pay all shipping in U.S. Send $1 .00 for 
catalog . Refundable with order. SIGNUS, Box 33712, 
Phoenix, AZ 85067. (56) 

FREE GERMAN RELIC - Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, 
uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Illustrated cata­
log, $5. MILITAAIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (56) 

SW AFRICA, SOUTH AFRICA, Rhodesia (preferable SW) 
two veterans U.S. Army/Air Force, 50, 51 years old , ex­
cellent physical condition , willing to go SW Africa, 
South Africa or Rhodesia for group or individual 
Mercenary or Security Service. High risk. Travel ex­
penses must be taken over, later repaid from salary. 
Write Don-Carl , 5030 E. Broadway, Tucson , AZ 85711 or 
phone (602) 327-6343. Ask for Don. We speak English , 
German. Also excellent connection to German and U.S. 
sellers of all goods, trucks, etc. 

U.S. CAMMO VEST, new item! Woodland Cammo, heavi­
ly insulated. ONLY $21 . A.H .A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. M.C. & VISA Accepted! 

YOUNG MAN, 23, SURVIVALIST, 3 years farm-security 
experience, 100% reliable, hard worker, references. 
Have own equipment and weapons. Like isolation, will 
travel anywhere. All offers considered . T.J.M., Star 
Route, Box SOC, Berry Creek, CA 95916. (55) 

U.S./RHODESIAN ARMY OFFICER (Infantry Instructor) 
available for specific or ongoing training missions. I will 
formulate and administer your program here or overseas. 
Praeparet Bellum! Contact: P.O. Box 6066, Suite #305, 
Santa Maria, CA 93454. (55) 

. 50 CAL. MACHINE-GUN BELTS. Enhance your den, gun 
room , place of business with impressive and unique wall 
di splay of authentic .50 cal. shells 5112" long, complete 
with in\act copper projectiles, no powder. Original 
1943-4 Frankford Arsenal War Issue, including steel 
li nks for continuous belt. Excellent condition. Super­
large 100 round s nearly 9 ft. long $53.50 plus $8.00 ship­
ping ; 50 rds. , $29.50 plus $5.00; 25 rds ., $17.50 plus $4.00. 
Al so have art illery shells, etc. JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cot­
tage Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 60411 . (312) 758-2183. 

RARE LUGERS AND ACCESSORIES - original 007 and 
SS clandestine equipment. Ten year collection includes 
unusual full range accessories. Snail drums, artillery 
rigs, scopes, tool s. Hard to lind items. Send $1.00 (refun­
dable with order) for complete list. Satisfaction guaran­
teed. SALE-H, Box 7802, San Diego, CA 92107. (55) 

RELATIVE STOPPING POWER? Taylor? Recoil? Special­
ized trajectory tables . lnf.ormative new 1982 catalog of 
exterior and terminal ballistics. Evaluations. $3.00. A. 
HIRSCHL AND COMPANY, Post Office Box 33044, Kan­
sas City, MO 64114. (59) 

EXTRA ORDINARY!!! LAZER WEAPONS Exot ic 
Weapons .. . Street Weapons ... Bulletproof Vest . .. 
MORE !! ! Security Equipment Catalogue, send $2.00. 
EM POAIUM, Box 6396, Wheeling , WV 26003. 

SHARK TOOTH PENDANT-GENUINE, top drilled tooth 
with screweye and bail , ready for your favorite chain 5/8" 
$5.99. Killer 1" $8.99 ppd. to C.L. TROUT, P.O. Box 455, 
Westland , Ml 48185. (56) 

CLANDESTINE SAFE OPENING DEVICES. Report de­
scribes devices that enable you to open combination 
safe locks, in minutes , when the combination is un­
known , without damaging the safe. Describes how they 
work and are built. $3.00. Catalog , $1.00. CANNIBAL'S 
COOKBOOK, P.O. Box 692, Champaign , IL 61 820. (55) 

ALASKA, MEN NEEDED, adventure, jobs, big money. In­
formation and applicatlon forms. sent by f~r s t class mail . 
$5. Box 684, Langhorne, PA 19047. (56) 

GERMAN SS WWII CAMMOUFLAGE HBT fabr ic. Exact ­
high quality reproductions. $12.00 yard plus postage, in­
surance. Reed green HBT $6.50. List V: Five 20¢ stamps. 
Bud O'Toole , D11-1439 South Jones, Tucson , AZ 85713. 
(55) 

SURVIVALIST, MANUFACTURE quality ammun ition us­
ing basic chemicals. Free question answering. For 
prices, information , send S.A.S.E. to: SMITH CHEMI­
CALS, P.O. Box 1791, Susanville, CA 96130. (56) 

l.D. DIRECTORY - Now over 40 different sources for al· 
ternative identities, with related bibliography , everyth ing 
needed just $5, CARDINAL INTERNATIONAL, Dept. S, 
P.O. Box 164, Chantilly, VA 22021. (57) 

COMMANDO CROSSBOW - The ultimate sil ent and ac­
curate killer. For Commando, S.W.A.T., or survival 
poaching. For catalog send $2.00. Dealer inquiries in­
vited . R.W. DISTRIBUTING, Box 1817, Des Plaines, IL 
60018. 

INDUSTRIAL MERCENARY: Clandestine intelligence 
gathering, covert recruiting , spook projects no problem. 
Operation most comfortable in high technology, tele­
commun ications, advariced electronics and software. 
Southeastern assignments prefered. Conf idence as­
sured. Contact: Ken Macomber, Birmingham, Alabama. 
(205) 942-3860. (55) 

PARACHUTIST, AIRBORNE and Elite Insignia World­
wide, Photo-illustrated Catalog $3.00. FOX MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT COMPANY, 16 West 331 Jackson Street, 
Hinsdale, IL 60521. (55) 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5.00. 
JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 Noah, St. Louis, MO 631 35. 

RARE POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL FILMS on video­
cassettes. Third Reich, Soviet Army and Vietnam Era. 
Send $1 .00 (refundable) for illustrated catalog. INTER· 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL FILMS, P.O. Box 29035, Chica­
go, IL 60629. (59) 

THE MERCENARIES. The true story of men who fight for 
pay. Told in 300 pages, 39 photos and 2 mercenary con­
tracts . $3.50. FREE COMPANION PRESS, Box 542-P, Su­
garland, TX 77-478. 

ASSAULT RIFLES, AR 180, M1 Garands, Detonics 45, 
rare Brownings, Gerber, Buck Fighting Knives. All Dis­
counted. Catalog $2.00. KRIEGER, P.O. Box 21654, Den­
ver, CO 80221. 

ADOLF HITLER. Unique Wagner Music Book once be­
longing to Adolph Hitler. Photostats on request. Best of­
fer over U.S.$2,000. A. BARAY, 81 Anglesea Street, Bon­
di , NSW, Australia. 

MAC-10 PISTOL/SMG PARTS: Scope Mounts, $43; Flash 
Suppressor, $29; Retractable Wire Stock, $52; Rubber 
Silencer Cover (9mm), $12; Magazine Dust Cover, (.45), 
$3. WESTERN ARMAMENT, P.O. Box 27285, Las Vegas , 
NV 89126. 

ESCAPEOLOGY . .. Now you can escape bondage from 
ropes and chains in seconds! 60 illustrations. $5.00. 
WILSON , Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. 

CONFIDENTIAL MAILING ADDRESS, use our address to 
receive your mail. Details send S.A.S.E. to SILVER 
STATE, P.O. Box 2876-SF, Reno , NV 89505. 

CAMOUFLAGE WORLD WIDE COLLECTION for sale. 
Over 100 patterns, 33 countries. List $3.00. FRANTZ 
MILITARIA, Route 4 Box 226-A, Kankakee, IL 60901 . 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN - The story of the ancient 
faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, beliefs, history of 
worshippers of Thor and Odin . Only book ol its kind . 180 
pages, 17 illustrations, soft cover, (2nd Edition), $10. VI K­
ING HOUSE, P.O. Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041. (56) 

ESPIONAGE TEAM SEEKING EMPLOYMENT. Intelli­
gence, acquisitions , surreptitious entries, electronic 
surveillance. Anonymous, discreet , and private. Contact 
FLIGHT INTELLIGENCE OFFICE, 3341 West Peoria Ave­
nue, Office .46, Phoenix , AZ 85029. (602) 866-8060. 

FIREWORKS - Fun, safe, patriotic, over 100 items; top 
quality, lowest prices; i ll ust rated catalogue 50¢. PYRO­
SONIC DEVICES, Box 711S12, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. 
(57) 

DECLASSIFIED SECRET SPEECH given at War Coll ege 
by General William Darby on WWII Ranger organization, 
training , and operations. Typed uned ited transcript , 
$7.00. PROFESSOR MICHAEL KING, Moraine Valley Col­
lege, Palos ,Hills, IL 60465. 
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NEW COLOR ACTION FIGHTER PRINTS - Set o l 18, 
17"x22" Space Shuttle, B-52, SR-71 , F-16, F-4, A·10, C-5, 
C-130 and more. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send only 
$19.95. CARTER SERVICES, 57 Berkey Street , Valley 
Stream, NY 11581 . (56) 

HOMEMADE MACHINE-GUN PLANS. Comprehensive, 
detailed, easy to follow 24 page oversize booklet. Ma· 
ch ineshop unnecessary. Send $5 to WILDCAT PUBLICA­
TIONS, Dept. 4X, 7 Michigan, Dundee, IL 60118. 

50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo, Vietnam, Ohio -
ANYPLACE! Catalog $2.00 (refundable). MESA, Drawer 
774019-FO, Steamboat , CO 80477. 

SECURITY OFFICERS, ARMED GUARDS. Join the pro· 
fessionals. For information send 50¢ to P.S.0. 1. , P.O. 
Box 4882, Poughkeepsie, NY 12602. 

FOREIGN MILITARY PARACHUTIST/Elite Insignia list of 
over 80 nations. Also includes reproduced MAC/SOG 
patches, fore ign aviation and U.S. Airborne and Special 
Forces blazer badges. List $1 .00. HARRY PUGH, 5009 
North 24th Street , Arlington, VA 222Q7. (56) 

THE ULTIMATE SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT MANUAL $3.50 
ppd. Everything you need - no junk. GROUND ZERO 
SURVIVAL SUPPLY, P.O. Box 24037, Columbus, OH 
43224. 

TWEP ASSASSINATION TECHNIQUES. Know the com· 
pany business , list $8 to: BARONET INQUIRY, P.O. Box 
1371 , Sacramento, CA 95806. 

GERMAN WWII RUBBER STAMPS: Waffen SS Toten· 
kopf (sku ll), $4; Eagle-Swastika, $3; Wallen SS Eagle· 
Swastika, $5; Luftwaffe, $5; Feldpost Cancellation, $4. 
Other stamps: Lee-Confederate' Flags, $6; Erotic Mer· 
maid, $6; Unicorn, $5. Add postage $1.50. Catalog $1 
(free with order), famous-infamous people, history, cow­
boys, beautiful women, animals, places, colleges, mili · 
tary, WWII German, seals, etc. TUCKERS-SF, Box 849, 
Pulaski , VA 24301. 

CONSTABLE WILL GUIDE YOU. Serve Federal sub· 
poenas . part -t ime in your state. Details $3. 
CONSTABLE'S OFFICE, Box 222, Quincy, MA 02171. 

BADGES. Custom made, your specifications. Huge 
selection. $5.00 (refundable) tor GIANT 60-page catalog. 
Immediate shipment. RELIANCE, Box 4582B; Stockton , 
CA 95204. 

EX-MARINE, VIETNAM VET seeks high risk work. Dis· 
creel. Goes anywhere, does anything. P.O. Box 41051 , 
Chicago, IL 60641 . 

RAPE - ACTUAL CASE HISTORIES. $4.95 plus $1.00 
postage. Also available: "Streetfighting ." A handbook. 
$5.25 plus $1.00 postage. FARO, Bo x 146, Eagan, MN 
55122. 

EX-MARINE: 29, field radio operator and paratrooper. 
Anti-communist defin ite ly. Anywhere planet earth. You 
pay and no C.l.A. Scott (717) 564-5227. 

ULTIMATE SURVIVAL TOOL, silent , simple, efficient. 
Bag small and large game, eliminate pests. Plans and in· 
structions $5.00. Write L.C., P.O. Box 553, Hickory, NC 
28601. 

SOLDIER FOR HIRE: Airborne, expert marksman, trust· 
worthy, alert. Pro-west only. Erik Whisler, 414 SW 3rd 
Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601. (56) 

PRIVACY - CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Recei v· 
ing. Code name line, private address·, SASE. ORLANDO 
MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF, Orlando, FL 32860. (60) 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION! Hoard of silver bullion 
bars, bearing infamous German WWII style eagle em· 
blem. Investment items! Only $12.95, Three for $35. SIL· 
VER INVESTORS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (57) 

NEW YORK CITY AREA - Are you prepared? Total Ur· 
ban Self-defense. JuJitsu & Complete Firearms Training. 
Licensing Assistance. Specialized Programs. CALL (212) 
253-3928. 

WORLD WIDE AND NATIONAL Remail Service and In· 
vestigation. Send $1 to: BARONET INQUIRY, P.O. Box 
1371 , Sacramento, CA 95806. 

PROTECT YOURSELF ... Most ·soldiers gamble. Un for· 
lunately, some cheat ... with cards, dice, etc. 276 pages 
of photos with easy to understand text gives you expert 
advice on loaded dice, marked cards and other "tricks of 
the trade." $10 complete. WILSON, Box 224, Hatboro, PA 
19040. 

MERC FOR HIRE. High .risk, no bullshit. Don 't contact 
unless mean business. Outside U.S. only. Any cause but 
red. JOE, P.O. Box 2094, Chapel Hill , NC 27514. (56) 

HEART ATIACK RISK FACTOR Analysis and Fitness 
Determination. Evaluation material and directions $5.00. 
ALPHA PERSONAL STRENGTH AND FITNESS CON· 
SULTANTS, Box 209, Homer, NY 13077. (56) 

THE PROTECTOR - .22-cal. pen type pistol made with 
simple materials and to()ls - $4.95, catalog. ENTIUM, 
Box 1650, Carolina, PR 00628. 

HOW SAFE IS YOUR HOME AREA? Now you can have 
the answer. Complete Survival Report, only $7.00. Do not 
wait! O.F.S., P.O. Box 5717., West Statesville, NC 28677. 

BERETS, BERETS, BERETS, America 's Largest Dealer, 
U.S. Special Forces Berets w/Flash & Crest $18, British 
S.A.S. (tan) Beret w/lnsignia $25, French Foreign Leg ion 
Berets w/lnsignia $25, U.S. Airborne Maroon Berets 
$15.50. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mas· 
terCard & VISA accepted! SPECIAL: PORTUGESE 
BROWN BERETS $8. 
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CLANDESTINE WEAPONRY AND EQUIPMENT COM· 
MUNIQUE. Sample copy, $1.00. P.O. Box 692, Dept. SOF, 
Champaign, IL 61820. (60) 

TIRED PLAYING GAMES? Need totally professional unit 
with many diversified talents? Specializing: insertions; 
rescues; hostage negotiations; intelligence gathering 
(industrial , military); training, equipping , leading military 
groups - overt/covert, land, sea, air. Operatives world· 
wide; react time two hours internationally. Inquire with 
confidence: MCDONALD ASSOCIATES, Box 1111 , Mari· 
etta, GA 30061 , (404) 422-7369. 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fas t ! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms , autos, phones , people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COM· 
PANY, 8800 Hammerly , Suite 509, Houston, TX 77080. 
(713) 464-8170. 'Catalog of related devices, $2.00. (61) 

YOU CAN BE A COLONEL, I've discovered how to obtain 
title as Colonel in U.S.A. Militia. I do all paper work, no 
one turned down. Send $20 money order, no other cost 
to: COL. MARSHALL SERNA (ABN), 444 Young Street, 
Woodburn , OR 97071. 

DRIVER'S LICENSES WITH INSTANT CAMERA. Police 
manual outlines procedures , details. Illustrations, sup­
ply sources. $7.50 postpaid. RELIANCE, Box 4582N , 
Stockton, CA 95204. 

SOUTHEAST ASIA WARGAMES, 2nd Place Patch , 5" 
dia., 7 color patch $6.50; Window Decal $2.50. A.H.A., 
P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER fired by President Reagan , 
Commercial Pilot Mull-Engine and Instrument rated, ex­
tensive knowledge ()f F.A.A. and A.T.C. procedures in 
South Florida and Bahamian Sectors, Vietnam Vet , 
Quang Tri 1968, Top Secret Crypto Clearance, passport , 
far east courier experience. Submit otter to Volz, P.O. 
Box 381 , Key Largo, FL 33037. 

NEW SILICONE CLOTH, bargain priced. Soft texture pro· 
vides excellent protection for your weapons. Four large 
cloths, $1.95 ppd. SALE·B, 7802, San Diego, CA 92107. 
(56) 

$30/YEAR - USE THIS HOME ADDRESS - Letters 
mailed/forwarded/held/other servies. Confidential. Info. 
50¢. DOERR, 225 E. Utah, Fairfield , CA 94533. 

HIGHEST QUALITY BELTS - HOLSTERS. Military- In· 
dian wars to present. Civilian for many guns including 
Beretta 92 S, Ruger Redhawk. Catalog $2.00. QUARTER· 
MASTER SALES, 7201 Avenida La Costa NE, Albuquer· 
que, NM 87109. 

PARACHUTING BOOKS of all types, at a discount: Air· 
borne, skydiving , historical , literary, technical. Free 
brochure. PARA-BOOKS, Box 189-J, Deltona, FL 32725. 

EXECUTIVE PROTECTION, special services, northeast 
area. Send detailed description of needs. C.W.F., JR., 6 
Marlborough Road, Norwalk, CT 06851. (56) 

ANNOUNCING: The most EXOTIC/FASCINATING Dag· 
ger we've ever ottered. Genuine " FUKUSABURO" 2-ply 
(Japanese) laminated 5Y2 CARBON-STEEL, monobevel· 
ed, spear/needle point blade. Finest edge-holding STEEL 
we 've ever tested! Lightweight ALL-WOOD scab· 
bard/matching handle. 10" overall 2Y2 -ounces. IN· 
TRODUCTORY SPECIAL: $19.99/airmailed!! Brand new 
GERBER "Bolt-Action-Folders." BLACK/WHITE handles 
(specify), NYLON scabbards. $26.99/airmailed. Over 100 
HACKMAN (red) " BALISO,NGS" just arrived and we're 
BLOWING them out! $9.99 (our-LOWEST-price-ever) + 
$1.25 shipping. SURVIVAL KNIVES: Extravagant selec· 
lion of superlative-quality, factory production, sword· 
canes, boot/combat/fighting knives, daggers, hollow· 
handles , throwers, hatchets, razors, icepicks, and more . 
100% -Satisfaction-Guaranteed, Quantity DISCOUNTS-to 
35%, airmailed/invoiced shipments, monthly SOF Spe· 
cials, plus FREE " Surprise" GIFTS! Photographic (40 + 
page) -Discount/Reference/Catalogue, $2.00/airmailed. 
Established 1977, SELECTLINE,. Box 391SFK, Pearl City, 
HI 96782-0391. (CATALOG-HOLDERS: Victorinox 
Troopers, $9.99/airmailed! !) 

.223 AMMO reloaded to military specifications - clean 
- high quality. Cashiers Check or Money Order. Prepaid 
to original 48 states. Federal Firearms License required . 
Large quantity on hand for immediate delivery. 
GARVEY'S ENTERPRISE, 2301 Westridge, Plano, TX 
75075. (66) 

WORLD'S DEADLIEST FIGHTING TECHNIQUES. Hand, 
combined with latest CIA edged weapons and exotic hit 
equipment. Including unknown specialties e.g. "con­
tinued assault while wounded." Not self-defense course 
but concise series of absolutely the most superior pat· 
terns in existence tor direct offensive kill. Not for 
amateurs. $9.75. L.l .P.A. DOCUMENT, Box 95346, 
Schaumburg, IL 60195. 

FOR HIRE AS SOLDIER, ADVISER. For short or long 
term. High risk okay. Ex-sailor & soldier. Jack, P.O. Box 
2103, Pinellas Park, FL 33565. 

FN/STYLE ACCESSORIES FOR MINI 14. folding stocks 
- sights - flash hiders. Also complete Choate ac· 
cessory line. $1.00 for catalogue. Dealer inquiries 
we lcome. QUARTERMASTER SALES, 7201 Avenida La 
Costa NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109. 

REPUTABLE, ESTABLISHED SURVIVAL SCHOOL offe rs 
custom designed house, business pnd courier security 
services at moderate price. Domestic or International. 
CRUSOE S, 900 West Tharpe Street, Tallahassee, FL 
32303. (56) 

COLT .45 AUTO CIGARETIE LIGHTERS, excellent 
paperweight $19.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

FOR HIRE, four-man mercenary team. Commando, secu· 
rity, bounty hunting, expeditions. Avai lable individually 
or as team. Contact FLIGHT, 3341 West Peoria Avenue, 
Suite 46, Phoenix, AR 85029. (602) 866-8060. 

MYSTERIOUS NUMBERED CODE KEY to lost Beale 
Treasure, -Blue Ridge Mts. , Virgin ia. Send$:; for copy of 
code. D. NEWTON , Route 1, Box 127, Fi shersville, VA 
22939. 

OWN YOUR OWN MARTIAL ARTS STUDIO. Free details, 
send S.A.S.E. to PERSONAL DEFEN.SE SYSTEMS-A, 
Box 7802, San Diego, CA 92107. 

CODES-COMPUTER GENERATED. NSA type authentica­
tion tables set of 10 tor $50. Custom brevity lists and 
code books available. VICTORY CODES, P.O. Box 4606, 
Whittier, CA 90607-4606. Remittance by Money Order on· 
ly. (57) 

BOOBY TRAPS lavishly illustrated. New devices used in 
Lebanon and El Salvador. "Mercenary's Improvised Boo· 
by Trap Manual." $10, money order only. D.E. EWING, 
Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

MILITARY K-9 MANUALS. Excell ent reference for train· 
ing police or guard dogs. For sources and details send 
$3.00 to: MULLICAN ENTERPRISES, Box 05, Riverdale , 
MD 20737. . 

FOR SALE: 1974 FORD LTD. Brougham fully armored. 
Completely refurbished . 40,000 miles. $17,500.00. (512) 
661-8306. 

INFORMATION ON ALASKAN AND OVERSEAS JOBS. 
$20,000 to $50,000 per year possible. Call (602) 998-0426, 
Dept. 1330. (56) 

COLLECTORS ITEM. T-shirt: " Ramal David Air Force 
Base Guardian of the North" in Hebrew and English wit h 
official Israeli Insignia. Other goodies. Catalog, one 
dollar. AH CONSULTANTS, 51-517 East 42 Street , New 
York City, NY 10017. 

FRICTIONAL IMPACT EXPLOSIVE FORMULAS. Com· 
plete Instructions - security bombs, smoke screen, im· 
pact grenade, d_etonator. Supply source. $5.00 postpaid. 
RELIANCE, Box 4582R, Stockton, CA 95204. 

PRACTICAL - SWAT NYLON VEST. As seen Oct. '81 
SOF. Also Rhodesian style carriers for many different 
calibers & mags. For information $1.00. QUARTERMAS· 
TER SALES, 7201 Avenida La Costa NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87109. 

EXPLOSIVES AND WEAPONS MANUALS. C.l.A. Explo· 
sives for Sabotage $10; Improvised Weapons 
si lencers, submachine guns nitro, plastics $10; 
Booby Traps, make-detect-disarm $10; Improvised Muni· 
lions, explosives-grenades-guns:mortars ammo $11 ; Fi· 
nancial Freedom, avoid capture while making money $7; 
Fortune in Appliance , make thousands, good overseas 
cover $15. All 6 for $55. CASSADAY ENTERPRISES, 8690 
Aero Drive, Suite M-184, San Diego, CA 92123. (58) 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The teared and formi· 
dable Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A 
killing and mutilating art with advanced dynamic medita· 
lions to develop the unstoppable mental state and pow· 
ers. Fully illustrated, $6.95 includes postage and han· 
dling. Check or money order to: GREEN DRAGON SO· 
CIETY, Dept . SF, 6810 N. Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. 

ADVENTURERS - Procurement Index for security "con· 
sultants," agents, operatives , discerning individuals 
who t;oke life seriously. Offering:. concealment leather· 
gear; miniaturized electronics; d isguised sel f-defense 
devices; countermeasure specialties. Our illustrated 
catalog, $2.00 (refundable). ASP, P.O. Box 18595/SC, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 

RECORDED LIVE FROM HUEY GUNSHIPS, rescue of 
Special Forces recon teams under fire. Five rescues on 
one 90-minute cassette tape . Voices and sounds you will 
never forget. $10 to: R.J .R., Route 3, Box 2538, Magnolia. 
TX 77355. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VIETNAM MAPS KIT - 10 dilferent , 1960's Military/In· 
telligence maps detail tribes, roads, military regions, 
relief, etc. $3.95 complete! MESA, Drawer 774019-FG, 
Steamboat , .CO B0477. 

INTELLIGENCE .... Monthly Intell igence Report and 
Special Reports for Professionals. We cover the world. 
$36.00 per year. A. PAUL, 70 Shadow Lane, Orchard Park, 
NY 14127. (62) 

IDENTIFICATION CARDS. Agent, Officer, Employee. 
Clip-on Case Types. Official appearance, Seals, Em· 
blems available. FREE SAMPLES. RELIANCE, Box 
4582A, Stockton, CA 95204. 

DRAGONS TOUCH of Lian Shi Kung Fu. Not a phony 
bunch of charts with dots. An in depth anatomy study of 
Pressure Points. Send $10.95 plus $1 .50 shipping to: A.B. 
PUBLICATIONS, 1311 Andover Drive, Richmond, VA 
23229. 

SILENCERS. Illustrated instructions for building three 
different types, i ncluding a disposable model. $5.00 no 
checks. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, IL 60650. 

FEDERAL OIL & GAS LOTIERY - You can enter! Send 
$5.00 for complete details to.: DYN AMATCH, Box 7571, 
Phoenix, AZ 85011. (56) 

COMPETITIVE PRICES, Military Surplus, Kn ives much 
more. Price list $1.00. BLADE AND BARREL, De'pt. SF, 
Box 2121 , Oroville , CA 95965. (56) 
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BULLET PROOF VESTS - $100.00 up; stops .44 mag­
num, 2V2 lbs. $1 .00 - information. $3.00 - sample. 
EAGLE, Box 873, Pearl City, HI 96782. (57) 

FLAGS, BANNERS, ETC. Full size pattern from your 
design. Badges, emblems enlarged for posters and wall 
hangings. S.A.S.E. for details. RUNESTAF, Box 143, 
Sedal ia, MO 65301 . 

M2 SLIDES. Your M1 sl ide precision machined to M2 
specifications. Send M1 sl ide (Iver Johnson & Plainfield 
included) plus MO for $19.95, 3 week delivery, shipping 
prepaid. Sorry no CODs. Dealer inquiries invited with 
SASE. THE SOUTHWEST TRADING COMPANY, 5605 
Robertson, Houston, TX 77009 (713) 694-7907. 

UZI OWNERS! Here's the information you need to con· 
vert your semiautomatic Uzi into a selective fire fully 
automatic weapon in one afternoon without any machin· 
ing or special tools, and no external signs of conversion. 
Complete drawings and descriptions make this conver­
sion extremely easy, reliable, and very effective. This in· 
lormation is definitely "nice to know." $20, SOf'AER· 
VILLE, P.O. Box 7661 , Silver Spring, MO 20907. (57.) 

FOREIGN EMBASSIES - over 100 addresses and tele· 
phone numbers! Get the information you need! Send 
$1.00 and SASE to: LIST, P.O. Box 963, Anoka, MN 55303. 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG of unusual books on automa­
tic firearms, weaponry, home workshop guns, creative 
revenge, survival plus much more! $1 .00. PALADIN 
PRESS, Box 1307-SFX, Boulder, CO 80306. (66) 

BUY FIREARMS WHOLESALE! Our Federal Firearms Li· 
cense Kit (forms, instructions, sources) shows how. 
$5.00. PFRB/4, P.O. Box 2800, Santa Fe, NM 87501. (58) 

FOR SALE: U.S. ARMY SURPLUS c lothing, boots, sleep· 
ing bags, Alice packs, cammo, field equipment .. . etc. 
Write for our FREE catalog. MIDLAND ARMY SURPLUS, 
Drawer 88, 7007 Macon Road, Midland, GA 31820. 

FOR HIRE: Airborne, LRP, Rangers, Scuba, 3 yrs. NAM. 
FBI/CIA clearances. Quali f ied in various areas of 
overt/covert/paramilitary ·operations. Willing to repre· 
sent private, government, or corporate interests. MIKE 
(312) 653-0618. 

ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON! Dual function, 
.22 cal. Zippo lighter. Detailed shop drawings, 4 sheets, 
simple construction, failsafe design. Send $7.00 to: SAR· 
DAUKAR PRESS, ~.O. Box 18644, Memphis, TN 38118. 

10/22 or MINl-14 BAYONETS - $21 .00, OUR MANUFAC· 
TURE Solid Aluminum FOLDING STOCKS• AR-7or10/22 
or Mini-14 - $80; TIC Contender Folding Stock - $95; 
10/22 or Mini-14 Aluminum Folding Bipeds - $51. Post· 
paid. PIONEER FIREARMS, 1119N Beeline, Payson, AZ 
85541. 

" POP MORE SMOKE, 1·4." Cassette of U Minh Forest 
Combat Mission - Claymores, AK-47s, the reality of 
Vietnam, Spring 1969, 60 minutes, recorded by gunship 
pilot as it happened, guaranteed authentic, w/complete 
transcript and photos, $15 postpaid. BIEN HOA PRO· 
DUCTIONS, Dept. 2, Box 56, Fayetteville, AR 72702. (56) 

DARK RAIDER COMMANDO KNIFE, 12 in. overall. 
Tough black steel blade. Super buy at $14.95 plus $1.00 
postage, or write for free information. MARJON, Dept. 
S-1, P.O. Box 730, Van Nuys, CA 91408. (56) 

FIREWORKS BUY DIRECT CATALOG. Send $2.00 to: 
FALCON FIREWORKS, Dept. B, 8689 Lake Road, Seville, 
OH 44273. Refundable with order. (57) 

THE SURVIVAL ENCYCLOPEDIA! Retreating, storage, 
weapons, solar bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, com­
bat, power, disaster ski lls, demolitions, NBC de· 
fense/decontamination, shelters, survival chemicals, 
medicine - MUCH MORE! Big, illustrated volume -
$9.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FJ, Steamboat, CO 80477. 

THE KITCHEN CHEMIST; sections include, Claymores, 
Detonators, Thermite, Napalm, Poisoned Bullets, Ex­
ploding Bullets, Hand Grenades, and Shotgun Grenades. 
An Explosives Formulary with three different Plastic Ex· 
plosives, Prime and Booster charges, Safety, Improvisa­
tion, and more! Why fight fair when the shit REALLY 
comes down? $15 to SURVIVAL WEST, P.O. Box 2876, 
Torrance, CA 90509. 

SPECIAL NIGHT PATROL BLACK FATIGUES. 50% poly­
ester/50% cotton mi lspec for durable wear on clan­
destin~ night missions. Four-pocket jacket is $30, six· 
pocket trouser is $30, and M-65 field coat is $60. S-M·L· 
XL. Dealer inquiries welcome. PBI SALES, 3411 Cam· 
bridge, Detroit, Ml 48221 . (56) 

INDIVIDUAL/CREW providing defensive tactics, rescue, 
training. Won't harm innocent people but will resist com­
munists, terrorists, criminals anywhere. No assassina· 
tions, etc. Serious inquiries only. P.O. Box 6235, North 
Augusta, SC 29841. 

ATIN: '80, '81 , SOF CONVENTIONEERS. I am working 
on a couple of articles and books and would like some 
photos of the Powe< Throwing and the Internal Strength 
demostrations at both conventions. All photos used will 
be bought. Send proofs or prints to: Bob Taylor, P.O. Box 
2013, Grants Pass, OR 97537. (56) 

HARDER HOMES AND GARDENS! Bulletproof Houses! 
Simplified, light, thin, economical method revealed! 
New, illustrated book, $7.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FH, 
Steamboat, CO 80477. 

EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm fert i· 
lizer. Blast dugouts, stumps, trenches. Instructions 
$3.00. Defrost, Box 995, Prince Albert , Sask., CANADA 
S6V 5V6. 
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MOBILE TRAIN_ING TEAM. New concept in training. The 
school travels lo you. Courses in rifle, pistol, shotgun, 
unarmed combat, executive protection, power throwing, 
emergency meqicine. Over 40 subjects and seven com· 
plete courses taught by qualified professionals. Facili· 
ties available in California & Oregon. For information 
send S.A.S.E. to: Bob Taylor, P.O. Box 2013, Grants Pass, 
OR 97537. (503) 476-2499. (56) 

CBR FILTERS·M13A2 green ring filters. For the 
M17/M17A1 gas masks. These stop NERVE AGENTS, 
$15.95. New, M17 Gas Masks, $49.95. New, M17A1 Gas 
Mask Survival Package, $99.95. SASE for catalog. 
Mastercard/VISA accepted. CA residents add 6% tax. 
Minimum $2.75 postage. JR SALES, Box 4253, Lan­
caster, CA 93539-4253. 

CAMPALERT PERIMETER PROTECTION SYSTEM. De­
tects intruders on a perimeter of almost any dimension. 
Features compact size, alarm and warning light, in· 
eludes . perimeter tripwire. Uses 9V battery (not 
included). Send for information or $25.95 check or M.O. 
to THRUSH ENTERPRISES, 1626 North Wilcox #130, Los 
Angeles, CA 90028. 

SURVIVAL! New Pioneer covers it all. Don't find yourself 
wishing you had been ready. New Pioneer brings you ar­
ticles, features, interviews, and money-saving tips every 
month. Get the spirit of the New Pioneer. Subscribe 
now. Information - $1 . 1 year subscription - $15. Send 
check to: NEW PIONEER NEWSLETIER, P.O. Box 3327, 
Hueytown, AL 35023. 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT - (" Profes· 
sionally Calibrated!") Product catalogue $5.00, refun· 
dable. Schematics Folio $20.00. Send orders: NATIONAL 
PHALANX, Box 131, Bridgeport, OH 43912-0131. 

SUPPORT 
SOF 

ADVERTISERS 

SURVIVALISTS 
My New Book Catalog is Ready 

Hundreds of Titles 
"Be A Survivor" 

Don't Delay ....... . Get It Now 
It's The Best In Its Field 

Rush $2.00 To: 

Ken Hale (109) 
McDonald, OH 44437 

In U.S.A. only. I'll send it free if you don't 
have the bucks. But get it now ... Send 

your name and address today .. . 
(Dealer Inquiries Welcome) 

MILITARY & ASSAULT 
RIFLES 

H & K 91 , H & K 93, AR-15, CAR-15, AR-180, M1A, 
AR-10, FN FAL, MINl-14 F.N., CAL. MAC 10 
PISTOLS·& CARBINES, COMPLETE LINE OF H & 
K, AR-15, M1A & MAC 10 ACC INSTROCK AT ALL 
TIMES, WEB GEAR, ALICE EQUIP., LRPRA· 
TIONS. SURVIVAL BOOKS & SURVIVAL EQUIP. 

RANDAL FIGHTING KNIVES 

S.H.O.T. 
SURVIVAL HOPE OF TOMORROW 

Div. Of Nimrod Industries 
CALL OR WRITE ABOUT YOUR NEEDS & WANTS 

(516) 294-9070 
117 Mineola Blvd. Mineola N. Y. 11501 

10 page catalog $2.00, 
refundable with first order . . 
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Are there Arrierican 
Prisoners of War still alive 
and unaccounted for in 
Southeast Asia? 

Accumulating evidence strongly suggests 
that there are American Prisoners of War 
alive and unaccounted for and who re­
main in captivity. 

There is an urgent need for a full accoun­
ting by all parties regarding information 
pertinent to missing · and captive 
American servicemen . 

There have been more than 350 "live­
sighting reports" of American POWs 
since the Paris Peace Accords were sign­
ed in 1973 , but the U.S . government 
has been unable to substantiate any of 
them. Previous administrations have 
been less than candid regarding the 
possibility that American POWs may still 
survive in prison . 

Project Freedom is a non-partisan , non­
profit organization dedicated to the task 
of finding out ,. beyond any reasonable 
doubt , the fate of those brave men who 
so nobly risked their lives. 

Project Freedom 's National Chairman is 
Col. Lewis Millett (USA , Ret.) , a Medal 
of Honor recipient; Honorary Chairman 
is Gen. William C. Westmoreland; the 
Executive Committee includes Maj . 
Gen . John K. Singlaub (USA , Ret.) , 
Col. Charles W. Scott, the highest-rank­
ing military man among the ·hostages in 
Iran , Master Sgt. Fred Zabitosky , the on­
ly recipient of the Medal of Honor for ac­
tion in Laos, and Lt. Col. Robert K. 
Brown (USAR), Publisher of Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. 

There is much to be done . 

You can help. 

Funds are needed to conduct and sup­
port information-gathering efforts in 
Southeast Asia - projects aimed at 
establishing the truth . 

Please send your help in the form of 
donations to: 

Project Freedom-Special Fund 
c/ o Soldier of Fortune 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Make checks payable to: Project 
Freedom-Special Fund. 

Tax-exempt status is pending . All con­
tributions will be given a tax-exempt 
number when this status is approved. 
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When reliability is mandatory ... 
and second best won't do 

The survival system 

TheHK 91, 
State Of The Art Performance 
Chambered for the popular .308 (7.62 NATO) 
cartridge, this semi-auto version of the legendary 
G3 is the standard by which others compare. 

The P7 (PSP) 9mm 
Already chosen by leading law 
enforcement agencies throughout 
the world, the speed, safety and accuracy of 
this uniquely designed firearm will make it the 
choice of survivalists everywhere. 

The 
Emergency 
Flare Kit 
This self contained 
emergency flare kit comes 
with a five round magazine 
and could prove an invaluable 
addit ion to any plane, 
boat, motorhome, or 
off the road vehicle. 

Extra Flares Avai lable 
in red, green or white. 19mm. 

Not A Firearm 
(in most states) 

Lam!!l'M'LER "'OCH 933 NORTH KENMORE STREET, SUITE 218 
~ & n , INC. ARLINGTON v1RG1N1A 22201 (703) 243.3700 

Write tor our color catalog of new and exc iting HK f irearms. Please include $3 for postage and handling. 
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